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September 19, 2005
               
FY 05 School & Community Nutrition Programs Policy Memorandum # 05-32
Verification Non-Response Rates for Large School Districts
State Directors

Child Nutrition Programs

Midwest Region

This is the Midwest Regional Office transmission of the September 14, 2005 memorandum that you received directly from Stanley Garnett, Director, Child Nutrition Division.  This places the document into our Midwest Region Special Nutrition Programs Policy Memoranda numbering system for Fiscal Year 2005.  

On November 30, 2004, Reauthorization Policy Memorandum #05-06 provided information on the new 

verification requirements in the Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act, including the alternate verification sample sizes available to local educational agencies (LEA’s) meeting certain conditions. We also provided a compilation of all memoranda on verification requirements issued since summer 2004 on September 1, 2005. 

Attached is a list of LEA’s which potentially will have more than 20,000 children approved for free or reduced-price meals by application as of October 1 of the school year. These LEA’s are eligible for the alternate sample sizes in SY 2006-2007 if they improve their verification non-response rates by 10 percent this year (SY 2005-2006).  

As a reminder, the law also contains a provision which permits large LEA’s to qualify for alternate sample sizes this year only (SY 2005-2006) if they attempt to “directly verify” all approved applications selected for verification through the use of public agency records from at least two of the following programs: food stamps; the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations; a State Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program; and the State Medicaid program.  

For this year and future years, all LEA’s will be able to qualify for alternate sample sizes if their non-response rate from the preceding year is less than 20 percent. All LEA’s should be aware of this provision.  We are asking you to notify the large LEA’s on the attached list of the special options available to them as soon as possible.
If you have any questions, please contact Liza Cowden at (312) 886-2605.
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ELVIRA JARKA

Regional Director

Special Nutrition Programs
77 W. Jackson Blvd., 20th Floor  (  Chicago, IL  60604-3591
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