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Introduction

What is the Wisconsin Writing Assessment?

The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction has developed a customized writing assessment that is
administered at grades 4, 8, and 10 as part of the enhanced Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts
Examination (WKCE).

This customized writing assessment includes rubrics based on the Wisconsin Model Academic Standards
in English Language Arts as well as writing prompts developed, reviewed, and field-tested in Wisconsin.

In the writing portion of the WKCE, students plan, write, and edit a composition on a specific topic
(prompt) within a specified time frame. The time limit (30 minutes) of the test has been established to
allow for planning time. Pages within the test booklet are also reserved for planning. (See sample test
pages below.) Students' essays are scored using two holistic rubrics which takes into account both the
composition and the conventions of the student response. Scorers use anchor and training papers written
by Wisconsin students under standardized testing conditions to guide the scoring process. These exemplar
papers take into account the draft and impromptu nature of the writing situation.

Writing

110 LB 8 T S TSR
i 45 L s

(TTTTTTTIT

PROMPT

LT T T TN TR T TR T TP ]

LRI LTI}

it || STOP®

The writing prompts that may be used on the WKCE include the following purposes and modes:
expressive writing (narrative or descriptive); informative or expository writing; persuasive writing.

What is the Writing Rubrics and Annotated Samples Book?

The items in this book are actual items from prior WKCE state writing assessments from grades 4, 8 and
10. These items will not be used again on the state assessment and may, therefore, be used in Wisconsin
for professional development, improving instruction, and student practice. The items in this book
illustrate the formats and kinds of items that students will encounter on the WKCE writing assessment.

This book includes actual student responses to the released prompts as well as the scored rubric and
comments that accompany each response. The student responses included were chosen to illustrate a
range of composition and convention levels.




How do | use this book?

Professional Development

Released items are useful as educators engage in conversations about what students are expected to know
and be able to do to demonstrate proficiency on the state assessments relative to the state model academic
standards. Released items can inform discussions about state and local standards, curriculum, instruction,
and assessment.

Improving Instruction

Teachers may use released items in classroom activities that help students understand how to:
« plan, write and edit a composition under a specified time limit

* use and understand a writing rubric

* respond to constructed response items with complete, thoughtful answers

* approach long and/or multi-step tasks

* use good test-taking strategies.

Student Practice

Students may perform better and with less anxiety if they are familiar with the format of the test and with
the types of items they will be required to answer. It is also important to instruct students on time
management for the writing test. Students should pace themselves to assure they have enough time to
complete the writing sample. Note that a student’s score on the practice test cannot be converted to a
scale score, used to predict performance on the operational WKCE, or used to make inferences about the
student’s learning.

Can this document be used for test preparation?

While using the writing exemplar booklet for test preparation practice, care should be taken that this is
done in a balanced manner and one that helps to enhance student knowledge of subject matter as well as
test performance.

Please note that test preparation is only useful to the extent that it is also teaching content area knowledge,
skills, and dispositions. Therefore, the use of this resource for test preparation is of limited value to
students due to the narrow opportunity for content learning. It is very important to ensure that teachers
are teaching to the curriculum and not to the test as teaching to the test narrows the focus of instruction to
only that content covered by the test.




Standards

How does the WKCE writing assessment connect to the Wisconsin Model Academic
Standards?

Wisconsin’s customized writing assessment is grounded in the Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.
The Content Standard for Writing states that students will write clearly and effectively to share
information and knowledge, to influence and persuade, to create and entertain. More specifically, the
Performance Standards for Writing expect that students will:

o Create or produce writing to communicate with different audiences for a variety of
purposes

e Plan, revise, edit, and publish clear and effective writing
Understand the function of various forms, structures and punctuation marks of standard
American English and use them appropriately in written communication

While the writing assessment represents a single writing experience within a larger balanced writing
program, it does support the standards and expectations for writing held for all Wisconsin students.

Additionally, the standards themselves are reflections of the Wisconsin Communication Model, which
asserts that the most important feature of an act of communication (e.g., writing) is purpose or aim. The
model describes a variety of purposes for communication, including expressive, formulaic, literary,
informative and persuasive. Wisconsin’s writing assessment will ask students to develop a writing
sample that accomplishes one of the above purposes. You may refer to the DPI publication Planning
Curriculum in English Language Arts for more information regarding the Wisconsin Model Academic
Standards for Writing as well as the Wisconsin Communication Model.







Rubrics

Composing and Conventions Rubrics

Each student's writing sample at grades 4, 8, and 10 is scored using two holistic rubrics: a 6-point
composing rubric that measures students ability to write purposeful, focused, organized prose directed
clearly and effectively to an audience, and a 3-point conventions rubric that measures students ability to
control the conventions of standard written English appropriate to grade level.

Rubrics for all grades tested are provided on the following pages. The “Composing Rubric Clarification
for Scorers” document should provide additional support for teachers working with the composing rubric
in a classroom setting.

Relationship of the Impromptu Essay Score to the WKCE Language Arts Score

The maximum number of score points that can be earned on the WKCE writing prompt administered at
grades 4, 8, and 10 is nine (six points for composition and three points for conventions.) For grade 10
only, the points that a student obtains on the writing sample are a part of his/her Language Arts score. For
grades 4 and 8, writing score points are recorded separately from the Language Arts score.

Zero Scores, Unscorable Writing Samples, and Condition Codes

In grades 4, 8, and 10 essays are awarded a score between zero and nine points, based on two separate
rubrics:

Conventions: Writing samples are scored in terms of how well the student used the conventions of
standard written English (grammar, spelling, etc.). Scores range from one to three. A score of zero also
is also possible for unscorable papers. (See condition codes below.)

Composition: Writing samples are judged in terms of how well the student composes purposeful,
focused, and organized prose directed clearly and effectively to the audience. Scores range from one to
six. A score of zero is also possible for unscorable papers. (See condition codes below.)

Unscorable writing samples are assigned a condition code. Each condition code explains the reason the
sample was unscorable:

Conventions Condition Codes for Unscorable Writing Samples —
A. No response or no attempt
B. lllegible
C. Another Language
D. Off-Topic

Composing Condition Codes for Unscorable Writing Samples —
A. No Response
B. Illegible Handwriting
C. Another Language

As noted above, the extended writing sample at grade 10 is part of the student’s Language Arts score.
Unscorable writing samples at 10" grade are assigned an appropriate condition code (see condition codes




above), which appears on the “Individual Profile Report” and the “School Record Sheet.” The “Extended
Writing Sample by Student Group” reports unscorable writing samples as “unscorable” just as they are at
grades 4 and 8. These are not included in calculating “Average Points” on this latter report.

Special Note on 10" Grade Rubrics and Anchor Papers

While the conventions rubric at grade 10 reflects the 12th grade nature of the Wisconsin Model Academic
Standards, the prompts and rubrics were pilot-tested with second semester 10th graders in February 2000.
While the Wisconsin Model Academic Standards describe expectations at 12th grade, the design and
implementation of the rubrics and supporting anchor papers reflect expectations of student performance at
the 10th grade level.




Grade 4

Each student's paper will be scored using two holistic rubrics:
e A 6-point composing rubric that measures students ability to write purposeful, focused, organized
prose directed clearly and effectively to an audience.
e A 3-point conventions rubric that measures students ability to control the conventions of standard
written English appropriate to grade level.

Composing Rubric Clarification for Scorers

Keep in mind that a paper need not meet all the criteria at a given score point to meet that score. A “5”
paper, for instance, may contain some characteristics of a “6” and some characteristics of a “4,” but on
balance will most closely match the criteria for a “5.”

6 Points

This paper demonstrates exemplary control of focus, purpose, organization, coherence and development.

An appropriate sense of audience is evident throughout, guiding the writer’s word choice and selection,

arrangement, and development of content.

e The introduction and conclusion skillfully frame and clarify the writer’s purpose and address the
needs of the audience.

e The writer’s focus or thesis is either explicitly stated or strongly implied and consistently guides the
paper’s development.

e The writer’s organizational strategy is clear and effectively carried out.

e Coherence is consistently very well controlled: connections among sentences, ideas, and paragraphs
are consistently clear. Transitional strategies are effective and varied.
Content is thoughtful, insightful, and unusually well developed and supported.

e Syntax is very well controlled, resulting in a fluid, varied, and effective writing style.
Word choice is unusually skilled (discriminating, precise, apt, habitually concrete) and guided by the
writer’s sense of purpose and audience.

5 Points

This paper demonstrates advanced control of focus, purpose, organization, coherence, and development.

An appropriate sense of audience is evident throughout, guiding the writer’s word choice and selection,

arrangement, and development of content.

e The introduction and conclusion create a logical context for the body of the paper but may be more
formulaic and less effective for audience than the exemplary response.

e The writer’s focus or thesis is either explicitly stated or strongly implied. Overall, the student’s focus
is clearly evident, though the response may contain a paragraph or section where focus is briefly lost.

e The writer’s organizational strategy is clear and effectively carried out.

e Coherence is generally well controlled: connections among sentences, ideas, and paragraphs are
usually clear. Transitional strategies are used to aid readers.

e Content is solidly developed and supported, but elaboration is less consistently specific and insightful
than the 6.

e Syntax is consistently clear and effective.

e Overall, word choice is very effective and guided by the writer’s sense of purpose and audience.

4 Points
This paper demonstrates proficient control of focus, purpose, organization, coherence and development.
Audience awareness is generally evident.

Grade 4 7



The introduction and conclusion create a logical context for the body of the paper but may be more
formulaic and less effective for audience than exemplary and advanced responses.

The writer’s focus or thesis is either explicitly stated or strongly implied. Overall, the student’s focus
is clearly evident, though the response may contain a paragraph or section where coherence is briefly
lost.

The writer’s organizational strategy is clear and effectively carried out.

Coherence is generally controlled: connections among central ideas are clear. Transitional strategies
are present but may be less smoothly handled than exemplary and advanced responses.

Content is developed and supported. Elaboration is typically more general than exemplary and
advanced responses.

Syntax is generally clear and provides no barrier to understanding.

Overall, word choice is clear and appropriate but tends to be less precise and effective than the
exemplary and advanced responses.

3 Points

This paper demonstrates adequate control of focus, purpose, organization, coherence and development.
The sense of real communication with an audience is often lacking, resulting in weaknesses in several
skill areas.

An introduction and conclusion frame the discussion but tend to be ineffective for audience.

The writer’s focus or thesis is stated or implied but may be general or overly vague; the focus may
only partially guide the paper’s development. Readers may sense the writer’s lack of clear purpose.
The writer’s overall organizational plan is carried out.

Coherence is generally adequately controlled: connections among central ideas are fairly clear.
Transitional strategies are usually present between paragraphs, but they may tend to be highly
formulaic and ineffective for audience.

Content is underdeveloped, often or habitually general, vague, repetitious, weak. Readers may sense
the writer has one or two generic ideas that are repeated over and over in lieu of development.
Wandering from the point may cover the writer’s inability to develop his or her purpose. The writer
often seems to lack a sense of communication with an audience.

Syntax can range from generally clear to frequently awkward or choppy and monotonous.

Word choice tends to be vague, general, or cliched.

2 Points
This paper demonstrates basic control of focus, purpose, organization, coherence and development.
Audience awareness/real communicative purpose is lacking or absent.

An introduction and conclusion may be present but are very underdeveloped and inattentive to the
needs of an audience.

The writer makes an attempt to create a focus or thesis in response to the prompt. Focus and purpose
may only partially guide the paper’s development.

The writer makes a discernable attempt to organize the response.

Coherence is often lacking. Connections among central ideas are frequently unclear. Little or no
attempt is made to create transitional strategies to aid readers.

Content is very vague and underdeveloped, though the writer makes an attempt to sustain a response
to the prompt.

Syntax is frequently awkward and uncontrolled.

Word choice is frequently vague, awkward and inadequate to the task.

Grade 4



1 Point
This paper demonstrates minimal control of focus, purpose, organization, coherence and development.

Audience awareness/real communicative purpose is lacking or absent.

The writer states something relevant to the prompt but makes no attempt to sustain it’s development.

Grade 4
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4™ Grade Composing Rubric

Wisconsin Writing Rubric 6-Point Scoring Guide

Elements of Purpose & Focus Organization & Development of Content Sentence Fluency Word Choice
Rubric Coherence
Consistently focuses on the | Uses a logical plan of Expands and supports main | Uses varied sentence Controls word choice with
topic and maintains a development with an ideas with specific details, structures, creating a fluent, | respect to both denotation
Element unified purpose effective beginning, middle, | examples, and/or reasons effective, and readable style | and connotation
Description and end that are 1) clearly related to
Demonstrates the topic and purpose, and Demonstrates attention to
understanding of the Keeps relationships among | 2) effective for audience context (audience, purpose,
requirements of the ideas clear situation, tone)
assigned task
Paragraphs logically and Evidences some control
uses appropriate over figurative language for
transitional devices rhetorical effect (e.g.
metaphors, similes)
Focused, unified, Well organized, integrated, | Thorough, specific, well- Fluid, varied, controlled, Vivid, precise, concrete,
controlled, relevant smooth, controlled, developed, well-supported, | effective concise
Positive coherent well-illustrated, insightful,
Descriptors convincing
Rambling, loosely related, Disorganized, hard to Vague, general, simplistic, | Choppy, simple, repetitive, | Awkward, imprecise, vague
redundant, irrelevant, lacks | follow, mechanical, superficial, incomplete, garbled, ineffective, Wordy, repetitive
Negative purpose illogical shifts, incoherent illogical, inadequately awkward
Descriptors supported, lacks illustration

Rubric Holistic Scoring Scale

Scores 6 5 4 3 2 1 0
Exemplary control | Advanced control Proficient control Adequate control Basic control of Minimal control of Off topic
Description of the domain of the domain of the domain of the domain the domain the domain

Grade 4
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Conventions of Written English — 4™ Grade

3 points: Advanced Control
The response demonstrates advanced control of a wide range of conventions identified in the 4" grade
Wisconsin Model Academic Standards in English Language Arts:

Uses parts of speech effectively, including nouns, pronouns, and adjectives

Uses adverbials effectively, including words and phrases

Employs principles of agreement related to number, gender, and case

Capitalizes proper nouns, titles, and initial words of sentences

Uses punctuation marks and conjunctions, as appropriate, to separate sentences and
connect independent clauses

Uses commas correctly to punctuate appositives and lists

Spells correctly in general and even on more difficult words

Uses word order and punctuation marks to distinguish statements, questions,
exclamations, and commands

Errors are infrequent and minor

2 points: Proficient Control
The response demonstrates proficient control of the essential conventions identified in the 4" grade
Wisconsin Model Academic Standards in English Language Arts:

o Generally controls grammar and usage (principles of agreement, noun and verb forms,
superlative and comparative forms)

e Capitalizes proper nouns, titles, and initial words of sentences

e Uses end-stop punctuation correctly most of the time; internal punctuation (commas,
apostrophes) is sometimes missing or wrong.

o Generally uses correct spelling with common words but more difficult words are
problematic

e Errors are typical of those commonly found in a rough draft; errors do not significantly
distort meaning

Minimal Control
The response demonstrates minimal control of the essential conventions identified in the 4™ grade
Wisconsin Model Academic Standards in English Language Aurts:
e Contains numerous serious end-stop punctuation errors, resulting in fragments,
comma splices, run-ons
e Shows poor control of subject/verb agreement, possessive forms, capitalization,
superlatives and comparatives
o Spelling errors are frequent, even on common words
e Errors are frequent, varied, and distracting

0 points: Off Topic

Grade 4 13
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Grade 4 — Prompt a: Descriptive

Imagine that you are walking
outdoors on a snowy day.
Describe the day in a way that
shows your readers whether you
DO or DO NOT like snowy days.

Grade 4

15



16

Grade 4



Sample Essay la:

l? you hove never walked outside on a SlaleBl dQ\( you ace mLssLmS a Lof. ThQrQ

are so Mmany Jthmgs you can do._

ook around you. The +rees ace usuQLL\( oll dressed up o white coats and hats
with a Little bit of qreen heoar and thece. Sometimes you can see pecies of
auts fhat sqqurQLS Lot thLmd W JthLr mnod cush to SQ_+ rqad\( toc winter.

\/\/LO+QC s beautiful and the taste ts delicous. ALLQQ\(S berS hot maople sucup
QLOOS @hQﬁ you SO outside o wintec. Dour Jrhtz meLQ SYCuQ 0N Jr\f\q SO0W._

\/\/hqn it’s frozen you Ve 8o+ maople SYCUR cc\md\(Q DLQL(\ cold smow is OLLQQ\{S o
feeat fool

Dont \forgchr to use you're nosed The thick smell of piae aeddies always

enchants me. HOQQL close to the 3roumd and you can smnell The saow. T\f\q
colldec it is H’\Q bettec if is.

W/ou e eors acre dQWCLﬁQ+L\{ ot choppqd LLVQCQ You can \f\QQc +hQ soft LLthr
sound of the smow \CQLLLOS, Thq bicd’s cherng JquLng one another Now colld
it s s music To The cocs. ThQ wind sounds soff too. iJr seems to come L

small “GShooses”

\/\/hQﬁ \{OL) come LN {\(‘O(ﬂ \{OU e LOQLP\ mokq somMme h0+ ChOCOLQ+Q,l+ MQ}‘\QS \{OU

warm affer youle been tn That cold and snappy winter aic.

%o cext timne you So outside tn @LerQri sugSustLQ you do Jth Jthmgsl
mnentioned. E_,VQO ot you Live tn HQ@L Q0w you Ve 8o+ an idea of thJr Q. sN0owy

da\( Moy be Like and what to do on that sOoWLY dQ\{ of yours.

Grade 4 17



Sample Essay la: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 6
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 8

Purpose/Focus

e This writer demonstrates exemplary control of purpose and focus.

e The writer’s synthesis of focus, purpose, and audience effectively and consistently guides
the paper’s development.

e The imperative point of view established in the first sentence is highly appropriate for the
task and is consistently controlled throughout the paper.

e This writer is exceptionally skilled in the purposeful use of point of view to create a unifying
persona that is both commanding and intimate: “The thick smell of pine neddles always

enchants me. Kneel close to the ground and you can smell the snow. The colder it is, the better it
is.”

Organization/Coherence

e The essay is very well organized, demonstrating the writer’s ability to invent, or apply, an
effective structure of development for the topic, purpose, and audience.

e The writer’s decision to devote a separate paragraph to each sense impression creates an
organizational strategy that also aids in the selection and development of content.

= A very strong sense of beginning, middle, and end is created by the writer’s skillful
introductory and concluding strategies which also demonstrate excellent attention to an
imagined audience.

e Coherence is exceptionally well controlled.

e The writer shows exemplary skill in the creation of parallel and varied transitional

strategies that not only clarify but also compel the reader to engage enthusiastically in the
imagined experience.

Development of Content

e The writer does an exemplary job of developing the description of a snowy day, with highly
specific and imaginative details, images, and commentary that efficiently nail the essence of
the experience, establishing tone and atmosphere.

= This writer has strongly internalized the habit of elaborating for readers.

Sentence Fluency

e Syntax is exceptionally well controlled, resulting in a fluid, varied, and effective writing
style.

< Not only is sentence structure habitually clear, but the writer’s style often achieves grace,
balance, and demonstrates an ear for rhetorical effect: “Look around you. The trees are
usually all dressed up in white coats and hats with a little bit of green hear and there.” The
alternation between short, energetic and longer, more fluid sentences with embedded modifiers
is very skillfully done. Sentences such as these are intentionally fashioned with both sound
and sense in mind.

Word Choice
e Word choice is unusually skilled and guided by the writer’s sense of purpose and audience.

18 Grade 4



The fifth paragraph showcases the writer’s ability to select language that is concrete, vivid,
and discriminating: “You can hear the soft, light, sound of the snow falling. The bird’s,
chriping, telling one another how cold it is is music to the ears. The wind sounds soft, too. It
seems to come in small ‘whooses’.”

The writer demonstrates skill with figurative language as well: trees that are “all dressed up
in white coats and hats.”

Conventions

The writer demonstrates proficient control of writing conventions identified in the 4™ grade
Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.

End-of-sentence punctuation is consistently correct.

Capitalization rules are followed.

Punctuation marks and conjunctions are used appropriately to separate sentences and connect
clauses.

Commas are used correctly after introductory adverbial clauses, to separate multiple modifiers
before a noun, and to set off parenthetical expressions.

The errors that exist are typical of those found in a rough draft: several spelling errors of
grade-level words, some homonym and apostrophe errors.

Grade 4
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Sample Essay 2a:

The snow 15 blowing 1n gus+s. tvery+hing 15 as whi+e ds a bleached
white shirt. T+ 15 very que+ but loud a+ +he same +ime. I come out
of +he house dand redhze +ha+ my dad 15 shoveling +he walk. T fall down
in +he snow. I be+ I look hke a black lump moving across +he lawn.

Sudden| , L Jamp up, gfdb apr e-made snowbdll and +hrow 1+ a+ My dad.
No+ +hat long af+er my dad ge+s out +he snow blower while T run
beside 1+ [ge++ing covered in snow alsa!). Af+er +hat we went nside.
Dad makes hot cocoa while I +aurn on +he weather. The wea+her
forcas+ for +amorrow 15 going +0 be another 2 inches. during +he winter,
+he days dre supposed +o ge+ shor+er. Whoever said +hat, I have +o
agree wi+h +hem! As +he ddy ends, 1+ keeps snowing. My dad ge+s d fire
star+ed, and we si+ on +he couch and read our books.

