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CRITICAL LANGUAGE FELLOWS Project

The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI), with support from the U.S. Department of Education - Foreign Language Assistance Program, announces Arabic and Mandarin Chinese Program Development and Instructional Service Grants for Wisconsin school districts. Critical Language Fellows (CLF) Grants are designed to support district plans to initiate and sustain effective Arabic and/or Chinese language programs.  

The availability of well-trained, language and culturally competent teachers is critical to world language program success.  The Critical Language Fellows (CLF) Project includes intensive pre-service teacher training of individuals pursuing teacher certification and licensure.  Qualifying districts may be asked to serve as a field experience site for CLF teachers-in-training.  Summer 2009 Arabic pre-service teacher education program applications available upon request. 
Interested districts are asked to submit a two year program implementation plan.  Qualifying districts are contracted to provide Arabic or Chinese instruction during the 2009-2010 school year with support of a $7,500 program grant and matching funds from the local education agency.  Grant recipient districts agree to provide salary and benefits for their Chinese or Arabic language teacher through the 2010-2011 academic year. The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction will provide program development consultation during the grant period.

Wisconsin school districts with students for whom Arabic or Mandarin is a native language are encouraged to participate in the Heritage Language Credit Project.  A student’s Arabic or Mandarin first language skills will be assessed, developed and recognized with high school credit through participation in this pilot project.  Funding and management of this initiative will be provided by DPI in cooperation with local education agencies. 
To learn more or request application materials please contact:

Pam Delfosse, World Languages Education Consultant

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
P.O. Box 7841, Madison, WI 53707

pamela.delfosse@dpi.wi.gov

(608) 266-3079, (608) 266-1965 (fax)
