What is the federal quota program?

the Federal Quota Program was initiated in 1879 by the federal Act to Promote the Education of the Blind.  This program is a means whereby a per capita amount of money is designated for the purchase of educational materials for each eligible registered student.  Funds are allocated annually by Congress and are maintained in accounts which are administered by the American Printing House for the Blind (APH) and its ex officio trustee, the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI).

Each January the DPI conducts a census and registers students of Wisconsin public and private non-profit schools who qualify for the Federal Quota Program.  Once a student is registered, materials can be ordered from APH, without cost to the school, teacher, or parent that provides the student's educational program.  A catalog of materials available through this program can be found on-line at www.aph.org.

ELIGIBILITY FOR FEDERAL QUOTA REGISTRATION

In order for students to be eligible for registration in the Federal Quota Program, they MUST meet the requirements as outlined in An Act to Promote the Education of the Blind.  Students must:

· Meet the definition of blindness--central visual acuity of 20/200 (Snellen) or less in the better eye with correcting glasses/lenses or a peripheral field so contracted that the widest diameter of such field subtends an angular distance no greater than 20 degrees.
· Be enrolled in a formally organized public or private, nonprofit educational program of less than college level.

· Be enrolled with the registering school or agency on the first Monday in January.

Beginning with the January 2003 census, eligibility is extended to include students whose visual performance is reduced by a brain injury or dysfunction (i.e. cortical visual impairments) when visual function meets the definition of blindness as determined by an eye care specialist or neurologist.

There is NO chronological age limit for eligibility.  The federal law limits registration to persons working at less than college level, but places no restriction on the ages of eligible students.  Eligible infants and preschool children can be registered if they are enrolled in a formally organized, regularly scheduled educational or training program and have a written education plan.  Adult students (those not enrolled in grade 12 or below) must have a written education plan and be enrolled in and attend, on a regular basis, an instructional program of at least 20 hours per week.

Required documentation.  The following documents must be on file with the agency or school in the event that an audit requires evidence of the student's educational program or visual acuity:

· Written education plan--for each person registered.  This is a verification that the student is in a formally organized educational program.

· Current vision report--by an ophthalmologist or an optometrist must be on file for each eligible student.  (A report from a neurologist is acceptable for students classified as functionally blind due to conditions referred to as neurological, cortical, or cerebral visual impairments.)  The report must be current within three years.

Exemption from recertification.  Exemption from the three-year recertification requirement will be given for students with proven non-changing eye conditions, such as bilateral enucleations, anophthalmos, or other conditions determined immutable as evidenced by the written statement of an ophthalmologist, optometrist, or neurologist.  Statement must include the original signature of the professional and date.