All nigh+ 1+ snows, and +he fire dies down into h++le embers. When 1+
snows, 1+'s nice +0 know +hat »0u have a family dnd d warm home +o live

In.
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Sample Essay 2a: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 5
Conventions: 3
Total Score: 8

Purpose/Focus

e This writer’s control of purpose and focus is advanced.

e For the most part, the writer focuses effectively on the topic, inventing descriptive details that
clearly convey the writer’s point of view to readers. The single exception is the digression in
the second paragraph: “During the winter the days are supposed to get shorter. Whoever said
that, | have to agree with them!” This detail, as presented, appears unrelated to the specific
purpose and focus of the rest of the paper. If the writer had an implicit connection in mind, in
this case, he did not make it explicit.

Organization/Coherence

e The writer demonstrates advanced control of organization, building from a series of
specific descriptive details and events to a general closing statement: “When it snows, it’s
nice to know that you have a family and a warm home to live in.”

e The writer’s decision to arrange content inductively suggests knowledge of a variety of
organizational strategies as well as the ability to select and arrange material with an
audience in mind.

e The introduction and conclusion are very well handled, creating a highly effective frame
for the essay. The first sentence produces a sense of immediacy and energy, pulling the reader
into the experience; the final paragraph paints a restful, intimate scene, a homey end for this
writer’s topic and purpose.

e Coherence is generally well controlled: connections among sentences, ideas, and paragraphs
are clear with the exception of the brief loss of focus in the second paragraph.

e The writer’s control of present tense is unusual for grade level and further demonstrates
skill in engaging an audience; only one tense shift occurs throughout the essay: “After that we
went inside.”

e Transitions among paragraphs are skillfully executed.

Development of Content
e The essay is well developed.

e The writer imagines and selects a series of events, creating a descriptive narrative that
usually solidly and effectively supports purpose. Readers may sense, however, that the
narrative details provided in the second paragraph begin to distract the writer from his
purpose and seem to be there as much to fill space as anything else: “The weather forcast for
tomorrow is going to be another 2 inches....”

e The quality and thoroughness of elaboration in this essay are not quite as consistent or as
thoughtful as that in the exemplary response. For an impromptu essay written by a fourth
grader, however, this is impressive work.

Sentence Fluency
e Syntax is consistently clear and effective.
e The writer skillfully varies sentence structure and sentence beginnings throughout the essay.
e Occasionally, the writer’s style demonstrates grace, balance, and an ear for the prose

22 Grade 4



rhythms of story: “As the day ends, it keeps snowing. My dad gets a fire started, and we sit
down on the couch and read our books. All night it snows, and the fire dies down into little
embers.”

Word Choice

 Word choice is clear, effective, and guided by the writer’s sense of purpose and audience.

= Although not quite as verbally sophisticated as the exemplary response, this writer
demonstrates advanced skill in selecting language that is vivid and concrete.

e The use of figurative language to evoke imagery for the reader is also well done: “The snow

is blowing in gusts. Everything is as white as a bleached white shirt. It is very quiet but loud at
the same time.”

Conventions

e The writer demonstrates advanced control of a wide range of conventions identified in the
4™ grade Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.

< Control of end-stop and internal punctuation, capitalization, spelling, grammar and usage is very
strong.

Grade 4 23
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Sample Essay 3a:

Snowy days ahe gheat. Today I was walking 10 school and thefe was q
thick blanket of snow on the ground. Thehe was lots of snow fglling.
There was snow evelywhere. I+ was in the thees and bushes on fhe
Foqds and sidewalks and in +he sky. My NOSe was cOld but I was wahm in
my gloves jacket snOwpants head band and boots. Suddenly I had gn
imPulse TO just jump intO the cOld white snow. Thats just what I did.
Before I know it I'm making snowballs snowforts gnd snowmen. I even
staht g snowbkall fight. Snow is flying evelywhere some hits my face.
The snow is Vely cold on my face. Then I heahd g bell and kids
Scheaming +00. I find out the teachels are calling so I have +0 go in.
Snowy days are lo+s of fun.
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Sample Essay 3a: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 4
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 6

Purpose/Focus
e This writer demonstrates proficient control of purpose and focus.
e The essay effectively addresses the assigned task.

e The writer elaborates with descriptive and narrative details clearly selected with both audience
and purpose in mind.

Organization/Coherence

e The writer’s organizational strategy is clear and effectively carried out.

e The essay demonstrates a sense of beginning, middle, and end. The introductory and
concluding statements do create a logical context for the body of the paper but are very general,
resulting in a less effective frame for audience than that found in the exemplary and
advanced papers.

e Paragraphing skills need improvement.

e Coherence is generally controlled: connections among ideas are consistently clear.

e The writer has difficulty controlling verb tense in the second half of the paper, shifting back
and forth awkwardly from past tense to present: “That’s just what | did. Before | know it
I’m making snowballs, snowforts and snowmen. | even start a snowball fight. Snow is flying
everywhere, some hits my face. The snow is very cold on my face. Then | heard a bell, and kids
screaming too. | find out the teachers are calling so | have to go in.”

Development of Content

e The essay is effectively developed: a variety of details help the reader imagine the scene.

e The writer often demonstrates awareness that general statements need to be further
elaborated with more concrete details: “There was snow everywhere. It was in the trees and
bushes, on the roads and sidewalks and in the sky.”

 The writer’s awareness of audience is evident in the selection of detail that appeals to the
sense of touch as well as sight: “The snow is very cold on my face.” However, this essay is not
as skillfully or thoroughly developed as are the exemplary and advanced papers.

Sentence Fluency

e Syntax is generally clear and presents no barrier to understanding. In addition, the writer
demonstrates proficiency in stylistic matters, usually varying sentence structures and
sentence openings to create an essay that is generally readable and occasionally quite effective.

e There is a nice contrast and use of parallel structure, for example in “My nose was cold but |
was warm....”

e In comparison with exemplary and advanced papers, however, this writer’s style is not
consistently as fluid, varied, or effective.

Word Choice
e The writer’s control of word choice is proficient.

e The writer consistently selects language that is clear and appropriate with respect to
denotation and connotation.
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Attention to audience and purpose is also generally evident: “there was a thick blanket of
snow on the ground.”

Word choice in this essay, however, is not as consistently vivid, concrete, or evocative as
that in higher scoring papers. Images are more general and predictable as a result. Compare
the advanced paper’s “Everything is as white as a bleached white shirt” to the proficient paper’s:
“There was lots of snow falling. There was snow everywhere.”

Conventions

This writer demonstrates proficient control of conventions as defined by the 4™ grade
Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.

Capitalization and spelling are well managed.

End-stop punctuation is usually correct with the exception of the comma splice between these
independent clauses: “Snow is flying everywhere, some hits my face.”

The writer misses the apostrophe in the contraction that’s. Control of commas as internal
punctuation needs some work.

Grade 4
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Sample Essay 4a:

T+15 nice but not sunny. The snow 15 coming down hard hke +he leaves
fall. On SN0y da),s T hke +o 90 5|exdmg on d blg hll. Well SnOWy da,s are
ok but I ke 1+ when +here 15 alot of snow. Like 7 +0 40 inches. I hke
snouy ddys some+imes on Chnstmas tve becduse 1+ 15 beduiful with
sparckdls. I hke snowy ddys when you g+ +o play outside with some of
sour §nends. Tha+'s +he only +1me I hke +o pldy outside in +he snow.
But othernse I hke snouy days. When I see d cople of 1ce aickles I
grab +hem and ea+ +hem dll. Bu+ I really redlly hke snowy days.
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Sample Essay 4a: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 3
Conventions: 2 (low)
Total Score: 5

Purpose/Focus
e This writer demonstrates adequate control of purpose and focus.

e The essay consistently addresses the topic and provides commentary and descriptive details
to tell and show an audience how she feels about the experience.

e The writer’s struggle, however, to develop an essay focused purposefully to an audience without
rambling or ineffective repetition indicates that control of this skill is partial and emerging
rather than proficient. Had the writer devoted a few minutes to planning time, she may have
hit on a more effective unifying approach to the topic.

Organization/Coherence

e The essay is neither well organized nor coherent.

< Although the writer creates some sense of a beginning, middle, and end, she does not follow
a logical plan of development. Both the introductory and concluding strategies suggest that the
writer wants to engage the reader. The introduction is designed to set a scene, and the
concluding statement is emphatic though repetitive.

e Throughout the essay, however, the writer moves haltingly from point to point and seems
ambivalent about the discussion she is developing. Coherence breaks down.

= Connections among central ideas are not always clear. The writer shifts awkwardly from first to
second person. Transitions are not used to aid readers.

e Paragraphing skills are weak. The essay is hard to follow.

Development of Content

e The essay is adequately developed.

e The writer makes an effort to expand and illustrate her essay with descriptive details and
several examples. Two illustrative details indicate that this writer might have been able to write
a proficiently developed essay if she had found an effective way to focus and organize her
thoughts: “The snow is coming down hard like the leaves fall.” “When | see a cople of ice cicles
I grab them and eat them all.” Wandering from point to point, however, indicates that the
writer is unable to develop her purpose: “On snowy days | like to go sleiding on a big hill.
Well snowy days are ok but I like it when there is alot of snow.”

Sentence Fluency
e Syntax is adequately controlled, presenting no barrier to understanding.

e Sentence beginnings are varied enough to avoid monotony. However, the writer tends to rely
on simple sentence patterns that are occasionally awkward.

e This writer’s control of syntax and fluency in this essay is a bit below grade level. Compare
these two selections, the first from the proficient essay, the second from this writer. Proficient:
“My nose was cold but | was warm in my gloves, jacket, snowpants, head band and boots.
Suddenly, I had an impulse to just jump into the cold white snow.” Adequate: “I like snowy
days when you get to play outside with some of your friends. That’s the only time | like to play
outside in the snow. But otherwise | like snowy days.”

= There is a choppy, simplistic, repetitive quality to this writer’s style.
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Word Choice
e Word choice is clear and presents no barrier to understanding but is consistently general
rather than concrete.
« Range of vocabulary is limited. The writer’s use of simile in the second sentence to create a
visual image is a good attempt to craft the language of the essay, but the comparison is not quite
apt or logical: “The snow is coming down hard like the leaves fall.”

Conventions
= The writer demonstrates proficient control of conventions as defined in the 4™ grade
Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.
e Avariety of errors exist: difficulty spelling grade level words, an awkward sentence fragment,
lack of internal punctuation. Taken in total, the errors do distract the reader from time to
time but not so much that reading is significantly slowed.
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Sample Essay 5a:

Oné ddy I wds wdlking outside I locked down I saw snow. T had
+0 smell +he freshniss of +he snow 1+ smel+ good. Then I fel+
1+5 5moo+hn@ss 1+ was smooth and cold I love snow and 1+'s
whiteness. The +rees were blowing +he cars were sliding.
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Sample Essay 5a: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 2
Conventions: 1
Total Score: 3

Purpose/Focus
e The writer demonstrates basic control of purpose and focus.

e The writer keeps to the assigned task, selecting descriptive details that show the audience
how he feels about the experience.

« Demonstration of proficiency in this skill strand requires, however, that purpose and focus be
sustained through a more adequately elaborated discussion.

Organization/Coherence

e The essay demonstrates a weak sense of beginning and paragraph structure but no sense of
closure. The initial sentence reveals literal dependence on the prompt and provides an abrupt
rather than sufficient introduction to the paper that is inattentive to audience.

e The writer makes a discernable attempt to organize the response, moving from a “topic
sentence” to supporting details. The narrative marker, then, functions as a basic transition.

Development of Content

e Content is very underdeveloped, though the writer makes an attempt to sustain a response
to the prompt.

e The writer does demonstrate some basic understanding of how the topic might be
developed but creates a quick sketch rather than an essay.

= Some elaboration is provided for the senses of sight, smell, and touch, suggesting that the writer
deliberately uses this strategy to help generate ideas for development. However brief, the
inclusion of the “trees were blowing the cars were sliding” suggests that some foundational
skills have been internalized.

Sentence Fluency
e The writer relies exclusively on basic, simple sentences.

e Syntactically, this essay demonstrates a lack of ability to control a variety of sentence structures
appropriate to grade level.

Word Choice
« Word choice presents no barrier to understanding, but vocabulary range is very restricted.

Conventions
« The writer demonstrates minimal control of conventions defined in the 4™ grade
Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.
e The misspelling of freshness and the confusion between it’s and its are minor errors, but the
writer fails to demonstrate control of basic end-stop punctuation. Most of the essay is built
on a series of run on sentences.
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Sample Essay 6a:

\ of coucrse ke snowy 6qss becavuse |\ can make
snowmen snow balls and snow foc¥s fcom Liesy
Yhing In Yhe mocning ontil i¥'s fime Yo 9o Yo bed.
When ¥'s summer forgey hat.
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Sample Essay 6a: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 1
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 3

Purpose/Focus

e The writer states something relevant to the prompt but makes no attempt to sustain its
development.

= No evidence is provided that the writer can sustain focus or address an audience effectively.

Organization/Coherence

= Since this writer does not sustain a response to the prompt, there is no evidence of skill in
organizing a coherent discussion.

Development of Content
e The writer makes almost no attempt to develop the point raised.

Sentence Fluency
e Syntax is well controlled and fluid.

= This writer could probably have developed, at least, a proficient essay if he had been motivated
to do so.

Word Choice
e Word choice is clear and appropriate.

Conventions
= This writer demonstrates proficient control of conventions defined in the 4™ grade
Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.
e Although we have only two sentences to go on, the writer controls end-stop punctuation,
capitalization, spelling, and apostrophe use. Had the writer sustained this level of control
throughout a developed essay, he would have earned a “3” in this skill category.
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Grade 4 — Prompt b: Descriptive

Think of your favorite season of the year.
Describe this season in a way that shows
your readers why it is your favorite.

Grade 4
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Sample Essay 1b:

MY Lavorit e seasow is summer. MY €irst, raason is because basebdll start s and T love
baseball. Also because T love swimming in the nice cool water o€ apool. Another reason
is becase T love playing straet hockey after eating hotdogs at Webster Park. T like
stayu«g up 4l V\igl«t eatims Piz 22 and drinking coke at paties too. T totally like
breaking the sound barier acter atrip Lo walgreons, or d‘ust s{,arf/{vxs abike vide, on my
bike. one 0€ may Lavorite things £0 dois eat, those gooey, chocolat ey, wmarshmellowy,
Civa voastad, swmoras. Al thosa tb\imgs are Lun but, my absolut aly positivly €avorite
thing is that there is no school. The reason why no school is my Lavorit e becausa
thara is no more taachars £0 boss ma around, T Se{, Lrash aiv, and w0 mora homework!
The only thing that T dowt lice about summer is £ ornados.
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Sample Essay 1b: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 5
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 7
Purpose/Focus
e Consistently focuses on a unified purpose and demonstrates control, “my favorite season is
summer...”

Organization/Coherence
e Uses a logical plan of development with an effective beginning, middle, and end.
e The conclusion is abrupt but does finalize paper. “The only thing that | don’t like about summer
is tornados.”

Development of Content
= Expands and supports main idea with specific details. *“I love swimming in the nice cool
water... | love eating hot dogs at Webster Park.”

Sentence Fluency
e Uses varied sentence structures, creating a fluent, readable style. “I totally like breaking the
sound barier after a trip to Walgreons...”

Word Choice
< Vivid word choice, “gooey, chocolatey, marshmellowy, fire roasted s’mores.”

Conventions
e Errors are typical of those commonly found in a rough draft but do not significantly distort

meaning.
e Spelling errors — “becase” “tornados” “paties” “postivly” “barrier.”
e Principles of Agreement — “...there is no more teachers to boss me around.”
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Sample Essay 2b:

My favorite season is fall because you can do a lot of different
things with leaves. For instance you can see a lot of cool colors like
green, read, orange, and yellow. You can also watch leaves change
colors, like seeing green turn to yellow and red and many other
colors. Another thing you can do is do a lot of really cool
expiraments with big leaves like take a peace of paper put a big leave
on top and keep it out in the warm sun then wait a couple of days
then you take the leave of f of the paper then you should have a
marking of the leave. Also if you like to do arts and crafts then you
can do a lot of leave tracing with different sizes and different
shapes of leaves. So I you are an artest you could do that. Another
thing you can do If you like to run and jump 1s you can make piles of
leave and jump into it. That is one of may Favorite things but my
Faveorite thing is to make leave forts. Those are all the reasons why
| like Fall

The End
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Sample Essay 2b: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 4
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 6
Purpose/Focus
e Consistently focuses on a unified purpose and demonstrates control, “my favorite season is
fall...”

Organization/Coherence
e Uses a logical plan of development with an effective beginning, middle, and end.
e Focus remains clear and coherent.

Development of Content

e Expands and supports main idea with general details... “watch leaves change colors” “...mark
the leave on paper” or “make a pile of leaves and jump into it.”

Sentence Fluency
e Sentences are simple and repetitive.

Word Choice
e Repetitive

Conventions
= Errors are typical of those commonly found in a rough draft but do not significantly distort
meaning.
e Spelling errors — “instence” “expiraments” “peace
e Missing end stop punctuation at the end of the essay.

faveorite” “leave”
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Sample Essay 3b:

My favorite season is sammer because we get to go swimming and rollerballding.

I like going swimming because we get to go to Jefferson school and go of the
diving bord and go down the slide and just swim. 1 like going around the block
with my roller balleds on. Summer is also a good season because we don’t to go
to school. We go for a bike ride in summer a lot and camping to and sometimes
a far. When we go camping we bring our bikes and roller balldes. I lke going
to a fair because 1 like going on the rides lke the zipper. The best part of
summer is not going to school.
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Sample Essay 3b: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 3
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 5

Purpose/Focus
e Adequate control of topic, “my favorite season is sammer.”

Organization/Coherence
e ldeas are very “listy”.
e Ideas may be rambling and do not tie together well.
« Response lacks a clear sense of purpose.

Development of Content
e Response is very general and lacks development. “I like to go swimming... rollerballding...
biking...”

Sentence Fluency
e Sentences are repetitive. “I like, | like, | like...”

Word Choice
* Repetitive

Conventions

e Errors are typical of those commonly found in a rough draft but do not significantly distort
meaning.

e Spelling errors — “sammer

rollerballding” “rollerballdes” “bord”
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Sample Essay 4b:

m\( favorite season is juL\( because it s my brithday and ifs aice
out tn jut\{ and because ifs tn the summec. Th&+l Qo up nocth

’{_O ouC CQbLﬁ Qﬁd +O (ﬁ\( 6CQﬁd @QC+Q0+S hOUSQ +OO,
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Sample Essay 4b: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 2
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 4

Purpose/Focus
e Loosely related focus on topic, “my favorite season is July.”

Organization/Coherence
e Brief response offers 2 quick ideas with minimal introductions and lacks a conclusion.

Development of Content
e Content is very general... “my birthday... our cabin... my Grand partent’s house...”

Sentence Fluency

e Sentences are awkward and lack proper capitalization, “that” after summer should be capitalized
as the beginning of a new sentence.

Word Choice
e Vague

Conventions
= Errors are typical of those commonly found in a rough draft but do not significantly distort
meaning.
e Spelling errors — “brithday” “Grand partents”

46 Grade 4



Sample Essay 5b:
Cis ms
T hke +o gi+ plans and cars. T ha+ win my dog koko eds my

+0y5 and cande. I was hike +o ge+ cas, plans, games and
si+oms. I vary vary vary hke Py xbox dnd 957,

Grade 4
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Sample Essay 5b: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 3
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 5

Purpose/Focus
< Minimal control and lack of purpose on topic, “I like to git plans and cars.”

Organization/Coherence
e Response is disorganized and hard to follow...”cars, dog, candy...”

Development of Content
e Vague

Sentence Fluency
e Awkward

Word Choice
e Awkward

Conventions

e Errors are typical of those commonly found in a rough draft but do not significantly distort

meaning.
e Spelling errors — “git” “plans” “win” “cande” “vary”
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Grade 4 — Prompt c: Descriptive

Imagine your favorite meal.
Describe this meal in a way
that will make your readers wish

they were eating it this very minute.

Grade 4
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Sample Essay 1c:

The <mell of my Favorite meal came Ehcough Ehe crack in my door. | was doing
my homework one Friday after school and Ehe smell of pockchops, patatos,
caccots, salads, and any thing else | could cemember came right theough Ehe
ceack in my door straight £o my nose. | coold hear the bobbling of Ehe
pockehops Ehat my dad was grilling ook €rom Ehe soren of my window, and Ehe
chopping of Ehe saldas, and the sizzling of the patatos in the micronave. |t
ceemed £o good Lo be trve! | opened my window Eo Eake a wife of Ehak
deliciovs small of porkchops bobbling on Ehe grill. Then | heard it...Ehe most
wondecrtul sound saying “soppers ceady come and eat!” Good thing | was done
with my homework | piled all of my books and papecs into a pile and practicley
theoogh Ehem inko my back pack. | can down to the dinning room Ehe candiler
chimmering with the sight of all my Favorite Coods. My Family was already thece
my mom, dad, and Eno sisters Heather and Melanie. We <aid oor prayer and sat
don to eat we piled vp our plates wikh everything that coold it on Ehem. |
piled mine with €roiks, veggis, meat, and o hoge help of <salad with lots of French
dressing. | had no cloe where to stact digging in. | had practicley Ehcee nhole
meals €0 eat cight there on my plate. | stacted to eat the Cruit then my
veqgis and every thing Ehak came after Ehak. And lek me tell you | was one
little stoffed pigay after that. Bok now | Ehink | have a nen avorie meal bot |
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Sample Essay 1c: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 5
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 7
Purpose/Focus
e Student describes her favorite dinner, which consisted of porkchops, potatoes, carrots, and
salads.

