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Date:
June 2, 2008
To:
Authorized Representatives of Child Nutrition Programs
From:
Jessica Sharkus, RD, CD

                Assistant Director, School Nutrition Team

Subject:
Automatic Eligibility for Free Meal Benefits Extended to All Children Enrolled in 

                Head Start 

In December 2007, the President signed the Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007 which authorized automatic eligibility of all children enrolled in Head Start for free meals.  
All reimbursable meals served to children enrolled in Head Start may be claimed at the free rate.  School Food Authorities (SFAs) may submit revised claims, dating back to meals served on December 12, 2007 forward.  In order to retroactively claim meals at the free rate, SFAs must refund any money they received from the families of Head Start children who were not previously eligible for free meals.  
Attached you will find the USDA memo.  
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