 Gear Up Scholarship Criteria
All students who were enrolled in the federally funded Department of Public Instruction’s GEAR UP program can be considered for the GEAR UP Scholarship to help fund their college education. The total amount of the scholarship for the 2008-2009 academic school year is $2,668 and will be awarded in 2 equal disbursements for the fall and spring semesters. All eligible students must attend college either full or half-time and the scholarships will be reduced for half time enrollment. The scholarship award for the 2009-2010 academic school year will not be determined until summer. No scholarships will be awarded for summer programs. In order to qualify for the GEAR UP Scholarship, students must meet the following criteria:

1. Students must have been enrolled in the DPI/WEOP GEAR UP program for at least 4 years between 6th and 12th grade and must be in the program at the time of graduation. GEAR UP students enrolled less than 4 years and non-GEAR UP students who were enrolled in either EIP, Talent Search, or Upward Bound, may also apply for the GEAR UP scholarship. However, GEAR UP students will be awarded first.
2. Students must apply for financial aid and qualify for the federal Pell grant and either the Wisconsin Higher Education grant or the Wisconsin Tuition grant. 

3. Students must attend either a 2 or 4 year public or private college, university, or technical college that administers both federal and state financial aid in the State of Wisconsin.

4. Students must be less than 22 years of age and first time freshmen at the time of application and they must attend college during the first or second semester following high school graduation.

5. Students must have received a secondary school diploma or it’s recognized equivalent.

6. Students must complete a GEAR UP Scholarship application and submit it along with a copy of their financial aid award letter either to the GEAR UP staff or local DPI/WEOP office for the initial scholarship only.

7. In order to maintain GEAR UP funding after the initial year of enrollment, students must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress as established by their college.

8. Students who transfer to another college are required to notify the DPI/WEOP office in order to reinstate their GEAR UP Scholarship eligibility at the new college.

9. Students pursuing an associate’s degree are eligible for an award for a maximum of 6 consecutive semesters and students pursuing a bachelor’s degree are eligible to receive the GEAR UP Scholarship each year for a total of 5 years (10 semesters)
10. Students who withdraw from college for 1 semester due to health reasons must write a letter of explanation and enclose a statement signed by a physician and send it to the GEAR UP Coordinator at the following address:  Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, 204 East Grand Ave. 5th floor, Eau Claire, Wisconsin  54701.
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	Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

GEAR UP SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
PI-5200 (Rev. 07-09)
	INSTRUCTIONS:  Please submit a copy of your financial aid award letter along with this application to your local WEOP office or counselor or mail the forms to the address below. 

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
BONNIE DOCKRY

WELLS FARGO BANK

204 E. GRAND AVENUE

5th FLOOR

EAU CLAIRE, WISCONSIN  54701

	PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT
	

	Name  Last, First, Middle Initial

     
	Maiden (if applies)

     
	Telephone Area /No.

     
	Today’s Date M/D/Y

     

	Address Street 

     
	City

     
	County

     
	State

  
	ZIP

     

	E-Mail Address

     

	Social Security No.*

     
	Birthdate M/D/Y

     
	Sex
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female
	Race/Ethnicity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hispanic/Latino

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Asian

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 American Indian/Alaska Native

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Black/African American

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 White
	Are you a Check One
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 U.S. Citizen

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 An eligible Non-Citizen

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Neither

	In what grades were you enrolled in GEAR Up, EIP, Upward Bound, or federal Talent Search?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 6th
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 7th
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 8th
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 9th
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 10th
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 11th
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 12th
	
	

	Are you enrolled in any of the following programs?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 EIP
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 GEAR UP 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Upward Bound
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Federal Talent Search
	Which GEAR UP Program are/were you enrolled in?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DPI/EIP
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 UW-Milwaukee
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 UW-Eau Claire

	Name of High School

     
	High School Graduation Date

     

	High School Address Street, City, State, ZIP
     

	Name of College you are planning to attend

	First Choice

     
	Address

     

	Second Choice

     
	Address

     

	Date School Begins

Month
     
Year
    
	Have you applied for admission?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
	Have you been accepted?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not notified as yet
	Have you completed and submitted a financial aid form?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	I VERIFY that the information provided is true to the best of my knowledge and I give permission to the financial aid office to release my financial aid information to WEOP staff.

	Student Signature

(
	Date Signed

	I VERIFY that this student was enrolled in: Check One
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 EIP
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 TS
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 UB

and I recommend him/her for this scholarship. (For non-GEAR UP students only)

	Director/Advisor

     
	Title

     
	Institution

     


*Collection of Social Security Number and other personally identifiable data is for official purposes only and will not be shared without written permission.