Organization/Coherence
e Effective introduction
e Trite and formulaic conclusion (Tah-Tah-For-Now!!!!!!

e Essay retells in chronological order the creation and consumption of the meal — the smells and
sounds of preparation, the gathering of family, the serving, and the eating.

» Effective use of transitional strategies.

Development of Content

e The sequence of events leading up to the meal are solidly developed and supported with vivid
and apt descriptions — “came right through the crack in my door straight to my nose...opened
my window to take a wife of that delicious small of porkchops...” The meal itself, however, is
lacking development.

Sentence Fluency

e Well controlled; mostly fluid and varied — “I opended my window...Then | heard it...Good
thing | was done with my homework...I ran down to the dining room...My family was already
there...And let me tell you | was one little stuffed piggy...”

Word Choice
e Effective and vivid — “bubbling of the porkchops”, “sizzling of the potatoes”, “delicious smell”,

“chandelier shimmering”, “no clue where to dig in”.

Conventions
= Errors are typical of those commonly found in a rough draft but do not significantly distort
meaning.
e Spelling errors — but most are the result of using more difficult words - “scren” “wife” (for
“whiff”) “practicley” “candiler” “shimerling” “precicley” “favorit”
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Sample Essay 2c:

my {farocite medl is made out of white cice, Chicken Nood’te joup, pock, Cdr\d\/
cdccots, dnd mdshed potdtos. f'u tell you why thisis such @ luchious medl. The

white cice is the best because ;t'j d rice pucl white, it hds such g,ood taste, and ;t'j eren
hedalthy foc youY

Chicken Moodle Joup is tasty with 6l those tiny chunk s of delicous meat, and
d\\ those yurmmy noodles that you can slucp.

/pork s 9cdr\d becduse when salted, it slowly melts dwdy and ledre 4 gr&dt
tasteY

(,dr\dy cdccot s scent ced\ly candyY /pﬁoplc Just edd Sugde and considec it 4
type of candy. Tt 5 50 sweet and tasty, T d eat it foc the cest of may life if T had to¥

/Ma shed potdtos with acdry is derine Y T lore them 5o much, f'd even hdre

them for beeak e jt? md jh&d potdtos wouldr\'t taste so derine without the (qrdeY
5ocry, T aues;s T can out of farocite food sto tell you about. W ell, see you till

next timeY
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Sample Essay 2c: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 4
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 6

Purpose/Focus

e Student describes her favorite meal, which is “white rice, chicken noodle soup, pork, candy
carrots, and mashed potatoes.”

Organization/Coherence
e Basic, adequate introduction
e Ineffective conclusion (“Sorry, | guess I ran out of favorite foods to tell you about.”)
= Description of meal proceeds sequentially from one food to the next in a focused and clear way.

Development of Content

e Description of meal well-developed and supported with details — “Chicken Noodle Soup is tasty
with all those tiny chunks of delicious meat, and all those yummy noodles that you can slurp.”
“Pork ...slowly melts away and leaves a great taste.”

Sentence Fluency

e Adequately varied and controlled; not particularly fluid in the use of transitional strategies. “My
favorite meal is ...I"ll tell you why this is such a luchious meal...Chicken Noodle Soup is
tasty...Pork is grand...”

Word Choice
e Vivid and precise
- Demonstrates attention to audience and purpose — “a nice purl white”, “tiny chunks of delicious

meat”, “yummy noodles you can slurp”, “slowly melts away”, “so sweet and tasty”, “potatoes
with gravy is divine!”

Conventions

< Solid and proficient control of grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling; very
few errors.
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Sample Essay 3c:

PR Lo sy ForrorLe w0l X0 2ot D LiKe Xhe
Cheede Om sy PLRAL D LiKe X0 20X smry OLRAL Whem
L LD DR POE Qomdl qgumomy On oy Xomomry, ) LcKe
oty PRI LoaLh Cheede, smelX, Omd PepenOm e N LD
made ot OF dough amd LAY & Urum CAy Cuudt Nt
Do e RRD DO 900d O fudL Ao LO gt omel Plzzasd

o OKe e ThOLdLy D g0 X0 go X A durmK. D daare Lhe
20290 m i Omd D 20t Lhe Cheede WALh The D0ude
PLrzod Aad a gO0dL D e R wWhem yow get L out OfF
Fhe oarem. ) Roared thAe Dl 0f L AL
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Sample Essay 3c: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 3
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 5

Purpose/Focus
e Pizzais my favorite meal to eat.

Organization/Coherence
e Weak introduction and conclusion

e Transition between ideas sometimes unclear — “I like my pizza with cheese, meat, and peperomi.
It is made out of dough...”

e Focus (describing pizza in an appealing way) maintained except for one brief excursion into
drinks.

Development of Content

e Content is developed but somewhat repetitious — “I like the cheese...I like my pizza with
cheese...1 save the peperomi and | eat the cheese with the sause.”

Sentence Fluency
e Choppy sentences with little variety in structure.

Word Choice
« Repetitive and basic — “I like cheese...I like to eat my pizza...I like my pizza...pizzas has a
good smell...I loved the smell of pizza...”

Conventions

e Generally controls grammar, usage, and punctuation. Minor spelling errors — “peperomi”,
“sause” — and one run-on sentence (“Pizza make me thirsty I got to get a drink.”)
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Sample Essay 4c:

T like griltcheese. T like the cheese meteing in my mouth. Hnd T like
the +ast of +he brade and cheese in my mouth. T like +he way +he
lettes CranCh in my mouth.

Grade 4
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Sample Essay 4c: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 2
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 4

Purpose/Focus
e Student describes his favorite meal — “griltcheese”/lettuce sandwich.

Organization/Coherence
= Brief response offers a minimal introduction but lacks a conclusion.
e Maintains focus during its short length.

Development of Content
e Content is underdeveloped and incomplete.

Sentence Fluency

e Lack of variety in sentence structure — “I like...1 like...and | like...I like...” No transitional
strategies.
Word Choice

= Simple, effective word choices — “cheese melting in my mouth”, taste of the bread and cheese”,

“the way the lettuce crunches”.

Conventions

e Although there are many spelling errors in so short an essay, they do not impair understanding

or significantly distort meaning.

58

Grade 4



Sample Essay 5c:

T e Lo\uh Cavse T josice. Souwcties T ke Lc«u_é& sowctives L
doutt, Qo\u’éﬁ'ts ﬁkc\vﬁc\l food.

Grade 4
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Sample Essay 5c: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 1
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 3
Purpose/Focus
e “Ilike candy.”

Organization/Coherence
e The briefest of an introduction/conclusion — “I like candy.”/ “Candy is my favorite food.”
e Only a small part of what comes in between is relevant — “cause it’t jusice”.

« Loses focus on third sentence.
Development of Content

e Student states something relevant to the prompt — “I like candy.” — but makes no attempt to
sustain its development.

Sentence Fluency
e Choppy, simple, and ineffective

Word Choice
e Few and simple.

Conventions
= Brief paper in which errors do not significantly impede reader or distort meaning.
e Generally controls grammar, usage, and end-stop punctuation.
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Sample Essay 6c:

My favrke dimer is when me mom unlce vinuse justen calvin mejan we fad turkey ham
and mastied jatados we talked
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Sample Essay 6c¢: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 1
Conventions: 1
Total Score: 2

Purpose/Focus
e Student writes of a meal of turkey, ham, and mashed potatoes.

Organization/Coherence

< No introduction/conclusion or evidence of organization in this one sentence paper. Only
partially coherent.

Development of Content
« No development of content beyond naming the foods.

Sentence Fluency
e Garbled and awkward.

Word Choice
e Simple words arranged ineffectively — “My favrite dinner is when...”

Conventions
e Errors are frequent and distracting.
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Sample Essay 7c:

When you g0 hOme yOu take g bath. YOu eat dinner.

Grade 4
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Sample Essay 7c: Scoring Breakdown

Composing:
Conventions:
Total Score:

Purpose/Focus

e Unknown. Student is writing on a different topic, perhaps “What is a typical school night like

for you?” This essay is off-topic.

Organization/Coherence
e Too brief to demonstrate organization.
e If we could identify the topic, it might be coherent.

Development of Content
e Content, whatever it may be, is incompletely developed.

Sentence Fluency
e Too minimal to determine.

Word Choice
e Concrete, simple word choice.

Conventions

e Generally controls essential conventions — punctuation, spelling, capitalization, grammar, and

usage.
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Sample Essay 8c:

Grade 4

65



Sample Essay 8c: Scoring Breakdown

Purpose/Focus
* None.

Organization/Coherence

« None in instructed format.

Development of Content
= None.

Sentence Fluency
= No sentences.

Word Choice

« None in instructed format.

Conventions

Composing:
Conventions:
Total Score:

A
A
0

e A graphic organizer is, by definition, a failure to provide a connected prose response; thus, it is

unscorable.

e Graphic organizers must always be Condition Coded A.
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Grade 8

Each student's paper will be scored using two holistic rubrics:
e A 6-point composing rubric that measures students ability to write purposeful, focused, organized
prose directed clearly and effectively to an audience.
e A 3-point conventions rubric that measures students ability to control the conventions of standard
written English appropriate to grade level.

Composing Rubric Clarification for Scorers

Keep in mind that a paper need not meet all the criteria at a given score point to meet that score. A “5”
paper, for instance, may contain some characteristics of a “6” and some characteristics of a “4,” but on
balance will most closely match the criteria for a “5.”

6 Points

This paper demonstrates exemplary control of focus, purpose, organization, coherence and development.

An appropriate sense of audience is evident throughout, guiding the writer’s word choice and selection,

arrangement, and development of content.

e The introduction and conclusion skillfully frame and clarify the writer’s purpose and address the
needs of the audience.

e The writer’s focus or thesis is either explicitly stated or strongly implied and consistently guides the
paper’s development.

e The writer’s organizational strategy is clear and effectively carried out.

e Coherence is consistently very well controlled: connections among sentences, ideas, and paragraphs
are consistently clear. Transitional strategies are effective and varied.
Content is thoughtful, insightful, and unusually well developed and supported.

e Syntax is very well controlled, resulting in a fluid, varied, and effective writing style.
Word choice is unusually skilled (discriminating, precise, apt, habitually concrete) and guided by the
writer’s sense of purpose and audience.

5 Points

This paper demonstrates advanced control of focus, purpose, organization, coherence, and development.

An appropriate sense of audience is evident throughout, guiding the writer’s word choice and selection,

arrangement, and development of content.

e The introduction and conclusion create a logical context for the body of the paper but may be more
formulaic and less effective for audience than the exemplary response.

e The writer’s focus or thesis is either explicitly stated or strongly implied. Overall, the student’s focus
is clearly evident, though the response may contain a paragraph or section where focus is briefly lost.

e The writer’s organizational strategy is clear and effectively carried out.

e Coherence is generally well controlled: connections among sentences, ideas, and paragraphs are
usually clear. Transitional strategies are used to aid readers.

e Content is solidly developed and supported, but elaboration is less consistently specific and insightful
than the 6.

e Syntax is consistently clear and effective.

e Overall, word choice is very effective and guided by the writer’s sense of purpose and audience.

4 Points
This paper demonstrates proficient control of focus, purpose, organization, coherence and development.
Audience awareness is generally evident.
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The introduction and conclusion create a logical context for the body of the paper but may be more
formulaic and less effective for audience than exemplary and advanced responses.

The writer’s focus or thesis is either explicitly stated or strongly implied. Overall, the student’s focus
is clearly evident, though the response may contain a paragraph or section where coherence is briefly
lost.

The writer’s organizational strategy is clear and effectively carried out.

Coherence is generally controlled: connections among central ideas are clear. Transitional strategies
are present but may be less smoothly handled than exemplary and advanced responses.

Content is developed and supported. Elaboration is typically more general than exemplary and
advanced responses.

Syntax is generally clear and provides no barrier to understanding.

Overall, word choice is clear and appropriate but tends to be less precise and effective than the
exemplary and advanced responses.

3 Points

This paper demonstrates adequate control of focus, purpose, organization, coherence and development.
The sense of real communication with an audience is often lacking, resulting in weaknesses in several
skill areas.

An introduction and conclusion frame the discussion but tend to be ineffective for audience.

The writer’s focus or thesis is stated or implied but may be general or overly vague; the focus may
only partially guide the paper’s development. Readers may sense the writer’s lack of clear purpose.
The writer’s overall organizational plan is carried out.

Coherence is generally adequately controlled: connections among central ideas are fairly clear.
Transitional strategies are usually present between paragraphs, but they may tend to be highly
formulaic and ineffective for audience.

Content is underdeveloped, often or habitually general, vague, repetitious, weak. Readers may sense
the writer has one or two generic ideas that are repeated over and over in lieu of development.
Wandering from the point may cover the writer’s inability to develop his or her purpose. The writer
often seems to lack a sense of communication with an audience.

Syntax can range from generally clear to frequently awkward or choppy and monotonous.

Word choice tends to be vague, general, or cliched.

2 Points
This paper demonstrates basic control of focus, purpose, organization, coherence and development.
Audience awareness/real communicative purpose is lacking or absent.

An introduction and conclusion may be present but are very underdeveloped and inattentive to the
needs of an audience.

The writer makes an attempt to create a focus or thesis in response to the prompt. Focus and purpose
may only partially guide the paper’s development.

The writer makes a discernable attempt to organize the response.

Coherence is often lacking. Connections among central ideas are frequently unclear. Little or no
attempt is made to create transitional strategies to aid readers.

Content is very vague and underdeveloped, though the writer makes an attempt to sustain a response
to the prompt.

Syntax is frequently awkward and uncontrolled.

Word choice is frequently vague, awkward and inadequate to the task.
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1 Point
This paper demonstrates minimal control of focus, purpose, organization, coherence and development.

Audience awareness/real communicative purpose is lacking or absent.

The writer states something relevant to the prompt but makes no attempt to sustain its development.

Grade 8
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8" Grade Composing Rubric

Wisconsin Writing Rubric 6-Point Scoring Guide

Descriptors

Thoroughness: specific,
well-developed, well-

supported, well-illustrated

Elements of Purpose & Focus Organization & Development of Content Sentence Fluency Word Choice
Rubric Coherence
Clearly presents and Frames the discussion with | Demonstrates quality of Demonstrates use of varied | Controls word choice with
maintains a unified an effective introduction invented content (e.g. of syntactic structures respect to both denotation
Element purpose, focus, and/or and conclusion explanations, arguments, including simple, and connotation
Description thesis rationale, ideas, details, compound, complex, and
Creates a logical structure examples, illustrations) compound/complex Demonstrates attention to
Demonstrates of development for the sentences context (audience, purpose,
understanding of the topic, thesis, and purpose Demonstrates situation, tone)
requirements of the thoroughness in the Evidences some control
assigned task Uses transitional strategies | elaboration of content over stylistic effects (e.g. Evidences some control
(from idea to idea, variety, readability) over figurative language for
paragraph to paragraph, and rhetorical effect (e.g.
sentence to sentence) similes, metaphors,
personification)
Focused, unified, Well organized, integrated, | Quality: clear, convincing, | Fluid, varied, controlled, Apt, discriminating, vivid,
controlled, relevant smooth, controlled, accurate, effective, well- effective precise, concrete, concise
Positive coherent reasoned, insightful

Negative
Descriptors

Rambling, loosely related,
redundant, irrelevant, lacks
purpose

Disorganized, hard to
follow, mechanical,
illogical shifts, incoherent

Quality: vague, imprecise,
inaccurate, simplistic,
poorly reasoned, superficial
Thoroughness: incomplete,
general, inadequately,
developed, inadequately
supported, lacks illustration

Choppy, monotonous,
garbled, ineffective,
awkward

Inappropriate, cliched,
awkward, imprecise, vague
wordy

Rubric Holistic Scoring Scale

Scores 6 5 4 3 2 1 0
Exemplary control | Advanced control Proficient control Adequate control Basic control of Minimal control of Off Topic
Description of the domain of the domain of the domain of the domain the domain the domain

Grade 8
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Conventions of Written English — 8" Grade

3 points:

Advanced Control

The response demonstrates advanced control of a wide range of conventions identified in the 8" grade
Wisconsin Model Academic Standards in English Language Arts:

Uses words, phrases, and clauses effectively, including coordinate and subordinate
conjunctions, relative pronouns, and comparative adjectives

Uses correct tenses to indicate the relative order of events

Employs principles of agreement, including subject-verb, pronoun-noun, and preposition-
pronoun

Punctuates compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences correctly
Employs the conventions of capitalization

Spells frequently used words correctly and uses effective strategies for spelling
unfamiliar words

Errors are infrequent and minor

Proficient Control

The response demonstrates proficient control of the conventions identified in the 8" grade Wisconsin
Model Academic Standards in English Language Aurts:

Generally controls grammar and usage (principles of agreement, noun and verb forms,
pronoun reference, superlative and comparative forms)

Generally uses phrases, dependent and independent clauses clearly and correctly

Capitalizes most words correctly; control over more sophisticated capitalization skills
may be spotty

Uses end-stop punctuation correctly most of the time; internal punctuation (commas,
apostrophes, semicolons) is sometimes missing or wrong.

Generally uses correct spelling with grade-level words and reasonable phonetic
approaches to more difficult words

Makes errors typical of those commonly found in a rough draft; errors do not seriously
distract the reader

0 points:

Minimal Control

The response demonstrates minimal control of the conventions identified in the 8" grade Wisconsin
Model Academic Standards in English Language Arts:

Contains numerous serious end-stop or internal punctuation errors, resulting in fragments,
comma splices, run-ons

Shows poor control of grammar and usage (principles of agreement, verb and/or noun
forms including possessives, pronoun reference, superlative and comparative forms,
appropriate use of phrases/independent, dependent clauses, capitalization)

Frequently misspells words, even those on grade-level
Makes errors that are frequent, varied, and distracting

Off topic

Grade 8
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Grade 8 — Prompt a: Persuasive

The Television Advertisers Association is sponsoring an essay contest for
students. Students are invited to submit essays that discuss ONE thing
about television advertising they believe should be changed. Write an
essay for the contest identifying the change that should be made and
persuading your reader why this change is important.

Be sure to use:

e A clear organizational structure, including an introduction, a clear
focus, transitions, and a conclusion

e Specific reasons and details to support your conclusion

e Effective and appropriate word choice

e Correct grammar, usage, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization
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Sample Essay la:

Demographics, demographics, and more demographics! T know +hat is what people who
moke +elevision commercitls must+ +hink about in order +0 appeal +o an ever more
broad audience, sell more, and make more money. There is no+hin9 wrong with +ryin9
+0 improve +hat bottom line! However, appealing +o +the majority seems sometimes +0
mock, disCriminate againsh or shun +he minority. This writer feels +hat+ +elevision
commercials almost always depict families of “traditional” structure, rarely depicting
single parent families, members of racial minorities or interacial couples, or families
who live in inner cities. T +hink +hat+ commercials should follow in +he footsteps of
television progroms t+hat have Ccome @ long way in showmg more diversity in American
family lives.

Tn +elevision Commercials, what does one see when he or she sees a family? A married
mother and fother, usually with o+ least one son and one dau9h+er. They are
‘normal” people. They are appealing +o ‘normal people.” However, with 50% of
marriages endin9 in divorce and 0% of +he population single, how normal’ are they?
Aimost never is a family shown with a single parent! T+ s important for advertisers
+0 remember +hat nontraditional” families buy products +0o, and +hey would more
likely buy products if advertisements tried harder t+o appeal +o +heir needs. Think how
important microwave dinners are +o +hat single. mom with +hree Kids!

Even +hough commerciols and +.v. programs have both been improving in +he area of
race, advertisements still lag behind. T.V. programs show Bsian Americans, Black
Americans, Hispana‘c Americans, Notive Bmericans, e+c, but +he impression lef+ by
about ninety percent of television commercials is +hat bec‘ng an American means bemg
white. Yet+ we all know the population has changed o great deal over time! T+ is +rue
+hat we do see more black families in commercials, but what about all +he other
roces +hot shore our shores? o, even +hou9h some members of racial minorities are in
TV commercials, and are shown in @ positive, non-stereotypical |i9h+, advertisements
have a long way +0 go +o CatCh up with reality. Very few +imes in my 155 years of
life have T seen TV commercials with interacial couples!

