	[image: image1.png]AQUALITY -y Proy,, .
EDUCATION 408" ™72
FOR

4

g e




	State of Wisconsin

Department of Public Instruction

Elizabeth Burmaster, State Superintendent





Recent Changes to Wisconsin’s Accountability Plan Under No Child Left Behind
April 27, 2006

Standard Error of Measure Removed from AYP Calculations

Since the 2002-03 school year, a standard error of measure has been used to “scoop” students’ scores into the Proficient category for AYP calculations, when test scores were within one standard deviation or about 10 scale score points from the Proficient cut score. At the direction of the United States Education Department, this previously approved calculation adjustment has been removed from Wisconsin’s Accountability plan.

Proficiency Index 

Beginning with 2005-06, AYP proficiency in reading and mathematics will be determined by using a Proficiency Index that gives partial credit for student test scores in the Basic category. The Proficiency Index is calculated by assigning one point for each full academic year (FAY) tested student in the Proficient or Advanced category on the Wisconsin Student Assessment System plus one-half point for each student in the Basic category. The total points are divided by the total number of FAY students tested. The resulting percentage becomes the school/district Proficiency Index. The annual measurable objective in 2005-06 for reading is a Proficiency Index of 67.5%. The annual measurable objective for mathematics is a Proficiency Index of 47.5%. For example:

If a school has 100 FAY students tested in reading and 60 score in the Advanced or Proficient category, 20 in Basic and 20 in the Minimal Performance category, the AYP Proficiency Index is 70 percent. One index point is given for each student in Proficient or Advanced (60 points), and one-half point for each student in the Basic category (10 points). Expressed as a percentage of the total FAY students tested, the school Proficiency Index meets the annual measurable objective for reading, 67.5 percent, in 2005-06. 

A 99% Confidence Interval will continue to be applied to the Proficiency Index as it has been applied in the past.
Use of Test Scores in Grades 3-8 and 10

Beginning with the 2005-06 school year, all student data in the tested grades 3-8 and 10 will be used in school and district AYP calculations for test participation, reading, and mathematics. For the 2005-06 school year only, the two-year averages and Safe Harbor will compare like grades by utilizing data from grades 4, 8, or 10 in 2004-05 and 2005-06. For example:

In an elementary school testing in grades 3 through 5, all the students in the tested grades combined will be used to calculate AYP. In calculating the two-year average, only the proficiency rates of 4th graders from the current and previous year will be used because two years of data are not available for grades 3 and 5. The school meets AYP criteria if they either meet the annual measurable objective on all the assessed grades in the current year or if they satisfy the annual measurable objective with the two-year Proficiency Index for 4th graders. 

A more detailed explanation of these changes to Wisconsin’s accountability plan will be available on the DPI web site under Criteria Used in Annual Review of School Performance: 2005-06 at http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/acct_sch.html#annualreview or the No Child Left Behind page at http://dpi.wi.gov/esea/topics.html  select “Information by Topic,” then select, “Accountability/Adequate Yearly Progress,” and “Annual Review of School or District Performance.”
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