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	Glossary of Terms, Topics, and Issues Related to Bilingual/ESL Education




[cf Appendix A: Best Practice Considerations When Serving Limited-English Proficient (LEP) Students in K-12 Public Schools, plus a list of commonly used acronyms]
Academic language - Specific content-area language linked to conceptual knowledge necessary for academic success and grade-level literacy. Researchers estimate between five and seven years for the full development of academic language competency. Some researchers also add that for students with weak academic or native language skills up to ten years may be required to fully bridge the content-area and literacy gap.

A priori approach - a content-based approach to bilingual/ESL support that emphasizes close collaboration with mainstream teachers in the development of curriculum and the preteaching of key concepts, skills, and academic language using bilingual/ESL methodologies like those found in the CALLA.

Bilingual education - any of a number of approaches that use to varying degrees the language of the child and English in the teaching of academic content and literacy skills.

Cognitive Academic Language Learning Approach (CALLA) - an approach to curriculum development, lesson planning, and teaching that combines the strategies of teaching language through content with the direct instruction of learning strategies.

Content-Based approaches – see Sheltered English Content Area Instruction.

English as a Second Language (ESL) - the teaching of English and academic content to students who are English language learners.

English Language Learners (ELLs) - see limited-English proficient students.

Graphic organizers (semantic maps) - visual representations of conceptual knowledge that assist English language learners (and all learners) in mastering difficult content area material while reducing the linguistic demands. Examples of commonly used graphic organizers are Venn or comparison contrast diagrams, spider or cluster maps, T-lists, cause and effect maps, time ladder or sequence maps, and flow charts. 

Language experience approach - an approach that builds on the child’s experience by using drawing, storytelling, and process writing techniques. Finished writing samples often become reading materials within the classroom library. 

Limited-English Proficient (LEP) students - the legal term for students who speak another language in the home and whose proficiency in English meets one of the five levels described in Appendix B. English language learner is currently the preferred term for describing these students. 

Preteaching - see a priori approach.

Primary native/home language - the language most often spoken in the home. In some cases, it might even be the language of a grandparent who is the primary caregiver for a significant portion of the day, thus influencing the language development of the child.  
Semantic mapping - see graphic organizers.

Sheltered English content-area instruction - approaches that teach language through content by contextualizing the English but maintaining the crucial academic content and concepts. 

Silent period - the first phase of language acquisition in which students are actively listening but not yet producing language.

Social language - the more concrete, less academically oriented language typically used in one-on-one communication in preschool and primary level classrooms, and for most social interactions. Social English development is important, but ultimately the more abstract academic English competency will ensure academic success. Researchers estimate two to three years to fully develop social English competency for most English language learners.

Total physical response - a language learning methodology using real objects and commands; used frequently with beginners as part of what is known as the “natural approach” to learning languages. 

Commonly Used Acronyms and Initials

	ACCESS for ELLs™
	Assessing Comprehension and Communications in English State to State for English Language Learners – Wisconsin’s English Language Proficiency Assessment


	AMAOs
	Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives



	AYP
	Adequate Yearly Progress



	BICS
	Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills (“social” language)



	CALP
	Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (“academic,” or more abstract, language)



	C1, C2
	First (Native) Culture, Second (here, American/US) Culture



	DI
	Direct Instruction – instructional method that employs rote memorization and closely follows a scripted curriculum



	
	Differentiated Instruction – instructional method that addresses the different learning styles of students, adapting instruction to reach the needs of all students



	EC
	Early Childhood



	EFL
	English as a Foreign Language – instructional method used to teach English, usually in other countries


	ELL
	English Language Learner – the student


	ELD
	English Language Development 



	ELP
	English Language Proficiency



	ESEA
	Elementary and Secondary Education Act – NCLB is the the current reauthorization of the ESEA


	ESL
	English as a Second Language – instructional method used to teach English [see above section for more detail]


	ISES
	Individual Student Enrollment System



	L1, L2
	First (Native/Home) Language, Second (here, English) Language



	LEA
	Local Educational Agency (School District)



	LEP
	Limited-English Proficient



	NABE
	National Association for Bilingual Education [www.nabe.org]


	NCELA
	National Clearinghouse for English Language Acquisition [www.ncela.gwu.edu]



	NCLB
	No Child Left Behind - Current reauthorization of the ESEA


	OELA
	Office for English Language Acquisition [www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/index.html]



	RtI
	Response to Intervention



	SEA
	State Educational Agency (in Wisconsin, the Department of Public Instruction)



	SEC and SEC-ELL
	Surveys of Enacted Curriculum and Surveys of Enacted Curriculum for English Language Learners



	SwD
	Student with Disability



	TESOL
	Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages [www.tesol.org]


	WAA-ELLs
	Wisconsin Alternate Assessment for ELLs – no longer accepted by USDE for use in place of WKCE-CRT, though still a good classroom-based, standards-based formative assessment tool


	WAMS
	Web Access Management System



	W-APT
	WIDA ACCESS Placement Test (the “screener”)



	WIABE
	Wisconsin Association for Bilingual Education (NABE state affiliate) [www.wiabe.org]


	WIDA
	World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment

(originally:  Wisconsin-Delaware-Arkansas – original states in consortium) [www.wida.us]



	WITESOL
	Wisconsin Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL state affiliate) [www.witesol.org]


	WKCE-CRT
	Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Exam (Criterion-Referenced Test) – current state academic assessment


	WSLS/WSN
	Wisconsin Student (Number) Locator System/Wisconsin Student Number