Finally, if we believed whot we saw on +elevision Commercials, we would +hink +hat all
those ‘normal’ families all lived in +he suburbs. Never is an inner City home depicted!
Are we +o believe +hat inner city families don't eat+ a+ McDonalds, shop for cars, or
buy Clothes for +heir kids? This, +00, must+ change.
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Overall, despite our progress in Combating stereotypes and discrimination on
commercials, we have a long way +o go. The more people your advertisements appeal
+0 +he bett+er i+ is for your business, and +he bet+t+er i+ is for helping everyone feel a
part of our society. And one more +hing, remember +hat our +elevision Commercials are
seen all over +he world! Other countries +hink Americans are not very open +o
different races and beliefs. You could even help change attitudes and opinions about
America and mignt help create a more peaceful world.
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Sample Essay la: Scoring Breakdown

Composing Score: 6
Conventions Score: 3
Total Score: 9

Purpose/Focus

e This writer’s control of purpose and focus is exemplary.

e The writer explicitly states a clear, unifying, and thoughtful idea and shapes a discussion clearly
intended to persuade the audience he or she has been asked to address.

« Focus on this audience and this purpose is skillfully maintained throughout the paper.

e The writer both demonstrates an understanding of the audience’s practical concerns and
effectively challenges that audience to consider larger issues of community responsibility as
well.

Organization/Coherence

e The essay is very well organized following not only the preview given in the thesis statement
but also developing the introductory comparison between television commercials and television
programming in the body of the paper.

e Coherence is very well controlled, each idea leading naturally and logically to the next from
the first sentence to the last.

e Transitional strategies are effective and varied, creating a highly readable essay.

e The introduction and conclusion skillfully frame the essay, providing a logical context for
the points discussed in the body of the paper and creating motivation for the imagined audience.

Development of Content

e The discussion is exceptionally well developed. Support is consistently thorough, precise,
insightful, and directed to audience.

e The writer acknowledges, for example, that television advertisers have made real progress in
more fairly representing some minority groups as well as creating specific examples to illustrate
how much more effectively advertisements could reflect and reach its diverse audiences.

e This writer’s awareness of the intended communication situation effectively controls the
selection and development of content.

Sentence Fluency
e Syntax is generally very well controlled, resulting in a fluid, varied and effective writing
style.
e The writer demonstrates ability with fragments clearly used for effect, short simple sentences
created to add punch, as well as the capacity to control compound/complex sentences with
embedded phrases and clauses. Sentence beginnings are also varied and effective.

Word Choice
e Word choice is unusually skilled and guided by the writer’s sense of purpose and audience.
e The writer demonstrates access to a rich range of vocabulary (“appealing to the majority
seems sometimes to mock, discriminate against, or shun the minority”) which allows the writer
to develop ideas with discrimination, insight and depth.
= The writer consistently chooses language to achieve clarity, demonstrate conviction, and
create a memorable argument (e.g., people from diverse backgrounds “share our shores”).
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Conventions

e The writer demonstrates advanced control of a wide range of writing conventions identified
in the 8" grade Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.

e Except for the occasional effective sentence fragment, end-of-sentence punctuation is
consistently correct as is internal punctuation.

e Spelling of both grade-level and above grade-level words is correct with the exception of
“interacial.” Most capitalization rules are consistently and correctly followed.

e Grammar and usage are very well controlled.

e This is a nearly flawless essay.
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Sample Essay 2a:

When girls begin to grow op and become teenagers, most begin to care a. lot more about
their se’{—ima@e. To find +he ideal image of a r:erfed' body most girls tvr fo the media.
Many advertisments however uvse super Fhin and even digitally fixed models +o act in
Hheir commercials. If there is one thing that needs to change in TV. advertising it

needs o be that advertisers vse 31\"3 of all slnafes and sizes in their commercials.

When we look back Hhroughout history, we kaow that girls have done all kinds of things
to tHheir bodies to make Hhem look more "beavtifol." These practices fnre\/en“f‘eal normal
growth in all areas of women's bodies. These vitvals seem disgusting o vs today, and
we think we know better than to bind Up o young Sirl)s feet or encovrage her to deform

hevself in any other way.

But do we veally know better? Today girls still harm themselves P’rysicalb and mentally
becawse society has told them it will make them more attractive. The television
advertisments that they see everyday support an unrealistic image in their minds. Many
of theiv aHitudes change greatly and their minds keer them going with these pictures of
models who are most likely vihealthy. To reach this varealistic image Very young Sirls
often begin to over-excercise and vndereat. Some of these gitls g0 on to cle\/elor
seriovs disorders lke anorexia. or bulemia, and may even Az\/e’of such distorted body

imaae.s that "Hnej die.

Advertisments need +o change s0 less young minds become corrur"#e(l and. less Feof’e
become hosri"hdizec[. F_\/egboij needs o know that Hhe feorle on television axe not
normal and Hhat some fat is 300{1'.
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The media, rrqjecﬁ millions of beanty images into young air’)s heads as they wattch TV.
These images of skimy models can lead them to haxm themselves in unimaﬂeinab’e WoYS.

TV. advertisers need to vse more models of many more shafes and sizes.
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Sample Essay 2a: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 5
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 7

Purpose/Focus
e This writer’s control of purpose and focus is advanced.

e The essay focuses consistently and effectively on the assigned task, demonstrating clearly the
potentially serious effect media images can have on girls health.

e The writer maintains a persuasive purpose throughout although the approach to audience
here is less sophisticated than in the exemplary paper.

e This writer’s focus could be improved by balancing the discussion of the harmful effects of
overly slim supermodels with more specific discussion about the beneficial effects that would
result from using “girls of all shapes and sizes” in commercials.

Organization/Coherence

e The essay is well organized, containing an effective introduction and logical, though somewhat
repetitious, conclusion. The arrangement of the second and third body paragraphs
demonstrates this writer’s ability to use comparison as a dramatic means of driving home an
insightful and persuasive point.

e The writer uses a variety of transitional devices throughout the essay, including a very
effective rhetorical question at the beginning of the third paragraph, creating a generally
coherent discussion in which sentences, paragraphs, and ideas flow logically.

e Stronger transitions among sentences in the introduction and between the third and fourth
and fourth and fifth paragraphs would improve the essay.

Development of Content

e The writer effectively develops and supports the central idea, demonstrating clearly that the
problem he or she addresses has very serious consequences for many girls.

= Pointing out the hypocrisy underlying this society’s acceptance of its own unnatural standards of
beauty while condemning the rituals and practices of other cultures is an insightful and powerful
strategy.

e The writer elaborates specifically and persuasively to show the cause and effect relationship
between media standards and girls body images.

e Elaboration in this essay, however, is less consistently thorough than in the exemplary
response. Most significantly, the writer repeats but does not directly or specifically support the
central claim that showing girls of “all shapes and sizes” would make a real difference.

Sentence Fluency
e Syntax is consistently clear.
e The writer effectively varies sentence structure and sentence beginnings throughout the essay.

= Occasionally, the writer creates a highly effective phrase or clause (e.g., “we think we know
better than to bind up a young girl’s feet”; “Some of these girls go on to develop serious
disorders like anorexia or bulemia and may even develop such distorted body images that they
die.”)
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Word Choice

Overall, word choice is clear, effective, and guided by the writer’s sense of purpose and
audience.

Occasionally, the writer demonstrates an ability to select language that is particularly precise
and apt (e.g. “digitally fixed models,” “deform,” “distorted body images”).

Word choice, however, is more often general than in the exemplary response (e.g., “all kinds of
things,” “all shapes and sizes,”) and is sometimes awkward (e.g., “support an unrealistic image
in their minds™).

Conventions

The writer demonstrates proficient control of writing conventions defined in the 8" grade
Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.

End-of-sentence punctuation is consistently controlled. Grammar and usage are generally
correct with the exception of “less” young minds.

The writer makes a few minor errors typical of those found in a rough draft: omission of
commas either after introductory elements or around parenthetical ones, spelling and apostrophe
errors.
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Sample Essay 3a:

OwW Look i1sn’Y skhe beauvhful Vve wad freinds ask me wwile we'cre
watching TN, Adverhnsecrs use beauvhful women for comeraials all
Yve Yime Yo catchkh ones ege.

L ¥hink Yhat shoold be changed becaovuse a girl \ooks af Yhat
Mmode\ Yhen atr Yhemselwes and feel small and vgly. Twhecre's aloy of
preésuces Yhese days for ¥eenage qirls Yo be beauvntil and Ywe
ways Ywey Jdo W acen’y always ¥we besy. Twey see a skinny moadel
and almost instantly feel far. So they go skip a. meal O, Ywey
Yhrow away all ¥hew dreams for a fake gleaming chance Yo
become ¥hat model in skimpy clothes on TV

What advernsers are puthing out ¥here on TN isn’Yy alwagys Ywe
bes¥ ¥hing for growing qirls Yo see. Being a. model \ooks easy,
glaimacrous and popular, bur \ors of models have Yo stacve
Yhemselves and cun \ong hours Yo stay thin.

Twhe cloYhing worn 1sa’Y alwagys appropriate eivher. What Rind of
standacds are being pur up for Yoday's feminine youth?

That's why | Yhink ¥hey should coy back or quir alfogetrher wntry
Yne beauvhful girls on TN Wwo needs TN, any wagy, ger ovu¥side, do
sOmeEYhing, and stay healrhy.
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Sample Essay 3a: Scoring Breakdown

Composing Score: 4
Conventions Score: 2 (low)
Total Score: 6

Purpose/Focus

This writer demonstrates proficient control of purpose and focus.

The writer’s unifying idea, that advertisements too often use beautiful women “to catch ones
eye,” is clearly stated and usually guides the development of the paper.

The writer selects supporting points that have some persuasive force for an audience, for
example, that girls feel small and ugly when they compare themselves to the models on
television; however, the writer makes no attempt to appeal to the specific audience
identified in the prompt.

The essay’s concluding remark is irrelevant to the topic and thesis.

Organization/Coherence

The writer usually organizes ideas logically, creating a sense of beginning, middle, and
end.

Reasonable control over paragraph structure is evident: each paragraph addresses a single
topic. Ideas are usually addressed in a logical, clear order.

The introduction is catchy but underdeveloped; the conclusion is weak.

The writer often uses transitional strategies to connect ideas, but the transitions are
sometimes rough and colloquial (e.g., “so,” “or,” “that’s why™).

Development of Content

The central idea is developed and supported.

The writer provides two clear objections to the media’s emphasis on beautiful women: 1) that
girls feel ugly in comparison and become obsessed with their looks, and 2) that models pay a
heavy price to remain sufficiently slender for television. Each point receives some elaboration,
but development is more general, less thorough than the advanced or exemplary responses.
The third point is both underdeveloped and insufficiently connected to the rest of the paper.

Sentence Fluency

Syntax is generally clear and presents no barrier to understanding.

Although the writer has difficulty smoothly integrating a direct quote into her sentence structure
at the outset of the essay, she does demonstrate some ability to effectively vary sentence
structure and to communicate clearly.

Stylistically, the essay sometimes relies too heavily on the patterns of spoken English
rather than demonstrating control of written syntax: “Who needs T.V. any way, get outside,
do something, and stay healthy.” Other sentences do demonstrate developing proficiency:
“Being a model looks easy, glamarous and popular, but lots of models have to starve themselves
and run long hours to stay thin.”

Word Choice

The writer’s choice of words is clear and presents no barrier to understanding.

Although the writer usually uses ordinary vocabulary, choosing words that are predictable,
colloguial, and common, she does demonstrate the ability to turn an effective phrase that
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Conven

rings with conviction: “They see a skinny model and almost instantly feel fat. So they go skip a
meal. Or, they throw away all their dreams for a fake gleaming chance to become that model in
skimpy clothes on T.V.” The awkward use of a self-consciously formal expression, “today’s
feminine youth,” may suggest that this writer is working to develop more range in her word
choice.

tions

The writer just demonstrates proficient control of writing conventions identified in the 8™
grade Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.

Although this essay contains a variety of errors that detract from the writing, the errors are not
so distracting as to seriously impede communication.

The essay contains comma splices, errors in subject/verb and pronoun/antecedent agreement (*“a
girl looks at that model then at themselves and feel small and ugly”; “What kind of standards
are...”), numerous spelling errors with grade-level words, and omits the possessive apostrophe
in one’s.

Grade 8

87



88

Grade 8



Sample Essay 4a:

I believe that Violence in television gdvertisements should be stOpped.
Oukh society is becOMing mohe gnd more violent evely day. Many young
children watch gll of these vioclent ads and qre never tqught that
viclence is not the way 10 solve gll of your problems. We need +0 be
able +0 make ways Of mahketing phoducts On television without
incorpehating Viclence in +he qds.

If qll of this viclence on television continues, One day our society will

be 5O full of viclents that thefe will be N0 way out. We need 0 stop

all of rhe violence before it is +00 lgte O change sOciety’s Views ONn

The issue. This phoblem can be stOpped and we should staht by Femoving
viclents from our television qds.
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Sample Essay 4a: Scoring Breakdown

Composing Score: 3
Conventions Score: 2
Total Score: 5

Purpose/Focus
e This writer demonstrates adequate control of focus and purpose.

e The essay addresses the requirements of the task, specifying one thing about television
advertising that should be changed and addressing that change as significant.

e Inaddition, the writer clearly attempts to persuade the audience that television advertising
desensitizes society to violence.

Organization/Coherence

e The essay is organized, creating a sense of beginning, middle, and end, and demonstrates
adequate control of paragraph structure.

e Rather than constructing a full essay, however, the writer addresses each of the two topic
directions in a single paragraph.

e The writer does not demonstrate proficiency in framing the discussion with an effective
introduction or conclusion.

e The discussion is coherent; sentences are arranged in a logical order.

Development of Content

e The writer does not demonstrate proficiency in the development of content. Although the
points raised are worthy of elaboration, the writer merely asserts rather than supporting his
ideas.

« No specific examples of violence in television advertising or society are provided.

« No attempt is made to support the assertion that violence in television advertising leads to
actual violence.

< Rather than elaborating, the writer repeats general statements in general terms.
e The lack of development in this essay is its greatest weakness.

Sentence Fluency
e Syntax is clear and presents no barrier to understanding.

e The writer avoids awkward structures; however, in comparison with higher scoring papers,
this writer does not demonstrate control over varied sentence structures and beginnings.

Word Choice

e Word choice is clear and presents no barrier to understanding but is consistently general
rather than concrete.

= This writer deals exclusively in generalities: “becoming more and more violent every day,” “all
of these violent ads,” “to solve all of your problems,” “stop all of the violence.”

Conventions
« The writer demonstrates proficient control of writing conventions defined in the 8" grade
Wisconsin Model Academic standards.
e The writer produces enough text to determine that the essential elements of end-stop
punctuation, internal punctuation, grammar and usage, capitalization conventions are
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sufficiently under control. The misspellings of incorporating and violence are minor.
Although the writer avoids common homonym errors and uses apostrophes correctly (a good
sign), achieving advanced control requires demonstration of a wider variety of sentence
structures and conventions as defined in the standards.

Grade 8
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Sample Essay 5a:

One +hing about +v ddver+ising I +hink should be changed 15 how fake
+he, are.

T hate 1+ when +.v advertising makes +hings seem so0 fake. On +his one
commercidl +hey had +his +hing +ha+ supposedly makes your +ee+h
clean hke +hat! When +he, showed +he commeraial, +he guy had yellow
+eethnot just ah++le but dlot. Also with +oys, when T was h++le I
wanted +his Barbie, and on +he commercidl 1+ said she redlly skates. I
+hought she really ska+ed by herself, but when I got her home she
wouldn'+ skat+e. I had +o push her dround.
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Sample Essay 5a: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 2
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 4

Purpose/Focus

The writer demonstrates basic control of purpose and focus.

The writer keeps to the assigned topic but does not fully address the requirements of the
task. One specific issue is identified, but the writer does not adequately demonstrate its
significance.

Little effort is made to move beyond assertion to persuasion.
Audience awareness is significantly lacking. The essay is me-centered throughout.
This writer’s control of purpose and focus is several years below grade level.

Organization/Coherence

The essay reveals a weak sense of beginnings and paragraph structure but no sense of
closure.

The writer does not engage in an introductory strategy but begins with a simple assertion. The
single body paragraph does include specific examples which shows the writer’s awareness that
development with specifics is required.

The writer does not bother with a conclusion.
The writer uses simple transitional strategies and creates an understandable flow of ideas.

Development of Content

The writer does not adequately develop the central claim.

Other than providing two examples of “fake” advertising claims, the essay does not adequately
explore, develop, or elaborate on the topic.

Grade level treatment of this idea should demonstrate an ability to analyze more effectively,
involving discussion, for example, of misleading or exaggerated advertising claims and more
thoughtful treatment of the significance of their effects.

Sentence Fluency

Control of syntax is very weak.

This writer has not made a transition from the patterns of speech to the structures of
written discourse.

Sentence beginnings are ungrammatical and awkward. Syntax derails as a result: “On this one
commercial they had this thing that supposedly makes your teeth clean like that!”

Word Choice

Word choice is simplistic and limited throughout.

Conventions

The writer just demonstrates proficient control of the conventions identified in the 8" grade
Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.

End-of-sentence and internal punctuation, spelling, and capitalization are generally correct.

A pronoun/antecedent agreement error occurs in the first sentence; alot is a common and minor
misspelling.
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e This writing sample is so brief and the range of syntactic structures used is so narrow. However,
had a major agreement error, verb form error, or end-stop error occurred, the essay would have
received a “1” for writing conventions.
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Sample Essay 6a:

ey chomgg for the television dee_rJrLsLmS s sTop usetng

some dLskuerng Jrh'mgs on Tv pills To sTop bLo+QL08 and
stutf Like fhot for tastins
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Sample Essay 6a: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 1
Conventions: 1
Total Score: 2

Purpose/Focus
e This writer states something relevant to the prompt but makes no attempt to sustain its
development.
= No evidence is provided that the writer can sustain focus or address an audience effectively.

Organization/Coherence

= Since this writer does not sustain a response to the prompt, there is no evidence of skill in
organizing a coherent discussion.

Development of Content
e The writer makes almost no attempt to develop the point raised.

Sentence Fluency

e Syntax is very poorly controlled and indicates difficulty with English word order and sentence
structure.

Word Choice
« Word choice is simplistic and significantly below grade level.

Conventions

 This writer demonstrates minimal control of writing conventions identified in the 8" grade
Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.

e This very brief writing sample contains numerous, obvious errors.
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Grade 8 — Prompt b: Persuasive

The school newspaper has asked students to submit suggestions about
how to improve the school. Think of ONE problem that you would like to
see solved to make life at school better for you and others. Write a letter to
the school newspaper, convincing your readers that this problem is
significant and that your solution will work.

Be sure to use:
e Specific reasons and details to support your discussion
e A clear organizational structure, including an introduction, a clear
focus, transitions, and a conclusion
e Effective and appropriate word choice
e Correct grammar, usage, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization
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Sample Essay 1b:

Many students have been complaning about the school lunch recently.
They agree that the prices are too high the quantity is too low, the
selection is bad, and that the food that is considered healthy is probably far
less nutricious than the chips and cookies that are also sold.

Is $1.25 too expensve for bottld water? What about $0.75 for a
rather smal bag of chips or some ice cream. It is arguable, but many
students have been complaning about the high prices of school lunch food.
The food is very highly priced, and not always even worth the price! Of
course, it's a matter of opinion, but most would agree that the prices are
smply too high. Fifty cents may seem cheap for a cookie, but when you
buy two or three others things the price adds up, and if you plan on
having any sort of a ‘healthy” lunch, it's going to cost you (probably about
$300 - $5.00). The food should at least be worth the price, right? And
that isn't even true to some people. The prices of the food for school
lunch should be lowered due to the quaity of the food and the opinions of
most-students. The quality of the food s another controversial matter, but
agan, a large number of students agree that the food s not good. Sure,
they have chip, cookies, and ice cream, one kind of pizza and one ‘healthy”
selection, but after a white this gets boring, most kids don't eve eat the
‘healthy” food because the chicken just doesn't taste lke chicken. And then
agan, arises the question, is the food worth the price?

Perhaps another way to make the food better would be to gve us
more for our mongy. Seventy-five cents may be reasonable price for chips
f they actually gve us enough of them to keep us from going hungry.
Oftentimes, food wil be in short supply, too, and they could have run out
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of pizza before you even get to the front of that long ine. 1t would
also help if we were gven more sglection. For example, ff they sold
aifferent kinds of food. There aren't that many options, and everyone would
love a change once in a whie. So to further improved the school lunches
we should get more for our mongy, so to speak.

Right now, a lot of students would be happier if the school lunches
were better. After al, aren't we supposed to look forward to lunch
durng the school day? Therefore, to improve the lunches, and thereof the
well-beng of the students, the prices, quality, and quantity should be
improved.
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Sample Essay 1b: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 6
Conventions: 3
Total Score: 9

Purpose/Focus

e “The price, quality, and quantity of the school lunch food should be improved to help make the
school better.”

Organization/Coherence
= Solid introduction explaining the problems and suggesting solutions.
e Conclusion briefly and smoothly summarizes the essay.

e Paper is well organized and logically structured, addressing, in turn, all elements of the thesis,
i.e., price, quality, and quantity of the food. Transitional strategies from element to element are
particularly effective.

Development of Content
= Thorough development of rationale.
e Arguments are clear and convincing — “most kids don’t even eat the ‘healthy’ food because the
chicken doesn’t taste like chicken.” “Oftentimes, food will be in short supply, too, and they
could have run out of pizza before you even get to the front of that long line.”

Sentence Fluency
< Fluid, effective writing with considerable variety of syntactic structures — “It should at least be
worth the price, right?” “of course, it’s a matter of opinion, but most would agree that the prices
are simply too high.” “Perhaps another way to make the food better would be to give us more
for our money.” “There aren’t that many options, and everyone would love a change once in a
while, so to further improve school lunches, we should get more for our money...”

