
Summer School Clarification
Offering credit for summer school courses

The Department of Public Instruction is revising its policy position on the grade level connected with summer school courses.

The school district determines when a student has completed a grade level and makes the determination as to the grade level for coursework the student takes during the summer between academic years.  
· Students verified by the school district as completing a grade level at the end of the regular academic year (June) may be considered to be students at the next grade level for courses taken during the summer.  

· Students considered by the school district as not yet completing the grade level of attendance in the academic year ending in June may be considered as students at that grade level for courses taken during the summer.  
· High school credit may be awarded for summer school courses provided the course curriculum is comparable to that of high school courses offered during the academic year and the instructor has licensure covering that subject area for high school grades.

· There is no fiscal impediment to allowing summer school credit to be awarded for the grade level the student will enter in the upcoming academic year.  Summer school represents the start of a fiscal year for the school district under current law.  A student taking a summer school course in June, July, or August of 2010 counts toward the school district’s membership for state aid and revenue limit purposes for the 2010-2011 school year.

Q & A:
Can a student who has just completed eighth grade earn high school credit for summer school courses taken prior to the start of the ninth grade academic year?


Yes, the school district determines the student’s grade level for coursework taken in summer school:  it may be credited to the grade level the student will attend beginning September 1 or it may be credited to the grade level the student attended in the prior academic year (remedial or working to complete the requirements to exit eighth grade).

Can a high school student earn credit toward graduation during summer school?

Yes.  For most subject areas there are no state-imposed limits on the number of credits that may be earned in a subject area in an academic year.  The exception is in physical education, where the school must monitor the requirement that only one-half credit per year may count toward the 1.5 credits required in physical education for high school graduation.  A student earning one-half credit in physical education in summer school may take additional physical education courses as electives during the following academic year; however, the maximum that may count toward the high school graduation requirement in any given year is one-half credit.   Students need to be involved in physical education for three out of the four high school years.
Can a student make-up a shortage of physical education credit during summer school?

Yes, if the student is deficient in physical education credit, partial or full credit may be completed in summer school.  If a student fails a physical education course in the regular academic year, the student may take a physical education course in summer school to earn the one-half credit for that just-completed academic year and still earn an additional one-half credit in the ensuing academic year, as the summer school course is counting for the prior year.  
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