Word Choice
< Controlled word choice demonstrating attention to purpose and audience — “Many students have
been complaining about school lunches recently.” “Fifty cents may seem cheap for a cookie,
but when you buy two or three others things the price adds up...”
< Vivid, discriminating use of language — “Sure, they have chips, cookies, and ice cream, one kind
of pizza and one ‘healthy’ selection, but after a while this gets boring.”

Conventions

e Advanced control of a wide range of conventions — particularly in the effective use of words,
phrases, and clauses — with only infrequent and minor errors.
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Sample Essay 2b:

Dear School Newspaper,

By +he fourth quarter, 9rades tend to drop. This ocCurs because of
lack of motivation in +he students by +he end of +he school year.
Students are so sick of school in the Fourth quarter that they tend +o
slack off and Finish +he school vear with lower 9rades +han +hey are
capeable of. Tf there were less school days and more work put into one
school day, students would be less +ired of school and would be forced +o
do +heir school work +o +he best of +heir abilities. Havin9 Wednesdays
off is +he perfect solution.

Havmg o break in t+he middle of +he school week would help
students improve +heir 9rades. Afrer weekends, students come back +o
school rested, and ready +o learn. This is because +hey have had some
time +o have fund and spend time with family and friends. Havin9
Wednesdays off would have a similar effect. Students would come back
+0 school after enJ'O\/mg +hemselves.  This would cause students morale +o
take a large step up, along with students 9rades.

Some people might object +o having Wednesdays being school-free
Sa\/in9 They won't learn s muCh with less school days!" and "After
getting Wednesday off, +hey'll want all of their days off!"  The solution
to these problems are simple: Teach more in one day and don'+ be
unrealistic—they aren't going +o get rid of school akogether.

Having Wednesdays off and expecting more out of students in one
day's +ime is sure +0 make grades improve.

Sincerely,
A student who is sick of school
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Sample Essay 2b: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 5
Conventions: 3
Total Score: 8

Purpose/Focus

e To solve the problem of students receiving lower grades in the fourth quarter because of their
flagging motivation, student proposes a mid-week break from school on Wednesdays and an
increased work load the remaining week days.

Organization/Coherence
e Strong and effective introduction
e Weak conclusion

= Organizational strategy is clear and effectively carried out — the problem is presented, the
solution suggested, reasons in support of the solution are explained, and in conclusion, potential
objections to the solution are countered.

Development of Content
e Thesis is logically and effectively developed.

e Support is somewhat limited, but specific and convincing — “After weekends, students come
back...rested and ready to learn...because they have had some time to have fun...” “Having
Wednesdays off would have a similar effect.”

Sentence Fluency

e Writing is effective, controlled, and varied. “After getting Wednesday off, they’ll want all their
days off!” “The solution to these problems is simple. Teach more in one day and don’t be
unrealistic...they aren’t going to get rid of school altogether.”

Word Choice

« Demonstrates attention to audience and purpose with vivid and apt wording — “Having a break
in the middle of the school week would help students improve their grades.” “Some people
might object to having Wednesdays being school-free saying ‘They won’t learn as much with
less school days!””

Conventions
e Demonstrates advanced control of a wide range of conventions.
= Errors in paper are minor and not distracting.
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Sample Essay 3b:

Dear School Newspaper,

T have a sugges+ion on how +0 improve our school. As mos+ people
know, +here are no school buses in our school distnct. This posses d
real problem. Why? There dre man, disadvantdges +o not+ having school
buses. Tor example, some students live +oo far awa, +o walk +o school.
Mos+ parents work, and can'+ +ranspor+ +heir children +o and from school.
Al+hough +here are city buses, +hese dre no+ usable for all s+adents
erther. The aity buses +ravel n d pre-de+ermned route, which ma,
be nowhere near +he students house. These long walks from a bus
s+0p +0ke awdy study +ime from +hose students who desperately need
1+, Not +o mention +he fact +hat+ +hese oty buses cos+ money, and
(a+es s6em +o steadlly incredse. School buses dre dlso much safer. A
direct route +o and from school reduces +he nsk of children being
kidnapped on +he way home from school. Also, mos+ school systems do
provide school buses. Why not us?

50 1n conclusion T hope +ha+ our school can ge+ school buses.
They're safer, auicker, and overdll more prac+ical

Grade 8 107



Sample Essay 3b: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 4
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 6

Purpose/Focus
e Student suggests the school district provide buses to transport the students to and from school.

Organization/Coherence
< Introduction section fails to include student’s suggested solution.
e Conclusion is very brief.
e Paper is focused and coherent

e Student explains in some detail the drawbacks associated with the problem, i.e. not having
school buses — increased cost, loss in safety, loss of study time.

Development of Content

e Thesis is well developed by use of well-reasoned explanations and examples — “Although there
are city buses, these are not usable for all students either. The city buses travel in a pre-
determined route, which may be nowhere near the student’s house.” “School buses are also
much safer. A direct route to and from school reduces the risk of children being kidnapped on
the way home from school.”

Sentence Fluency

e Controlled and clear — “I have a suggestion on how to improve our school. As most people
know, there are no school buses in our school district. This posses a real problem.”

Word Choice
= Words chosen are appropriate and simple.

Conventions
= Proficient control of conventions.
e Safe paper with few errors.
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Sample Essay 4b:

Dear Newspaper,

Hello. The biggest problem I think at any school is that kids are
bringing things and or items to school that could hurt there
live’s or that could hurt someone else’s. The two ways | think
our school could improve on kid's not bringing those thing's to
school would be to mayhe have a dector thing that if anyone I
or look’s up to no good or has something that they shouldn’t it
would be. Another one could be to have a camera watching the
student’s go in and out and the should be in the office looking
at the screen and If they see anything that look’s like the
person shouldn’t have it here in school then the someone from
the office could simple go out there and ask to see there
backpack or coat or whatever or whereever they saw the thing. So
1T you agree with me and my suggestion’s please that them be
heard.

Thank you..
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Sample Essay 4b: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 3
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 5

Purpose/Focus

e “The biggest problem I think at any school is that kids are bringing things and or item’s to
school that could hurt there live’s or that could hurt someone else’s.” Student then suggests
cameras or some other detecting device as solutions.

Organization/Coherence

e Weak, brief introduction and conclusion.

e Essay remains focused on problem/solution throughout, but sometimes is difficult to follow —
“The two ways | think our school could improve on kid’s not bringing those thing’s to school
would be to maybe have a dector thing that of anyone is or look’s up to no good or has
something that they shouldn’t it would be.”

Development of Content
e Thesis is inadequately developed.

e The problem selected is referenced only in a general way - ...kid’s are bringing thing’s and or
item’s...”, “...if anyone is or look’s up to no good...” — with no examples cited.

Sentence Fluency
e Sentences are hindered by their excessive length and imprecise wording — “Another one could
be to have a camera watching the student’s go in and out and the should be in the office looking
at the screen and if they see anything that look’s like the person shouldn’t have it here in school
then the someone from the office could simple go out there and ask to see there backpack or coat
or whatever or whereever they saw the thing.”

Word Choice
« Wording is simple but imprecise — “The two ways | think our school could improve on kid’s not
bringing those thing’s to school would be to maybe have a dector thing that if anyone is or
look’s up to no good or has something that they shouldn’t it would be.”

Conventions
 Somewhat awkward paper with frequent internal punctuation (apostrophes) errors- “look’s”,

“live’s”, “suggestions’s”.

e Errors usually do not seriously distract the reader.
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Sample Essay 5b:

| think you should be aloud to have hardy candy when ever you want
and chew gum also but in order to do this we will have to be respecful
and not stick it to desks or chairs or even the floors. | we can
follow these guide lines we might be able to do this without having
teachers get mad at us.
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Sample Essay 5b: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 2
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 4
Purpose/Focus
e Student has hinted at the problem, i.e., the existing prohibitions against chewing gum and candy,
and suggested the compromise solution of behaving more responsibly — “...we will have to be

respectful and not stick it to desks or chairs or even the floors.”

Organization/Coherence

< Introduction and conclusion are missing. Paper is coherent, focused, and logical but too
minimal to demonstrate organizational skills.

Development of Content

e There is no discussion of the problem, including why it might be significant. A solution is
suggested, however, along with the examples of how to make it work and why it might be
successful —“...but in order to do this we will have to be respectful and not stick it to desks or
chairs or even floors. | we can follow these guide lines we might be able to do this without
having teachers get mad at us.”

Sentence Fluency
e Paper is limited to two sentences, which are sufficiently controlled to relay their meaning.

Word Choice

« Wording is simple and demonstrates attention to audience and purpose — “I think you should be
aloud to have hardy candy when ever you want and chew gum also...but we will have to be
respectful...”

Conventions
e Generally controls grammar and usage.

e Spelling errors are numerous for such a short paper — “aloud”, “hardy”, “respectful”” — but do not
seriously distract the reader.
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Sample Essay 6b:

Dear Ne\»sPaPer

! \)U()lﬁl.d LiLC 'H\C S‘CL\OO( +O !36 EZHZY FOY 'H\@ z?ow\cjer (ud \»L\@h ‘H\e
(.JO{ come +O +L\i§ Ghd lmG(,LC 'Haelm 56 weu cole '('O 'H\is SCL\OOL Ghd

DOP\ "' 3ive L\Olh@ \X/OY(/L Obv"' €V€Y</( DO«1 Or Oh 'H\C weeLehds
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Sample Essay 6b: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 1
Conventions: 1
Total Score: 2

Purpose/Focus
e Student suggests the school make younger students feel more welcome.

Organization/Coherence
= Paper has no logical structure of development; neither does it have an introduction nor
conclusion.
e Itis more a listing than an essay.

Development of Content

e The “problem” vaguely referred to, i.e., the unpleasant shock young, new students receive upon
entering this school, is not developed. The suggested solution — “make them be well come to
this school and Don’t give home work out every Day or on the weekends” — is stated, but not
developed.

Sentence Fluency
e One sentence essay that is awkward and ineffective.

Word Choice
« Awkward and imprecise — “I would like the school to be better for the younger kid when the kid
came to this and make them be well come...”

Conventions
= Very brief paper with frequent, varied, and distracting errors.
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Sample Essay 7b:

The LA LeMers have o _Xc.cr\' *ecn, aud should be ou WIBC cvciﬁé_c_\&
The LeMers should Felle UP Cauw, Progrtius At wes ‘\‘\\c,rcu aud wore because
’\’\v\_&i\'am so dowiuaut. The have wou the %A?\gu_\g“s Z wears 1w & row cud
’\’\\ﬁo\m _io'w_ai:‘:or & 3~?<.cr\' o Thet hes ou_«\A\oc&u doue _\%M\L\\c\d Jorécxu,
cud Hhe Bllls. Udbe B’&o«r\' cud MVUP c?oss\\o\e,) O’uecd shodd, cud codld
weMe sk oru T believe et ’\'\\_&5 should e —‘>J\’ ou NBC, <o T cau see
Hhewn weMe Wit oru

The LeMer’s have so .i°°A of L\r\uu'\sl'ﬁ wheu T cowes to the
’P\O\'AQ’(&S. T\n& are Gwesoue. T\A}A\nc\ve, ’?re\oa\z_bh’\'\nt besst 1, 2 coudsiucttiou
cS\r\cAe\, oo iuthe World, T \'\°?¢ Soueoue _ic\'s His cue A’%c\ué reclize
‘*’ki\.l waut WA ou NIBC every acume uext seasou.
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Sample Essay 7b: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: D
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 2

Purpose/Focus
e Thesis is Off Topic — “The L.A. Lakers have a great team, and should be on NBC everyday.”

Organization/Coherence

 Awkward introduction — “The Lakers should take up any program that was there, and more
because they are so dominant” — and weak conclusion.

e Logical structure but lack of transitional strategies.

Development of Content

e Thorough development of a limited thesis — “...won the NBA Playoffs 2 years in a row...Kobe
Bryant and MVP (possible) O’Neal should, and could make history...have probably the best 1, 2
combination (Shag, Kobe) in the World.”

Sentence Fluency

= Adequate sentence fluency; control with some variation — “They are awesome. They have
probably the best 1, 2 combinations...l hope someone gets this one day...”

Word Choice

e Simplistic, precise — “The have won the NBA Playoffs 2 in a row and they are going for a 3-
peat” — but sometimes awkward — “The Laker’s have so good of a chemistry when it comes to
the Playoffs.”

Conventions
e Generally controls grammar and usage, punctuation and spelling.
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Sample Essay 8b:
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Sample Essay 8b: Scoring Breakdown

Purpose/Focus
* None

Organization/Coherence
e None in instructed format

Development of Content
= None

Sentence Fluency
« No sentences

Word Choice
e None in instructed format

Conventions

Composing:
Conventions:
Total Score:

A
A
0

e A graphic organizer is, by definition, a failure to provide a connected prose response; thus it is

unscorable.

e Graphic organizers must always be condition coded A.
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Grade 8 — Prompt c: Persuasive

Your school is considering changing its grading system from traditional
letter grades A, B, C, D, F to a simple pass/fail method for all assignments.
This proposal will be discussed at the next meeting of the PTA
(Parent/Teacher Association). Write an essay to the PTA arguing FOR or
AGAINST the proposed grading change.

Be sure to use:
e Specific reasons and details to support your conclusion
e A clear organizational structure, including an introduction, a clear
focus, transitions, and a conclusion
o Effective and appropriate word choice
e Correct grammar, usage, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization
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Sample Essay 1c:

0 dimeim DR The Irodomal Letten gnoded X0
Q. O pADD drydLeso LOLRL Bl megOline Jre dulLd.
WAL Lo Ao ppem Lo TAODL Dludem Ld LWAO ried
0 hand. b thery Could X0 gek am (D2 Fhein paDDLOM
X0 DL X0 el would dddolare amd Lhey Loould
mOoX workK adAard. Jo predeare the Quolitied, The
“P(\:Jéob LAOLRA Ar0de mOL XO Chamge The grad.omg
DrydLeme. DL Lol e du L ome A LD Darre s DXOKL.

FdX Of AR, Whem the B 0aDD dydLe
Lol Decome afBectinre, Lt Lo RL 2mable smOe
DX udem £d X0 p0DD LoEAOLL Lryimg. Oimce thay
Lol moX Ly, Lhey LoOuld moX Leliim OD smulCh Ad
XAery Could Aaare.  FA0DL P20PRe LWAD AROAYD LORKed
The i Aad e d L tould Alare mOoLhong L0 DACW Ad Lhe
Frultd of theln 00D Thom, the dtudemd wWho
aendny Aad anrelge O L2 R0W Aareilge groded Lould
Keep domg oXactly whal Lheny Ao md moX durre
Xo Ly Aander. Chlmgmg LThe Dydlesm oL
DDA Ehe dinre Dtudem X dA0are L0 duCleed.

5LCOM,Q% CoReged OOl Legm ACCeplimg AL
0aDDmg DXudem LD beClude Lhere 40 mO way Lo
ddLmguidh LWOAO AAD graded e Ceedumg Lhe Garenage

Loare . W LAreUYOM L LOAD ACCepled, Lhe DO ld of
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XAODe LWAD iced Lo lRd DeCOme im0 A DP ek WhO
COaDLD. \DE thede CORReged Ke X Xhe XLnad i XLomal
%Jv_aobuw% Dryde e, The DLudem LD WALk The melo

Dy DL e s, Lo mot ducceed.

KOOI Ry, OmCe Xhe dLudemd Aare gOme LAROUGA
College, Lhey WAL AL LO DO LAOLD D PORL
XA Delared.  Fhey would be wded X0 doimg G
QArenlge QO OF oK amd would moX go Far m
Thoit (0.

Fhough mlyle the B0 EADD DydLesne Oy FOAL
Daemed LlKe @ good Ldef, L ey Lo L DX Lo a
Dy dLe s LAAL LR Coude The dnnre com DLudem Ld Lo
dLoapea com pRetelny amd dash thelnhopd OF
2 Ceed img Lhe X PeClOLOMD om DCAOOR amd o Lhe
L0 @W% 0 LOMORL Lo o %ﬁaou,.b
Lol MOL Se du kL om A g00d DrydLerm.
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Sample Essay 1c: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 6
Conventions: 3
Total Score: 9

Purpose/Focus

“To diminish the traditional letter grades to fail /pass would have negative results.”

Organization/Coherence

Exemplary control of focus, purpose and organization.

Effective introduction which clarifies purpose and addresses needs of audience.
Conclusion is less skillful but satisfactorily summarizes the writer’s thesis.
Organization is clear and points are arranged in logical sequence.

Development of Content

Content is thoughtful, insightful, and well-developed.
Support is provided by examples.

Sentence Fluency

Syntax is very well controlled.
Writing is smooth and effective.

Word Choice

Conven

Unusually skilled (“diminish traditional letter grade,” “passion to strive to excel”).

tions

Advanced control of a wide range of conventions — particularly in the effective use of words,

phrases, and clauses effectively (i.e. “Because there is no way to distinguish...”, “Though
maybe it may have seemed like a good idea...”)

Tenses, principles of agreement, punctuation, spelling, capitalization are consistently correct;

errors are infrequent and minor.

Grade 8
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Sample Essay 2c:

Ovr school has been considering o chage in the grading system that I
believe, if approved woold have o, horvible effect on the school as well as
the stdents. Changing the corvent grading system of Als, b's, c's, d's
and f's o simr’e Fass/l[ad’ grades wovld make this easier for teachers, but
would damage the school as a. whole.

If the change was made, and all stodents sim’;b recieved o, passor fal
grade, students and parents would never know how well they really are
doing.  This is becavse with a, pass, the student cold veally be doing work
worthy of a. D-. Therefore, a. student doing A+ work would get the same
grade and reward as one getting a D-,

If A+ and D- worthy work gets a student the same grade, who wants o
work harder to get the A? What student would continve to strive for,
and work haxd for that A when they covld just slack off and get the
same 'pass as a, grade”

When one gets an A, it makes them feel hagpy and provd. If Hhis was
taken away, 1o stodent covld feel pride in Hheir work when They con't ell
if it is worth an A, or & D. Students would no longer have that self
pride, and woold stop working a.s haxd, becawse o pass on only needs a. D.
Tn conclosion any person can see how badly Hhis new grading system would

affect ove school. We would not jost be getting vd of a 3raulin3 system,
bot also of Fn‘cle and haxdwork in ovr students.

Grade 8 125



Sample Essay 2c: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 6
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 8

Purpose/Focus
e Clearly evident “Changing the current grading system of A’s, b’s, ¢’s, d’s and f’s to simple
pass/fail grades would make this easier for teachers, but would damage the school as a whole.

Organization/Coherence
e Advanced control of focus, purpose, organization, and coherence.
e Organization — logical and well maintained.

Development of Content
e Introduction and conclusion are effective (introduction more so0.)
= Overall very effective and clear, but lacking the insightful elaboration characteristic of an
exemplary paper.

Sentence Fluency
e Transitions simple but effective.
e Frequent tense changes.

Word Choice
e Effective and Clear

Conventions
e Generally controls grammar, usage, punctuation, spelling and capitalization.
e Some errors and inconsistencies typical of a first draft, but none seriously distract the reader.
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Sample Essay 3c:

The Ecaditional grading scoce of A, B, ¢, D, F has been acoond for a long
time and has proved to be appropriate for grading pocposes. #, B, ¢, D and F
grades push Kids o do their best in school becavse stodents alnays ey to get
an A € a pass/Cail method was inkroduced, the challenge ko get good grades
woold no longer exist.

Competing with grades for scholacships and admission ko cectain colleges
has been a motivator €or Kids o get high grade point averqges. |€ there were
only pass/Cail grades a lok of stodents would get a passing mack €or every
sobject bot Ehis does not mean that Ehey go all s Colleges would no longer
have o clear view of hon the ctodents did in highschool with jost pass or €ail
geades.

| believe Ehak vsing Ehe Ecaditional A, B, ¢, D, F garading scale is the besk
path to take. This scale poshes stodents Lo do well in school and ik Eruly
chows how Ehey ace doing in o ceckain class. The A B, ¢, D, F scale has wocked
in £he past and will wock in Ehe Cokore.
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Sample Essay 3c: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 4
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 6

Purpose/Focus

= Focus and purpose are clear and well maintained throughout. Student believes the current letter
grade system is better than pass/fail as a motivator for students and a clear view of ability.

Organization/Coherence
e Introduction and conclusion are present.
e Creates a logical context and demonstrates audience awareness.

Development of Content
e Adequately developed and supported but somewhat repetitious.
e Elaboration is scant.

Sentence Fluency
e Formulaic and repetitive.

Word Choice
e Effective and clear.

Conventions
e Generally controls grammar, usage, punctuation, spelling and capitalization.
e Some errors and inconsistencies typical of a first draft, but none seriously district the reader.
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Sample Essay 4c:

PTA

This letter is regardng the school's decision to change the school grading
system. The school would lke to change from the standard A B, C D, F
to just a pass or faling grade.

In my opinion you should not make this change. 1 feel ths way
because with a simple pass or fal you don't see if the student passed just
barely or passed higher up on the grading scale. Parents and students
should be able to see more exactly how wel or poor they are doing than
just passing or faling.
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Sample Essay 4c: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 3
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 5
Purpose/Focus
e “The current grading system of A, B, C, D, F to pass/fail grades would be bad for parents and
students.”

Organization/Coherence
e Focus is stated and maintained.
e Transitions are present.
e Syntax is generally correct.

Development of Content
e Content development consists of one idea with minimal supporting arguments.

Sentence Fluency
e Simple sentences.
e Paper reads more like a telegram.

Word Choice
« Effective and clear.

Conventions
e Generally correct but with more errors than the length of the paper warrants
e Adequate control for grade level
« Changes from 3" to 2™ person more than once.
e Some errors and inconsistencies typical of a first draft, but none seriously distract the reader.
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Sample Essay 5c:

l think that i+ shoulld be Qass o faill Tth Loy you kaow how you
ace doLmS, l\C you SQ+ a fail you ace \CQLLLO\% but if you 3Q+ o
POSS your PASSLNG. £ you have two passes and one fail your doLmS
8ood, L+ s alot casier for students to undecstand that WOy
then {Lgudmg out A-Frs.
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Sample Essay 5c: Scoring Breakdown

Composing:
Conventions:
Total Score:

Purpose/Focus
e “Pass or Fail would be easier to understand.”

Organization/Coherence
e Logical sequencing of ideas.
< No introduction or conclusion.

Development of Content
e Vague and underdeveloped.

Sentence Fluency
e Simple but correct.

Word Choice
e Effective and clear.

Conventions
e Generally controls grammar and punctuation.
e Simple words are misspelled/misused.

2
2
4
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Grade 10

Each student's paper will be scored using two holistic rubrics:
e A 6-point composing rubric that measures students ability to write purposeful, focused, organized
prose directed clearly and effectively to an audience.
e A 3-point conventions rubric that measures students ability to control the conventions of standard
written English appropriate to grade level.

Composing Rubric Clarification for Scorers

Keep in mind that a paper need not meet all the criteria at a given score point to meet that score. A “5”
paper, for instance, may contain some characteristics of a “6” and some characteristics of a “4,” but on
balance will most closely match the criteria for a “5.”

6 Points

This paper demonstrates exemplary control of focus, purpose, organization, coherence and development.

An appropriate sense of audience is evident throughout, guiding the writer’s word choice and selection,

arrangement, and development of content.

e The introduction and conclusion skillfully frame and clarify the writer’s purpose and address the
needs of the audience.

e The writer’s focus or thesis is either explicitly stated or strongly implied and consistently guides the
paper’s development.

e The writer’s organizational strategy is clear and effectively carried out.
Coherence is consistently very well controlled: connections among sentences, ideas, and paragraphs
are consistently clear. Transitional strategies are effective and varied.

e Content is thoughtful, insightful, and unusually well developed and supported.

e Syntax is very well controlled, resulting in a fluid, varied, and effective writing style.

e Word choice is unusually skilled (discriminating, precise, apt, habitually concrete) and guided by the
writer’s sense of purpose and audience.

5 Points

This paper demonstrates advanced control of focus, purpose, organization, coherence, and development.

An appropriate sense of audience is evident throughout, guiding the writer’s word choice and selection,

arrangement, and development of content.

e The introduction and conclusion create a logical context for the body of the paper but may be more
formulaic and less effective for audience than the exemplary response.

e The writer’s focus or thesis is either explicitly stated or strongly implied. Overall, the student’s focus
is clearly evident, though the response may contain a paragraph or section where focus is briefly lost.

e The writer’s organizational strategy is clear and effectively carried out.

e Coherence is generally well controlled: connections among sentences, ideas, and paragraphs are
usually clear. Transitional strategies are used to aid readers.

e Content is solidly developed and supported, but elaboration is less consistently specific and insightful
than the 6.

e Syntax is consistently clear and effective.

e Overall, word choice is very effective and guided by the writer’s sense of purpose and audience.
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4 Points

This paper demonstrates proficient control of focus, purpose, organization, coherence and development.

Audience awareness is generally evident.

e The introduction and conclusion create a logical context for the body of the paper but may be more
formulaic and less effective for an audience than exemplary and advanced responses.

e The writer’s focus or thesis is either explicitly stated or strongly implied. Overall, the student’s focus
is clearly evident, though the response may contain a paragraph or section where coherence is briefly
lost.

e The writer’s organizational strategy is clear and effectively carried out.

o Coherence is generally controlled: connections among central ideas are clear. Transitional strategies
are present but may be less smoothly handled than exemplary and advanced responses.

e Content is developed and supported. Elaboration is typically more general than exemplary and
advanced responses.

e Syntax is generally clear and provides no barrier to understanding.

o Overall, word choice is clear and appropriate but tends to be less precise and effective than the
exemplary and advanced responses.

3 Points

This paper demonstrates adequate control of focus, purpose, organization, coherence and development.

The sense of real communication with an audience is often lacking, resulting in weaknesses in several

skill areas.

¢ Anintroduction and conclusion frame the discussion but tend to be ineffective for audience.

e The writer’s focus or thesis is stated or implied but may be general or overly vague; the focus may
only partially guide the paper’s development. Readers may sense the writer’s lack of clear purpose.

e The writer’s overall organizational plan is carried out.

o Coherence is generally adequately controlled: connections among central ideas are fairly clear.
Transitional strategies are usually present between paragraphs, but they may tend to be highly
formulaic and ineffective for an audience.

e Content is underdeveloped, often or habitually general, vague, repetitious, weak. Readers may sense
the writer has one or two generic ideas that are repeated over and over in lieu of development.
Wandering from the point may cover the writer’s inability to develop his or her purpose. The writer
often seems to lack a sense of communication with an audience.

Syntax can range from generally clear to frequently awkward or choppy and monotonous.

e Word choice tends to be vague, general, or cliched.

2 Points

This paper demonstrates basic control of focus, purpose, organization, coherence and development.

Audience awareness/real communicative purpose is lacking or absent.

e Anintroduction and conclusion may be present but are very underdeveloped and inattentive to the
needs of an audience.

e The writer makes an attempt to create a focus or thesis in response to the prompt. Focus and purpose
may only partially guide the paper’s development.

e The writer makes a discernable attempt to organize the response.

e Coherence is often lacking. Connections among central ideas are frequently unclear. Little or no
attempt is made to create transitional strategies to aid readers.

e Content is very vague and underdeveloped, though the writer makes an attempt to sustain a response
to the prompt.

e Syntax is frequently awkward and uncontrolled.

e Word choice is frequently vague, awkward and inadequate to the task.
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1 Point
This paper demonstrates minimal control of focus, purpose, organization, coherence and development.

Audience awareness/real communicative purpose is lacking or absent.

The writer states something relevant to the prompt but makes no attempt to sustain its development.
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10™ Grade Composing Rubric

Wisconsin Writing Rubric 6-Point Scoring Guide

Elements of Purpose & Focus Organization & Development of Content Sentence Fluency Word Choice
Rubric Coherence
Explicitly states, or strongly | Frames the discussion with | Demonstrates quality of Demonstrates syntactic Controls word choice with
implies, a thesis or unifying | an effective introduction invented content (e.g. of control of simple, respect to both denotation
Element purpose which firmly and conclusion explanations, arguments, compound, complex, and and connotation
Description guides the paper rationale, ideas, details, compound/complex
Creates a logical structure examples, illustrations) sentences Demonstrates attention to
Demonstrates of development for the context (audience, purpose,
understanding of the topic, thesis, and purpose Demonstrates Evidences some control situation, tone)
requirements of the thoroughness in the over stylistic effects (e.g.
assigned task Uses effective and varied elaboration of content flow, cadence, parallelism, | Evidences some control
transitional strategies (from variety, readability, over figurative language for
idea to idea, paragraph to judicious use of active and | rhetorical effect (e.g.
paragraph, and sentence to passive voice, effective metaphors, similes,
sentence) repetition) hyperbole, analogies)
Focused, unified, Well organized, integrated, | Quality: clear, precise, Fluid, varied, controlled, Apt, discriminating, vivid,
controlled, relevant smooth, controlled, accurate, effective, well- effective, skilled precise, concrete, concise
Positive coherent reasoned, insightful
Descriptors Thoroughness: complete,
specific, well-developed,
well-supported, well-
illustrated
Rambling, loosely related, Disorganized, hard to Quality: vague, imprecise, Choppy, monotonous, Inappropriate, cliched,
redundant, irrelevant, lacks | follow, mechanical, Inaccurate, simplistic, garbled, ineffective, awkward, imprecise, vague
Negative purpose illogical shifts, incoherent poorly reasoned, superficial | awkward wordy
Descriptors Thoroughness: incomplete,
general, inadequately,
developed, inadequately
supported, lacks illustration

Rubric Holistic Scoring Scale

Scores 6 5 4 3 2 1 0
Exemplary control | Advanced control Proficient control Adequate control Basic control of Minimal control of Off topic; no
Description of the domain of the domain of the domain of the domain the domain the domain response; illegible;
another language
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Conventions of Written English--10 Grade

3 points Advanced Control
The response demonstrates advanced control of a wide range of conventions identified in the 12" grade
Wisconsin Model Academic Standards in English Language Arts:
e Uses words, phrases, and clauses effectively, including interrelated clauses in complex
sentences

e Uses correct tenses, including conditionals, to indicate the relative order and relationship
of events

o Employs principles of agreement, including subject-verb, pronoun-noun, and preposition-
pronoun

e Punctuates compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences correctly, including
appropriate use of colons, hyphens, dashes, ellipses, and italics; punctuates dialogue
correctly; follows citation conventions

e Employs the conventions of capitalization

o Generally uses correct spelling with grade-level words and reasonable phonetic
approaches to more difficult words

e Makes errors typical of those commonly found in a rough draft; errors do not seriously
distract the reader

Proficient Control
The response demonstrates proficient control of essential conventions identified in the 12" grade
Wisconsin Model Academic Standards in English Language Arts
o Generally controls grammar and usage (principles of agreement, noun and verb forms,
pronoun references, superlative and comparative forms)

o Generally uses phrases, dependent and independent clauses clearly and correctly

e Uses end-stop punctuation correctly most of the time; internal punctuation (commas,
apostrophes, semicolons, colons) is sometimes missing or wrong; sometimes fails to
punctuate dialogue correctly or to accurately follow citation conventions

e Employs the conventions of capitalization

o Generally uses correct spelling with grade-level words and reasonable phonetic
approaches to more difficult words

o Makes errors typical of those commonly found in a rough draft; errors do not seriously
distract the reader

Minimal Control
The response demonstrates minimal control of essential conventions identified in the 12" grade
Wisconsin Model Academic Standards in English Language Arts
o Contains numerous serious end-stop or internal punctuation errors, resulting in fragments,
comma splices, run-ons

e Shows poor control of grammar and usage (principles of agreement; verb and/or noun
forms; pronoun reference; superlative and comparative forms)

e Shows poor control of spelling, even on grade-level words
e Makes errors that are frequent, varied, and distracting

Off Topic, No Response, Another Language, lllegible
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Grade 10 — Prompt a: Persuasive

Imagine that your student council has decided to prepare a time capsule for
your high school class this year, to be opened at your 20th class reunion.
All students in your class have been invited to make suggestions about
what they think should be included.

Write an essay to your student council suggesting three objects or
documents that should be included and explaining why you think they are
particularly significant.

Be sure to use:
e specific reasons and details to support your suggestion
e a clear organizational structure, including an introduction, a thesis,
transitions, and a conclusion
o effective and appropriate word choice
e correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization
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Sample Essay la:

Oloriow sly, thece dce mdny iterns that could be included in this time capsule
we pldn to consteuct. 50 many things hare happened this yede in the wocld, and dlso
Just i ouc school, that choo sing Just theee objects oc documents is @ ddur\tir\g, td k.

W hen we do open the time capsile, we will want it to contdin more than just teiria
feom ouc /ﬁgﬁ school days. my sugae stion i5 to inc lude ob jects that help cepcesent our
shaced pdst, ouc Aeedmns foc the futuce, a5 well a5 pee secving memorie s {com the higﬁ

points of ouc senior yede,

/The fiest itemn that T sugaest should be included 154 \/\&r\decgdcte,r\ yedcbook
foc ouc \ays. rmdg&r\e us at ouc twentieth ceunion, thicty eioht yeacs youna, qutheccd
dbout a faded, dusty, crisp yedcbook with vellowed page s, exdmining pic tures of
oucselresin 1087. [\,ookir\g at these pictuces now is dmu sina, but T think in twenty
yedes, we will see these pictuces in @ diffecent 'Light. mdr\y of us hare known edch othec
erec since we ficst shdaced cedyons dnd xc;rxgerpdir\t in /e }v\&’ch’ 5 \/\ir\d&(ch(tex\ ass.
Tt will be touchir\g to look back toge,thv to the vecy ficst yedr that we stacted ouc

educdtion. Th& pdst is jow\&t/ﬁr\g we should keep with us.

T 4lso think it would be 4 good ided to include d document whece edach of s
cecords peedictions of the futuce both foc us a5 indiridudls and for whece we think the
countey will be in twenty yedes. T beliere it would be {4 5c,ir\c1‘tir\<q to ceriew these
stocies, to $ind out who dchiered what they set out to achiere a5 well a5 to discorec whose
deedm s c,/xdr\g&d n twenty yedcs. Oe peedictions about the futuce dicection of the
countey will cemind us that teendgecs do think about Adp;r\g to build 4 bettec nation
and commanity. Jor example. T wodld Tixe to predict that following the recy clo
Gioce/ By sh peesidential election votec apathy dmong young people will decline.

T

hese peedictions symboliZe ouc concerns dbout the futuce.
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T he thicd and final tem that T propose should help us celebeate the high
points of senioc yedc. T would Like to see included some of the teophies we hdre
g,d‘ckere,d in both athletic and dcademic fields. Fir st, these teophies will be quedt
conrecsdtion stdctecs, (‘Cv"f\;r\&;r\g us of funny oc hedetwarming anecdotes. §yrv\loo'ti£;r\<q
5truCc,gfLe 5 past and obstacles oreccome, these teophies will dlso ceming us that rv\e,etir\g,

the present chd'u&r\g& s we face is possible.

; oc some of us, high school is the most impoctant time of ouc lires; foc othecs, it
s mecely d jt&ppir\(o, stone on the way to a Life full of cich dccomplishments. T feel
that the itemms L hare selected foc placement in the time capsule will catec nicely
to the éiﬁecir\g beliets of these two schools of thoug,/xt. When we hare deifted fac
apdct, they will Erir\(q us loser to(q&'tk&r a5 we ceunite to celebrate pdst memocies,

peesent c/xd'u&r\g\e, 5. and futuce deeams.
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Sample Essay la: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 6
Conventions: 3
Total Score: 9

Purpose/Focus

= This writer’s control of purpose and focus is exemplary, moving beyond a formulaic list of
objects to a thoughtful, persuasive, and explicit unifying idea.

= The writer’s thesis consistently guides the paper’s development and is shaped with a specific
audience in mind.

Organization/Coherence

e The essay is very well organized and demonstrates the writer’s ability to create a logical
structure of development for the topic, thesis, and purpose.

e The selection of objects representing the past, future, and present adds interest to the
ready organizational strategy invited by the prompt. In addition, awareness of audience
and purpose are reflected in the writer’s choice to break up a strictly chronological
approach to the body paragraphs.

e Coherence is exceptionally well controlled; the writer consistently moves smoothly from idea
to idea, sentence to sentence, paragraph to paragraph resulting in an essay that makes reading
effortless.

e Transitional strategies are effective and varied, making use of several cohesive devices
including clear pronoun referents, effective repetition and parallel structures.

e The well-developed introduction and conclusion skillfully frame and clarify the writer’s
purpose and demonstrate skill in writing to be read.

e The writer’s approach to point of view is consistent throughout.

Development of Content
e The writer demonstrates exemplary skill in the selection and development of content.

e Ideas raised and details provided clearly show that the writer has strongly internalized the
habit of specifically and thoroughly elaborating the points raised.

= Development is not merely formulaic; rather this writer chooses material relevant, persuasive,
and engaging for the imagined audience.

Sentence Fluency
e Syntax is very well controlled, resulting in a fluid, varied, and effective writing style.

< Not only is sentence structure habitually clear, but there are several instances in which the
writer’s style achieves grace, balance, and demonstrates a developing ear for rhetorical
effect, eg.: “Symbolizing struggles past and obstacles overcome, these trophies will also remind
us that meeting the present challenges we face is possible.”

Word Choice
e Word choice is unusually skilled and guided by the writer’s sense of purpose and audience.

e The illustrative sentence in the second paragraph showcases the writer’s ability to select
language that is vivid and concrete: “Many of us have known each other ever since we first
shared crayons and fingerpaint in Mrs. Smith’s kindergarten class.”

e Inaddition, this writer’s expression is habitually precise, apt, and discriminating: “daunting
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task,” faded, dusty, crisp yearbook,” “will cater nicely to the differing beliefs of these two
schools of thought.”

Conventions

e The writer demonstrates advanced control of a wide range of standard writing conventions
identified in the 12" grade Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.

= End-of-sentence punctuation is consistently correct as is internal punctuation.
e Spelling of both grade-level and above grade-level words is consistently correct.

e Principles of agreement are exceptionally well observed: “a document where each of us
records....”
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Sample Essay 2a:

The rems we choose for the Fime mfsule shovld represent the trends, ideas, lkes and
dislkes of the curvent American culture. These items shovld show, directly or indirectly,

not only what kids lke, but also social and roli‘Haml hagpenings of Hhe Fime. Even simrle
things can convey a. lot about teen colture in America. today.

Tt might seem odd, but we need to inclde o can of Movrtain Dew becavse it is so
-fyFECaJ of +O(JAL9)S s+a1o’e diet of fast food and potato chips. Mountain Dew
advertisements portray the carefree, energetic, take-arrisk attitude of so many
teenagers in the last few years. The high svgar "buzz" tHhat teenagers get from that
can of Movrtain Dew gives vs a lift from the boring, lazy patterns American teenage life
has taken vp for the past 20 years. Since there are no protfests, wars or civil vights
movements to shake the country, all of cur energy is divected towards friends, school,
and sports,

Paxticipation in sports, for examrle, has become so important s chHca”j tediovs.
After school activities such as swimming and basketball, football and gymastics can
toke op S0 much time that they become overly routinized. The feelinas of ac(aom,:’ishmen—F
and stimolation seem to slack off over time. That's why advertisers promote their
Froducf*s so Hhat teens feel energized by whast ‘H\ejre doing. So T propose that the
time cafsule inclode a, FOPUICU‘ shoe—Nike, perhaps, with its 'Jost do i batte cry.
Kids these days need a moto.

Music. frovizles 50 many of the Fhilosorhies of teenagers +0Aay. Mosicians cry their
heaxts ovt into a microrhone and send ovt their ideas o a. world hongry for each new
thought. For bored kids of today, I thick a. CD would do well. Tt must have many
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axtists and mauny s@les becanse everyone need.s some‘H\ina jost a lit+He different to Fu*f'

meau\inﬂ n ’h[e.

There axe many, many things that could be incloded in this Fime cafsule. But I believe
that the items I have chosen axe great in their sim,:’ici'fy and, therefore, shovld be
included. They axe symbolic, and T Hhink they would represent ovr generastion well.
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Sample Essay 2a: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 5
Conventions: 3
Total Score: 8

Purpose/Focus
= This writer’s control of purpose and focus is advanced.
= Both the opening and closing sentences clearly and effectively establish this essay’s central
point.
e The writer’s thoughtful principal of selection guides the development of the essay and helps
to engage and persuade readers.

Organization/Coherence
e This essay’s organizational strategy is clear and effectively carried out.

e Coherence is usually well controlled. The writer generally moves logically from idea to idea,
employing varied transitional strategies to guide readers, although coherence slips between
paragraphs four and five.

e The introduction and conclusion create a logical context for the body of the paper but are
less well developed and effective for audience than the exemplary response.

Development of Content
e The development and support provided for the central idea of the essay are solid.
e The writer anticipates readers’ reactions and provides supporting ideas that are
provocative, thoughtful, and engaging for the intended audience.
e Main points are clearly explained and quite well developed given the timed nature of the
task.

e The discussion becomes more general, less fully developed at the end.

Sentence Fluency
e Syntax is consistently clear and frequently notably effective.

= Although this writer’s style is less even than the exemplary response, sentence structure is
varied.

< Inaddition, the writer often demonstrates a knack for turning an effective phrase, adding
energy and punch: “These items should show, directly or indirectly, not only what kids like,
but also social and political happenings of the time”, “Since there are no protests, wars or civil
rights movements to shake the country”, “So | propose that the time capsule include a popular
shoe—Nike, perhaps, with its “Just do it” battle cry. Kids these days need a motto.”, “the items |
have chosen are great in their simplicity”

Word Choice
e Overall, word choice is very effective and guided by the writer’s sense of purpose and
audience.

e Word choice is often precise, apt, vivid: “convey,” “tedious,” “staple diet of fast food and
potato chips,” “carefree, energetic, take-a-risk attitude,” “cry their hearts out.”

e Infrequently, the writer’s word choice becomes overly general (“everyone needs something
just a little different to put meaning in life) or slightly awkward (“feelings...slack off over
time”).
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Conventions

e The writer demonstrates advanced control of a range of standard writing conventions
identified in the 12" grade Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.

e End-of-sentence punctuation is consistently correct as is internal punctuation.

e Spelling of both grade-level and above grade-level words is correct with the exception of
ackomplishment.

e Principles of agreement are well observed.
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Sample Essay 3a:

A time capsule can be avery enjoyable and educationd experience. Tt is enjoyasle
b8cause YOu can see and remember f,wmss that may have baen Lunny, or embarrassing
Tt is educational £rom the standpoint, that, you are l00king back nt0 history €0 a
tima that you perhaps had £orgot tan. You see and ramember the emotions that, you
€alt at, that point in hist.ory. That, is why it is very import ant, £.0 choose it ems €or
the time capsule that you can easily velate £0, and that the majority o€ the people
were €aeling at, the time.

As my € irst, choica 0€ an ob\“ecf/ {0 place in 2 {ima capsule, T would choose 2 COW\PQct
disc with SOngs that had bean downloaded €rom Napst.ar. Napstar has grown {0
become alarge part 0€ our social lives, and the music that we listen £0 does ot die
over the Yaars. We still vemamber the music £rom the past, in our sociaty, so when I
would Waar that, wmusic in 20 yaars alter wa had opened the tima capsu(e, T am sure
that T would €eel the emotions 0€ the music as wa list aned.

The next item 10 be placed in the time capsule would be 3 Yaarbook Lrom our senior
Year in high school. Yearbooks are a great, way to vemember the past, with pictures
that, show us what, clothing, hair, car, and movies weve lie as a senior in high school. We
wight, (00K back at, these times and think how gooLy we were, which is how most, people
ramamber thair high school Yaars 20 years akter living ﬁL\V‘OusL\ tham T think that 2
Yearbook would ba an axcellant, raminder 0€ the past.

As wy €inal choice, also an axcellent, vamindar o€ the past, T would put, 2 dozen
Titleist, Professional 100 gol€ balls, which are the brand 0€ choice on the PGA tour.
This would be a personal mement 0 Lor the time capsule. 6Ol€ is a game that has been
around €or hundveds 0€ yaars, and T would be surprisad i€ it will and. Thesa balls would
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ramind ma o€ 4l the Sree%, timas that, T have had on the 30[—@ cOurse, and, as an addad
bonus, T could open the box up and play more gol£.

T conclusion, £rom cD's o0 90l€ balls, av\ytb\ivxs that, can create the amotions and
the maworias £rom the past, that you had lived through, can g0 int 0 a tima capsule.
You may move on £0 bigger and bet ter things in li€e, but, you will dways have the
amotions and € eelivxss 0L Your previous 8xparience.
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Sample Essay 3a: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 4 (mid range)
Conventions:
Total Score: 7

Purpose/Focus
e This writer demonstrates proficient control of focus and purpose.

e The unifying idea which finally guides the development of the essay is clear, relevant, and
explicitly stated in the concluding paragraph: “In conclusion, from CD’s to golf balls,
anything that can create the emotions and the memories from the past that you had lived
through, can go into a time capsule.”

e The essay’s focusing strategy is more general and simplistic than the exemplary or
advanced response.

Organization/Coherence

e The writer’s organizational strategy is clear and effectively carried out.

e The introduction and conclusion create a logical context for the body of the paper.

e The essay is generally coherent and integrated; however, the final suggestion has narrow
appeal and does not satisfy the criterion stated in the first paragraph: “it is very important to
choose items for the time capsule...that the majority of people were feeling at the time.”

e The writer takes a risk with audience in shifting to a slightly humorous tone in the fourth
paragraph.

e Point of view is not consistently controlled; the writer shifts ineffectively from first to
second person throughout the essay.

e For the most part, the writer moves smoothly from sentence to sentence, employing varied
transitional strategies and cohesive devices to guide readers.

e This is a readable essay.

Development of Content
e The writer demonstrates competence in the selection and development of content.
e Each main point is developed and supported.
< Although elaboration is consistently general, formulaic and less thoughtful than the
exemplary and advanced responses, the writer usually provides support and rationale the
audience would find reasonable: “We still remember the music from the past...so when |
would hear that music...l am sure that | would feel the emotions of the music as we listened.”

Sentence Fluency

e Syntax is consistently clear and provides no barrier to understanding.

e Inaddition, the writer competently uses a variety of sentence structures.

e The writer also occasionally uses parallel structure and effective repetition as
stylistic and cohesive devices: “It is enjoyable because you can see and remember
things.... It is educational from the standpoint....”, “In conclusion, from CD’s to golf
balls....”, “I think that a yearbook would be an excellent reminder of the past. As my final
choice, also an excellent reminder of the past....”
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Word Choice
e Overall, word choice is clear and appropriate.
e However, it is consistently less precise and effective than the exemplary and advanced

responses: “A time capsule can be a very enjoyable and educational experience....”, “Napster
has grown to become a large part of our social lives....”, “You may move on to bigger and better
things in life....”

Conventions

e The writer demonstrates proficient control of a range of standard writing conventions
identified in the 12" grade Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.

= While using a variety of sentence structures, the writer demonstrates control of
punctuation and agreement. End-of-sentence punctuation is consistently correct.

e Except for the minor error of an occasional superfluous comma, internal punctuation is
correct.

e Spelling of grade level words is consistently correct.
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Sample Essay 4a:

fre a member of Ehe ctodent body, | believe Ehat Ehe year Two Thoucand Eime
capsole choold represent Ehe year in a way we’d cemember. One object Ehat
chould be pot in Ehe capsule is Fookage From Ehe ball dropping in Times Squace
Bringing in Ehe_year Two Thoosand. A cecond object would be campaign posters
Crom the A000 election. A Ehird object would be a Eno Ehovsand_yeacbook. |
believe that all three of these objects ace significant o the year Two
Thousand.

The First ikem in Ehe Eime capsole shoold be footage of Ehe ball dropping in
Times Squace bringing in Ehe New Year. The_year Two Thousand held alok of
promises. Pacticolacly Lo ovr genecation. \& promised a new beginning, and many
other technological advancments. We will never €orget how we stayed gloed to
the television all eyes on New York waiting o nakch the ball drop so Ehe year
Two Thovsand coold officially begin. | believe Ehis item nould be one we could
cemember and cherish.

fr second item <hoold be campaign posters €rom the year Two Thovsand eleckion.
Aehough e were Lo _yoong o voke, we soppocted ovr candidates. While some of
vs sopporked A Goce, others of vs sopported George W. Bush. We will never
Corget the constant debating over platforms and the cadness and joys that
Colloned once the ovtcome was annoonced. | definately Ehink Ehis woold be «
great ikem to inclode in Ehe time capsole.

f thicd item | woold pot in Ehe time capsole woold be o_yeacbook €rom the year
two thovsand. Hon great it will be in Enenty yeacrs €o look back at who we nece
back in high school. We’ll be able o look back with each other and ceminice
aboot who we wece.

| hope_you take all Ehrcee of Ehese items into consideration while making Ehe

time capsole. | Enink all three of Ehe objects represent who we were and what
we stood For. & will be great Con £o open it vp and see the items Enenty years
later. | also think they do o great job ak representing the year Two Thovsand.
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Sample Essay 4a: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 4 (Low end)
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 6

Purpose/Focus
e This writer demonstrates proficient control of purpose and focus.

= The writer’s unifying idea, that the items selected should be “significant to the year Two
Thousand,” is clear, logical, and persuasive.

e The stated focus consistently guides the essay’s development.

Organization/Coherence

e The writer’s organizational strategy is clear and consistently carried out.

e The introduction and conclusion create a logical context for the body of the paper.
However, the introduction, essentially a list of the writer’s three suggestions, is formulaic
and ineffective for audience.

e For the most part, the writer moves logically from sentence to sentence, employing
transitional strategies to guide readers.

e This is essentially a coherent essay.

Development of Content
e The writer demonstrates competence in the selection and development of content.
e Each main point is developed and supported.

e Although elaboration is consistently rather general and occasionally repetitious the writer
usually provides support and rationale the audience would find reasonable and insightful:
“The year Two Thousand held alot of promises. Particularly to our generation. It promised a
new beginning, and many other technological advancments.”, “We will never forget the constant
debating over platforms and the sadness and joys that followed once the outcome was
announced.”

Sentence Fluency
e Syntax is generally clear and provides no barrier to understanding.

e Although the writer occasionally varies sentence structure by beginning with a subordinate
clause, more sentence variety would improve this writer’s ability to engage an audience.

Word Choice

e Overall, word choice is clear and appropriate but tends to be more general and repetitious
than the exemplary and advanced responses: “should represent the year in a way we’d
remember”, “the objects represent who we were and what we stood for....”, The writer
infrequently demonstrates developing ability to select vivid, precise language: “...we

stayed glued to the television all eyes on New York....”

Conventions

= The writer demonstrates proficient control of standard writing conventions identified in the
12™ grade Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.

= This paper contains a variety of common errors typically found in a first draft. The errors
are somewhat distracting but do not obscure meaning.
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e End-of-sentence punctuation is correct with the exception of a single fragment:
“Particularly to our generation.” Several misspellings of grade-level vocabulary occur: alot, to
for too, definately, advancments.

e Capitalization rules are not correctly nor consistently followed.

e Conditional forms are incorrectly used: “A second object would be....”

e Since this writer’s syntax is rather unvaried, there is insufficient demonstration of control
of a wide range of conventions.

Grade 10 157



158 Grade 10



Sample Essay 5a:

UE e Forget o padX, we Wre comdemeed X0 e Peat Lt—
Funa A ded Brom the Lomoude w%%

%\)W COPDUL D O Arery om PORIOM L del LAQL LD Areuy
PRACHLOR amd PelFEul VE e maKe Ddusie W2 do mot Forget oun
AL, e Com Aanre A bedlen womdeondlomdomg amd PRODOLROLDL
Butiurne. Feople temd X0 morre ahead im Life to QuUACK Lo AOLL
nefRecimg Om ther AL DE a4 Limee COPDLL LD X0 Lo De0led L
DAoL ComAOm Lhnee Aretuy om PORIAM L Thmgd A COmPuten, a cd
PRy W LA A CORReCTLlOMm OF Barnonilte cdd, amd A ALILOY

Lo XDHOOK.

S computen D A ol e femem L om O ADLORy, e S0de
oAt aomd day OFF Ou Computen. We Line by Xhe Compulen Fhe
CoOMmpPutetn Cam LR A gneod dedl aL0uL Ot Linred DL O areny

e portoom X AL e mcRude & Computen im The capdul. DE Lm0
Yead Le AL ad A Ced D0 s Ch EAQL e AAAre F0RgOXem abouL
CoOmpPutend we Cm neflect om Aow they afFected Ot Lined.
Feople meed a Limee penlod X0 nefleck om FTheln ALILORY Amd

Fole W) 4 SU S

D cd playern LD am mpORLOM L 2 lemeem L LAAL DAL Lo

A cRuded. By Jeemeembenimg the moudlC OF 0w Qge the Beelimgd
amd emotilomd OF iy OF The ALLOLD QX XAAE Limee Cm Do
umdendX00d. (DO by OutLimg e DOImL Of Ou Boarror e DOmgd
e Com Jrermeem el WAL D0me OF wd were Beelimg Feople meed
EALD Llmer B0 e sm DROm Ce O PADE 2 OXLOMm.
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D ALDLOIY XX LOOOK D The s ODL om PORIAM L 2 Resmem X LhaL
DAoL Do ImclRuded in the cOpdule D Ly CAOmCe DOmething
doed AP Pem L0 20nthA Omd The Fumlm 0Ce om Lhe me)X L Loem Ly
yetrd. Fhe Bulurne pe0ple COm umCOAres TALD Amd wmdesndtamd

Xhe PAom O padL

Ecb,tgm,a COPDLL 1D A gredt wded amd DACLLRA mClude A CompPuten,
cd pRayen, amd A ALILONY Le XLOOK. D e cam wmdendtomd amd
Jeesmeom e Ot PADL e AL Aaare A Dol Lome Lonmg Oul
O Future Lirred Vg pe008e COm nemeemben theiln padL theny
WAL Liare Ot A M Oe fM{M LB
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Sample Essay 5a: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 3
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 5

Purpose/Focus

This writer demonstrates adequate control of focus and purpose.

The writer’s unifying idea, that it is important to reflect on and understand the past, is relevant
and persuasive.

Readers, however, sense a lack of narrowed focus as the writer attempts to explain why
reflecting on the past is important.

Although the writer raises several ideas, none of them guides development. For example, the
maxim that begins the essay has no explicit connection to any point in the discussion which
follows.

The writer comments that understanding the past will lead to prosperity but loses that
focus while developing.

The suggestion that “the most important element” to include is a history textbook could
have illustrated the writer’s focus, but the writer is unable to make the connection logical,
explicit, or persuasive.

Organization/Coherence

The writer’s overall organizational plan is adequately carried out.
The writer relies solely on a highly predictable and formulaic pattern of development.

The introduction and conclusion create a logical context for the body of the paper. However,
both the introduction and conclusion essentially list the writer's three suggestions, a
technique too formulaic and repetitious for audience.

Although connections among central ideas are fairly clear, very few transitional strategies
are employed from sentence-to-sentence, idea-to-idea, paragraph-to-paragraph, resulting
in a disjointed essay.

Readers have to work to follow connections among ideas in this essay.

Development of Content

Content is underdeveloped, habitually general, vague, and repetitious.
There is little sense of audience awareness.
The discussion of the final point is illogical and confusing.

Sentence Fluency

Syntax ranges from generally clear (“People tend to move ahead in life to quick without
reflecting on their past”) to frequently awkward, choppy, and monotonous: “A computer
is a critical element in our history. We base night and day off our computer. We live by the
computer.”

This writing needs more variation in sentence length, structure, and beginnings to add
clarity and audience appeal.
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Word Choice

Word choice tends to be vague, awkward, general, repetitious or imprecise: “very practical
and helpful,” “very important,” “base night and day off our computer,” “The future people.”

Conventions

The writer demonstrates proficient control of standard writing conventions identified in the
12™ grade Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.

This paper contains several errors which are somewhat distracting but do not obscure
meaning.

A very awkward sentence fragment occurs in the fourth paragraph: “If by chance
something does happen to earth and the human race in the next twenty years.”

An awkward dangling modifier occurs in the third paragraph.

Several misspellings of grade-level vocabulary occur: “famouse, prosperouse, capsul, to for
t00.”

In the second paragraph, the writer confuses past with present perfect: “had forgotten”
rather than have forgotten.

On the other hand, the writer does demonstrate some proficiency in the use of internal
punctuation, colon use, and spelling.
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Sample Essay 6a:

Theee Yhings Yhat | would puy InYo a. fime capsule for school.

Twhe ficsy ¥hing Yhat | would put in Yhe capsule would be a
nEwWspapec on Yhe presidental elechion YO show Ywe yearc and
what was qoing wwhen we bumed Ywe capsole.

Twe s€cond ¥hing would be a isk of all ¥he accumplishments Yhat
our class has done. LiIRe sporys or school ackhenemenys., Twis
WOUld show what ¥hings we have done as a class ¥hose years In
\high school

Twe final Yhing Yhat | would puy In Yhe capsule would be a. pece
of paper signed by every student In my class. This would ce€mind
US WWhOo was apact of Yis aduentuce.

These are some of my explains Yo put In ¥he Yime capsule for
ovucr class.
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Sample Essay 6a: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 2
Conventions: 1
Total Score: 3

Purpose/Focus
= This writer demonstrates basic control of focus and purpose.
e The essay is “me-centered” throughout with no attempt to address or persuade an audience.
e A Dbrief list substitutes for thesis.

Organization/Coherence
e The writer makes a discernable attempt to organize the response.
e Basic knowledge of essay and paragraph structure is evident.

= Anintroduction and conclusion are present but are very underdeveloped and inattentive to
the needs of an audience.

e The writer demonstrates basic understanding of transitional strategies.
e Formulaic transitions occur between major points.
e The writer also uses pronouns this and these as basic cohesive devices.

Development of Content

e The writer makes an attempt to sustain a response to the prompt by justifying each
suggestion with a single assertion about its relevance.

e Content remains vague and underdeveloped throughout.

Sentence Fluency
e The writer demonstrates basic control of syntax.
e Sentence structure is generally fairly clear but overly simple and unvaried for grade level.

Word Choice
« Word choice is overly simplistic for grade level and purpose.

Conventions

e This writer demonstrates minimal control of standard writing conventions identified in the
12" grade Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.

e Although the writer generates very few sentences, there are two errors in end-stop
punctuation.

« Several misspellings of grade-level vocabulary occur: peice, acheivements, accumplishments,
apart. The writer’s confusion between “explains” and “explanations” suggests significant
difficulty with standard spoken, as well as written, English as does the phrase
“accumplishments that our class has done.”
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Sample Essay 7a:

D(,Qr S\'uéc,u’\' Qouuﬁ'\\:

The Hhree ’\’\r(\u_»\is et T Aok shoold be ~\>J\’ it the Fiuue Lcr\>5u\<. are Sowe
*ooé c\uA ?o\?c.rs o\uA [OoU«e 0‘\'\'\0' S’\'ujﬁj( 1"'\'\‘&&\/\ ’\’\\Cf\' u |33A<,Qrs 1 u.i\“ couue

el cud ﬁsowc of thett food aud loo ct the TUPLrsS aud have o —iooé
Fiuse.

T\AC\U\V\ 'AOU
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Sample Essay 7a: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 1
Conventions: 1
Total Score: 2

Purpose/Focus

This writer states something relevant to the prompt but makes no attempt to sustain it’s
development.

No evidence is provided that the writer can sustain focus.
Real communicative purpose is absent.

Organization/Coherence

Since this writer does not sustain a response to the prompt, there is no evidence of skill in
organizing a coherent discussion.

Development of Content

The writer makes no attempt to develop the points raised.

Sentence Fluency

Syntax is highly simplistic.

Word Choice

Word choice is simplistic and significantly below grade level.

Conventions

This writer demonstrates minimal control of standard writing conventions identified in the
12" grade Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.

Since the writer’s syntax and word choice are very simple, the writer does not demonstrate
competent control of a range of conventions.

In fact, the writer is unable to control end-stop punctuation in the two independent clauses
generated.
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Grade 10 — Prompt b: Persuasive

Imagine that business owners in your community have asked your high
school to add several optional week-long courses to your high school’'s
curriculum. They have suggested that these classes focus on practical
skills such as choosing a dependable used car, renting an apartment,
writing a resume, finding a good part-time job, or using a credit card
responsibly.

The school board has asked students which classes they would like to see
added to the curriculum. Write a letter to the school board in which you
urge them to choose one of these week-long courses or suggest one of
your own. Explain why you think this class would be both useful and
popular with your peers.

Be sure to use:
e specific reasons and details to support your suggestion
e a clear organizational structure, including an introduction, a thesis,
transitions, and a conclusion
o effective and appropriate word choice
e correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization
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Sample Essay 1b:
Leteemed Sehool Board Members:

Before you now is the aption to add obasses Lo the hiph sehoof ourricubun at the request of
Lhe business communtty. The possitle topies presented by them are indeed very useful in
our fives, but (f they want a well-prepared workforce of tomorrow, [ feel that there are
other options that shouldl be booked at fiist,

Lveryone reeds to be able to find 2 good place to live and adequate transportation,
Arowing how to fird and get that drean job is inportant as well, Lveryone needs to frow
fiecal responsibility. AW of these would be good choives to have as obasses, but with aur
so0lety becoming a sociely where knowtedpe traly is power, the best chaive woulll be to
oreate a class that teaches and tests ur abitity to think,

The abitity to think well on your feel witl become a must ix the jobs of tomorrow, and it
woudl be wise for the sohoole o teach it to us, lost we foll behind, [ here are many ways
Lo do this, and i apptloable to many frebls, Mook teiale are an encellont exampte,
Farther, soenarios invothing space expliration conld be ased, [ he abitity to think wellic
50 prevabent ix working, that a yearbinp obass oo be devoted to it; the Hist of
possibitity goes on.

Wat only woulll this otass prepare us for the future, but woulld most likely be very

/M/ﬁa/d/‘, [ hisiga
wd interests, [ fw/ that many wonld be interested iy a class that i¢ W/’%‘aa/é Laitored to

Lhem.

liing " obass, which oan easity be modlfed to each cbass “wnigue needs
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[ he reasons to institute such a otass are numerous, and reasons against it ebude me, (¢ i
arent that teacking students how to refie their thiking (s the only way €0 90, Decide

P 7 7 it e

how you wish, but the rewards gaired by informing ouw future is a hard thing to argue

a/a/)m‘,

Sncere /4,
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Sample Essay 1b: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 6
Conventions: 3
Total Score: 9

Purpose/Focus

= This writer’s control of purpose and focus is exemplary, moving beyond a formulaic list of
objects to a thoughtful, persuasive, and explicit unifying idea.

e The writer’s thesis demonstrates understanding of the requirements of the assigned task.

Organization/Coherence
- Effective two paragraph introduction that blends the paper into a functioning whole.
e Logical structure with a satisfying conclusion.

Development of Content

« Demonstrates quality of invented content — “the ability to think well on your feet,” “Not only
would this class prepare us for the future, but would most likely be very popular.”

e Ideas are well developed with support, “mock trials,” “space exploration,” “living class.”

Sentence Fluency
e Fluid writing, controlled and varied.
« Demonstrates control of simple, compound, and complex sentence structure.
e Use of active voice.

Word Choice
e Word choice is vivid and precise.
 Demonstrates attention to audience.

Conventions

e The writer demonstrates advanced control of a wide range of standard writing conventions
identified in the 12" grade Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.

e Uses words, phrases and clauses effectively, including interrelated clauses in complex sentences.
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Sample Essay 2b:
Dear Scleel Reard Mambers,

W Me sl faw years of gl sched), sludenls became undependent
20 Wank Yo brezk away frem Yewr parenls. The Cus) Wng 2 parsoin
Yok of 2Qer gl scleal 18 heur swh place, whare ey don lanve 1o
Collow Wewr parenls” rules. However, I've seen many alder Crsands, and
COUSNS GOUAG 2boUk GERAG 28 ZpariMent 20 Slacong 4 widl,
Creands 2l wreng. A ek of Wam \anve loe) Ler apanimei) and ace
eler O 2 doam o back wving 2l \eme.

For lese reasons | fad Lad we slould lave 2 waek g dass
S FeNNG 2 Zpaiment. The dass weuld Yeach us Wew Yo peck am
2Lordable apanimen) o a goad werglbadead, and kew Yo puck
respensihie reammaies. They cald alse deadk s why rening wiell, &
Crsand an} awage Le bes) Wang 1o do. 1 Mok & will gove us 2
adz boosk Uh INdependence, becavse £ we linew wad were doung
20 loaking Lo Wen we are less Wy do quil befare Wyung.  Fer 2l
he above reasons | urge oL lo consider he FeWAG 28 aparimeit
dass..

Relare yau cosse, Wik bl yaur suwn cldddren.  Wauldw yeu
wank Yo qove Lam s lheuwiedge belare ey g0 ol lo ve e Wewr
SWW!
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Sample Essay 2b: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 5
Conventions: 3
Total Score: 8

Purpose/Focus
e Strong purpose and focus.

Organization/Coherence
e Extremely well developed introduction and nice set-up for what follows.

e Logical structure of development — teach us to pick an apartment, pick roommates, and it would
be a valuable class.
e Effective conclusion with a voice and awareness of audience.

Development of Content
e Development of topic using details and rationale.
e Brief but well thought out and focused.

Sentence Fluency

e Strong control and varied structure — “In the last few years of high school, students
become independent and want to breakaway from their parents”

e Use of active voice — “I’ve seen many older friends...”

Word Choice
e Overall, word choice is very effective
e Word choice is often precise, and vivid: “independent,
“knowledge.”

e Infrequently, the writer’s word choice becomes overly general (“everyone needs something
just a little different to put meaning in life”) or slightly awkward (“feelings...slack off over
time”).

valuable,” “costly,” “consider,”

Conventions
e Complex sentences used effectively.

e Uses punctuation for style — “Before you chose, think about your own children.” “Also, | think it
will give us an extra boost in...”
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Sample Essay 3b:

As people approach adulthieod in ligh scheol, they must learn
many new skills on low to live mdependently. tigh scheol prepares us
Jor many of these skills but not all of tem. Since transportation fias a
mayjor rele in our lives, 1 think that it would be beneficial to many high
school students if our schiool board would set up a week-long course to
learn about cars and hew they operate.

A course that teaches people abeout cars would be very useful
because many people don’t Know low to take proper care of their car, or
how to deo stmple things like changing the oil. “In other words there are
many people who would greatly benefit from a class about cars. ‘First, a
course about cars would be useful because it could teach peeple fiow to
change oil, lubricate brakes, and know low to detect an engine problem.
Tﬁwwwlalwe[oe@/ol&mm@// time, and it weuld help keep their cars in
better shape. The class could alse teach people about how to get better
gas mileage and low to keep their cars running longer. Therefore, ‘1
think a course learning about cars and how to take care of them would

be very beneficial to students.

‘Next, ‘1 think that igh schools should offer a course on cars
because many students would like to learn about it. Since almaost
everybody of the ages 16 or above has or drives a car, the course would
invelve many people. ‘First, at the age of 15 or greater, people get very
excited about being able to drive and having a car. A course on cars
could teach them useful practices to keep their car in geod shape and
make it more safe for these drivers. Alseo, not many students can learn
about this anywliere else. Therefore, 1 feel that many students would be

interested in a course en cars.

In conclusion, ‘1 feel that there are many reasons why a course on
cars would greatly benefit high schoeel students whe are learning to be
independent. I hope that you will support my reasens and give high
school students the opportunity to learn about cars and be more
independent.
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Sample Essay 3b: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 4
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 6

Purpose/Focus
e Good focus and purpose

Organization/Coherence
- Effective introduction “As people approach adulthood...”
e Logical structure of development with a proficient conclusion

Development of Content
e Thorough development of the second paragraph topic.

e Third paragraph is underdeveloped and becomes repetitious of paragraph two, “useful practices
to keep their car in good shape...”

Sentence Fluency
e Fluid and effective but somewhat repetitive — “a course that teaches,” “The class could

teach.”
Word Choice
- Demonstrates attention to audience. “approach, independently, beneficial, operate, proper,
benefit.”

Conventions
e The writer demonstrates proficient control of a range of standard writing conventions
identified in the 12™ grade Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.
e Safe paper with a few errors.
* Random capitalization.

= Word agreement problems — “more safe,” “offer a course on cars because students would like to
learn about it.”
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Sample Essay 4b:

In Ehe high school’s corcicolom, Ehere ace mapy vseful classes,
bot like all Ehings, it coold be better. Adding a class for wnriting
resomes would be helpfol €or the stodent’s Fokores, as well as being
appealing becavse of Ehis.

A weiking of resomes class woold be o good class €o add to the
corcicolom dve Eo Ehe Fack Ehat stodents woold vse ik Ehroughoot
their lives, In almost all jobs, a resome ic requiced, and i€ would alco
help college bound individvals ready themselves €or weiting college
resomes.

f resome weiking class woold be popolar because the stodents
would need to vse this <kill in Eheir Fotores. May stodents would nish
to take this class ko ready themselves Cor Ehe Cotore.

In conclosion, adding a resome writing class to the high school’s
corcicolom woold be a helpful class €or all stodent’s.
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Sample Essay 4b: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 3
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 5

Purpose/Focus
e The stated focus consistently guides the essay’s development.

Organization/Coherence
e Generic introduction and conclusion.
e Logical structure with simple transitions.

Development of Content
e ldeas are simplistic and repeated. Lack of ideas and examples.

e The second paragraph has more development with several examples of the usefulness of a
resume — “jobs and college.”

e The third paragraph is skeletal with only the idea of “popular” and the “future.”

Sentence Fluency

e Adequate sentence development. “Adding a class for writing resumes would be helpful for
students futures, as well as being appealing because of this.”

e Control with variation

Word Choice
- Simplistic yet precise “throughout, required, ready themselves for the future, individuals.”

Conventions
= The writer demonstrates proficient control of standard writing conventions identified in the
12" grade Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.

< Not a wide range of conventions illustrated.
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Sample Essay 5b:

30 WAL LTALD lry COMCoIum,

W Lo g o X0dany 10 d0Ke A CRamge om Dpemd img
The Lome X0 toKe The 0P LU um ity L0 nedd LThd Ledlen D
Ao Deem ometieded m%mm% A weeK Lomg COLIde Om
0P Ryimg For CORRAGed (D ROL OF Lam LOnd LR Lelrrz ooy
Hoagh DCAOOL, mOL KmoOLomg LOAQL LAy e gOmg X0 do. Thay
Alare Do em prepaned Gor 2 gALeem (yelsd Forn the Cuture,
amd D0t DXudemtd e dconed. Fhay dom’ L Kmow WAL Lo
do? Jeft a g0 at the RoCaR N DomalAD 0 gO Lo DCAOOR?

W Bael Lf XALD waene L0 Lo OfFfared ad A COude Imlmy,
LWOLRR Retom a0t WAAL X0 do. HelpBul wayd Lo get a good
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Sample Essay 5b: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 2
Conventions: 2
Total Score: 4

Purpose/Focus
e This writer loses focus at times between the course and students becoming adults.

Organization/Coherence
e Introduction is not coherent.
e Opening sentence is awkward.
< lllogical shifts between students knowing what to do in the future and a class on applying for
college.
e Conclusion is tacked onto the last paragraph and is one sentence long. “I thank you for taking
the time to read this.”

Development of Content
e General ideas for the college course are spread throughout the paper and not tied together.
e Development is loosely related and disorganized.

Sentence Fluency
 Awkward “I am writing you today to take a chance on spending the time to take the opportunity
to read this letter.”

Word Choice
« Word choice simple and generic. “Concern, interested, prepared, practicing”

Conventions
e Misspellings “collages, writting, inerested, oppartunity, iniervieues, balence.”
e Run-on sentences and fragments.
e Generally controls grammar and usage and used end-stop punctuation most of the time.
= Employs the conventions of capitalization
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Sample Essay 6b:

T +hink +ha+ we shold have different games in Gym. A game
cdlled haky sack Because everyone ldll mos+ everyone) wil

pdr+150pa+6 dnd 1+ 15 d good Exerciz6 dnd dnd €46 dnd body
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Sample Essay 6b: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 1
Conventions: 1
Total Score: 2

Purpose/Focus
= This writer demonstrates basic control of focus and purpose.

Organization/Coherence
e Paper is too minimal to demonstrate organization skills.
e No introduction and conclusion are present

Development of Content

e Incomplete, inadequately supported, lacks illustration. *“Hacky Sack - everyone will
participate, exercise, and good eye and body coordination.”

Sentence Fluency
e One simplistic opening sentence and one run on sentence.

Word Choice
e [ew.

Conventions

e This writer demonstrates minimal control of standard writing conventions identified in the
12" grade Wisconsin Model Academic Standards.

* Run on sentence.
e Very brief paper with frequent errors.
e Shows poor control of spelling.
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Sample Essay 7b:
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Sample Essay 7b: Scoring Breakdown

Composing: 0
Conventions: 0
Total Score: 0

Purpose/Focus
* No attempt

Organization/Coherence
= Since this writer does not sustain a response to the prompt, there is no evidence of skill in
organizing a coherent discussion.

Development of Content
e “Courses would help.” What course?

Sentence Fluency
e Syntax is highly simplistic.

Word Choice
e Word choice is simplistic and significantly below grade level.

Conventions
e Inappropriate response
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	6 Points
	5 Points
	4 Points
	3 Points
	2 Points
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	Development of Content
	Description
	 Conventions of Written English – 4th Grade


	  Sample Essay 1a:  
	If you have never walked outside on a snowy day you are missing a lot. There are so many things you can do.
	Look around you. The trees are usually all dressed up in white coats and hats with a little bit of green hear and there. Sometimes you can see pecies of nuts that squirrels left behind in their mad rush to get ready for winter.
	Winter is beautiful and the taste is delicous. Always bring hot maple surup along when you go outside in winter. Pour the maple syrup on the snow. When it’s frozen you’ve got maple syrup candy! Plain cold snow is always a treat too!
	Don’t forget to use you’re nose! The thick smell of pine neddles always enchants me. Kneel close to the ground and you can smell the snow. The colder it is the better it is. 
	You’re ears are definetly not chopped liver! You can hear the soft light sound of the snow falling. The bird’s chriping telling one another how cold it is is music to the ears. The wind sounds soft too. It seems to come in small “whooses”.
	When you come in from you’re walk make some hot chocolate. It makes you warm after you’ve been in that cold and snappy winter air.
	So next time you go outside in winter I sugguiste you do the things I mentioned. Even if you live in Hawi now you’ve got an idea of what a snowy day may be like and what to do on that snowy day of yours. 
	 
	 
	 
	 Sample Essay 1a:  Scoring Breakdown
	Conventions:  2
	Total Score:  8
	Purpose/Focus
	Organization/Coherence
	Development of Content
	Sentence Fluency
	Word Choice
	Conventions
	  Sample Essay 2a:  
	The snow is blowing in gusts. Everything is as white as a bleached white shirt. It is very quiet but loud at the same time. I come out of the house and realize that my dad is shoveling the walk. I fall down in the snow. I bet I look like a black lump moving across the lawn. 
	Suddenly, I jump up, grab a pre-made snowball and throw it at my dad. Not that long after my dad gets out the snow blower while I run beside it (getting covered in snow also!). After that we went inside. Dad makes hot cocoa while I turn on the weather. The weather forcast for tomorrow is going to be another 2 inches. During the winter, the days are supposed to get shorter. Whoever said that, I have to agree with them! As the day ends, it keeps snowing. My dad gets a fire started, and we sit on the couch and read our books. 
	All night it snows, and the fire dies down into little embers. When it snows, it’s nice to know that you have a family and a warm home to live in.
	 Sample Essay 2a: Scoring Breakdown
	Composing:  5
	Conventions:  3
	Purpose/Focus
	Organization/Coherence
	Development of Content
	Sentence Fluency
	Word Choice
	Conventions
	  Sample Essay 3a:  
	Snowy days are great. Today I was walking to school and there was a thick blanket of snow on the ground. There was lots of snow falling. There was snow everywhere. It was in the trees and bushes on the roads and sidewalks and in the sky. My nose was cold but I was warm in my gloves jacket snowpants head band and boots. Suddenly I had an impulse to just jump into the cold white snow. Thats just what I did. Before I know it I’m making snowballs snowforts and snowmen. I even start a snowball fight. Snow is flying everywhere some hits my face. The snow is very cold on my face. Then I heard a bell and kids screaming too. I find out the teachers are calling so I have to go in. Snowy days are lots of fun.
	 Sample Essay 3a: Scoring Breakdown
	Composing:  4
	Conventions:  2
	Total Score:  6
	Purpose/Focus
	Organization/Coherence
	Development of Content
	Sentence Fluency
	Word Choice
	Conventions
	  Sample Essay 4a:  
	 Sample Essay 4a: Scoring Breakdown
	Composing:  3
	Conventions:        2 (low)
	Total Score:  5
	Purpose/Focus
	Organization/Coherence
	Development of Content
	Sentence Fluency
	Word Choice
	Conventions
	One day I was walking outside I looked down I saw snow. I had to smell the freshniss of the snow it smelt good. Then I felt its smoothness it was smooth and cold I love snow and it’s whiteness. The trees were blowing the cars were sliding.
	Conventions:  1
	Total Score:  3
	Purpose/Focus
	Organization/Coherence
	Development of Content
	Sentence Fluency
	Word Choice
	Conventions
	Purpose/Focus
	Organization/Coherence
	Development of Content
	Sentence Fluency
	Word Choice
	Conventions
	My favorite season is summer.  My first reason is because baseball starts and I love baseball.  Also because I love swimming in the nice cool water of a pool.  Another reason is becase I love playing street hockey after eating hotdogs at Webster Park.  I like staying up all night eating pizza and drinking Coke at paties too.  I totally like breaking the sound barier after a trip to Walgreons, or just starting a bike ride, on my bike.  One of may favorite things to do is eat those gooey, chocolatey, marshmellowy, fire roasted, s’mores.  All those things are fun but my absolutely positivly favorite thing is that there is no school.  The reason why no school is my favorite because there is no more teachers to boss me around, I get fresh air, and no more homework!  The only thing that I don’t like about summer is tornados.
	 Sample Essay 1b: Scoring Breakdown
	Conventions:  2
	Total Score:  7
	Purpose/Focus
	Organization/Coherence
	Development of Content
	Sentence Fluency
	Word Choice
	Conventions
	My favorite season is fall because you can do a lot of different things with leaves.  For instance you can see a lot of cool colors like green, read, orange, and yellow.  You can also watch leaves change colors, like seeing green turn to yellow and red and many other colors.  Another thing you can do is do a lot of really cool expiraments with big leaves like take a peace of paper put a big leave on top and keep it out in the warm sun then wait a couple of days then you take the leave off of the paper then you should have a marking of the leave.  Also if you like to do arts and crafts then you can do a lot of leave tracing with different sizes and different shapes of leaves.  So if you are an artest you could do that.  Another thing you can do if you like to run and jump is you can make piles of leave and jump into it.  That is one of may Favorite things but my Faveorite thing is to make leave forts.  Those are all the reasons why I like Fall
	The End
	 Sample Essay 2b: Scoring Breakdown
	Conventions:  2
	Total Score:  6
	Purpose/Focus
	Organization/Coherence
	Development of Content
	Sentence Fluency
	Word Choice
	Conventions
	 Sample Essay 3b:
	My favorite season is sammer because we get to go swimming and rollerballding.  I like going swimming because we get to go to Jefferson school and go of the diving bord and go down the slide and just swim.  I like going around the block with my roller balleds on.  Summer is also a good season because we don’t to go to school.  We go for a bike ride in summer a lot and camping to and sometimes a fair.  When we go camping we bring our bikes and roller balldes.  I like going to a fair because I like going on the rides like the zipper.  The best part of summer is not going to school.
	 Sample Essay 3b: Scoring Breakdown
	Conventions:  2
	Total Score:  5
	Purpose/Focus
	Organization/Coherence
	Development of Content
	Sentence Fluency
	Word Choice
	Conventions
	 Sample Essay 4b:
	My favorite season is July because it is my brithday and its nice out in July and because its in the summer.  That I go up north to our cabin and to my Grand partents house too.
	 Sample Essay 4b: Scoring Breakdown
	Conventions:  2
	Total Score:  4
	Purpose/Focus
	Organization/Coherence
	Development of Content
	Sentence Fluency
	Word Choice
	Conventions
	 Sample Essay 5b:
	Cis mis
	I like to git plans and cars.  I hat win my dog koko eas my toys and cande.  I was like to get cas, plans, games and sitoms.  I vary vary vary like my xbox and PS2.
	 Sample Essay 5b: Scoring Breakdown
	Conventions:  2
	Total Score:  5
	Purpose/Focus
	Organization/Coherence
	Development of Content
	Sentence Fluency
	Word Choice
	Conventions
	   Sample Essay 1c:
	The smell of my favorite meal came through the crack in my door.  I was doing my homework one Friday after school and the smell of porkchops, patatos, carrots, salads, and any thing else I could remember came right through the crack in my door straight to my nose.  I could hear the bubbling of the porkchops that my dad was grilling out from the soren of my window, and the chopping of the saldas, and the sizzling of the patatos in the microwave.  It seemed to good to be true!  I opened my window to take a wife of that delicious small of porkchops bubbling on the grill.  Then I heard it…the most wonderful sound saying “suppers ready come and eat!”  Good thing I was done with my homework I piled all of my books and papers into a pile and practicley through them into my back pack.  I ran down to the dinning room the candiler shimmering with the sight of all my favorite foods.  My family was already there my mom, dad, and two sisters Heather and Melanie.  We said our prayer and sat dow to eat we piled up our plates with everything that could fit on them.  I piled mine with fruits, veggis, meat, and a huge help of salad with lots of French dressing.  I had no clue where to start digging in.  I had practicley three whole meals to eat right there on my plate.  I started to eat the fruit then my veggis and every thing that came after that.  And let me tell you I was one little stuffed piggy after that.  But now I think I have a new favorit meal but I don’t have time for it now.  T-T-F-N-Tah-Tah-For-Now!!!!!!
	 Sample Essay 1c: Scoring Breakdown
	Conventions:  2
	Total Score:  7
	Purpose/Focus
	Organization/Coherence
	Development of Content
	Sentence Fluency
	Word Choice
	Conventions
	 Sample Essay 2c:
	My favorite meal is made out of white rice, Chicken Noodle Soup, pork, candy carrots, and mashed potatos.  I’ll tell you why this is such a luchious meal.  The white rice is the best because it’s a nice purl white, it has such good taste, and it’s even healthy for you!
	 Sample Essay 2c: Scoring Breakdown
	Conventions:  2
	Total Score:  6
	Purpose/Focus
	Organization/Coherence
	Development of Content
	Sentence Fluency
	Word Choice
	Conventions
	 Sample Essay 3c:
	Pizza is my favorite meal to eat.  I like the cheese on my pizza.  I like to eat my pizza when it is still hot and yummy in my tommy.  I like my pizza with cheese, meat, and peperomi.  It is made out of dough and it has a crunchy crust.  It smells so good you just have to get one!  Pizzas make me thirsty I got to get a drink.  I save the peperomi and I eat the cheese with the sause.  Pizzas has a good smell when you get it out of the oven.  I loved the smell of pizza.
	 Sample Essay 3c: Scoring Breakdown
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	Total Score:  5
	Purpose/Focus
	Organization/Coherence
	Development of Content
	Sentence Fluency
	Word Choice
	Conventions
	 Sample Essay 4c:
	I like griltcheese.  I like the cheese meteing in my mouth.  And I like the tast of the brade and cheese in my mouth.  I like the way the lettes cranch in my mouth.
	 Sample Essay 4c: Scoring Breakdown
	Conventions:  2
	Total Score:  4
	Purpose/Focus
	Organization/Coherence
	Development of Content
	Sentence Fluency
	Word Choice
	Conventions
	 Sample Essay 5c:
	I like candy.  Cause it’t jusice.  Sometimes I like candy, sometimes I don’t.  Candy is my favriete food.
	 Sample Essay 5c: Scoring Breakdown
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	Total Score:  3
	Purpose/Focus
	Organization/Coherence
	Development of Content
	Sentence Fluency
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	 Sample Essay 6c:
	My favrike dinner is when me mom unlce vinuse justen calvin megan we had turkey ham and masthed patados we talked
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	 Sample Essay 7c:
	When you go home you take a bath.  You eat dinner.
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