UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

May 23, 2025

The Honorable Jill Underly

State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
125 S. Webster Street

Madison, W1 53703

Dear Superintendent Underly:

I am writing in response to Wisconsin’s request to the U.S. Department of Education (Department) on
February 7, 2025, to amend its approved consolidated State plan under the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 (ESEA).

I have determined that the amendment requests meet ESEA requirements; accordingly, | am approving
Wisconsin’s amended State plan. A summary of Wisconsin’s amendment is enclosed. This letter, as well as
Wisconsin’s revised ESEA consolidated State plan, will be posted on the Department’s website. Any further
requests to amend Wisconsin’s ESEA consolidated State plan must be submitted to the Department for review
and approval.

Please be aware that approval of this amendment is not a determination that all the information and data
included in the amended State plan comply with Federal civil rights requirements, including Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title I1X of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973, Title 11 of the Americans with Disabilities Act, and requirements under the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act. It is Wisconsin’s responsibility to comply with these civil rights requirements.

Thank you for the work Wisconsin has invested in its consolidated State plan under the ESEA. If you need
any assistance regarding its implementation, please contact the Office of School Support and Accountability
at: OESE.Titlei-a@ed.gov.

Sincerely,

//wf% B. Danor~—

Hayley B. Sanon

Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary

and Acting Assistant Secretary

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education

Enclosure

cc: Laura Adams, WDPI
Visalakshi Somasundaram, WDPI
Samuel Bohrod, WDPI

400 MARYLAND AVE., SW, WASHINGTON, DC 20202
www.ed.gov

The Department of Education’s mission is to promote student achievement and preparation for global competitiveness by fostering
educational excellence and ensuring equal access.
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Philip Olsen, WDPI
Shelly Babler, WDPI
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Amendment to the Wisconsin Consolidated State Plan
The following is a summary of Wisconsin’s amendment request. Please refer to the Department’s website
https://www.ed.gov/about/ed-offices/oese/key-documents for Wisconsin’s complete consolidated State

plan.

Title I, Part A: Improving Basic Programs Operated by Local Educational Agencies

Native Language Assessments
The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (WDPI) updated its data on languages other than
English that are present in the Wisconsin student population.

Long-Term Goals — Academic Achievement

WDPI established new measurements of interim progress and long-term goals for academic
achievement using baseline data from the 2023-2024 school year and shifted its timeline to six years
for meeting its long-term goals in the 2029-2030 school year.

WDPI also revised its methodology for determining its long-term goals to reduce the achievement
gap by 50 percent for each student group. The State adjusted the rate of growth accordingly to
between 2.0 and 4.5 percent for student groups that are behind and an increase of one percent each
year for all other student groups.

Long-Term Goals — Graduation Rate

WDPI established new baseline data from the 2022-2023 school year, adjusted its measurements of
interim progress, and shifted its timeline for its four-year adjusted cohort graduation rate (ACGR)
long-term goals to 2029-2030. WDPI also established new 2022-2023 baseline data for the seven-
year ACGR, adjusted its measurements of interim progress, and shifted its timeline for meeting its
long-term goals to 2029-2030.

WDPI set an overall long-term goal of halving the graduation rate gaps for each student group in six
years and adjusted the rate of growth for each student group accordingly.

Long-Term Goals — Progress in Achieving English Language Proficiency (ELP)

WDPI updated its baseline data to the 2023-2024 school year and revised its measurements of interim
progress and long-term goals through the 2029-2030 school year for progress in achieving English
language proficiency (ELP).

In addition, WDPI updated its timeline for a student to become proficient in English from eight years
to six years.

Academic Achievement Indicator
For its Academic Achievement indicator, WDPI renamed the proficiency levels that are assigned to
each student and their school (i.e., the State is now using developing, approaching, and meeting).

School Quality or Student Success Indicator — Chronic Absenteeism

WNDPI updated its School Quality or Student Success (SQSS) chronic absenteeism indicator data table
that shows the three-year statewide distribution of chronic absenteeism rates from the 2022-2023
school year.

Annual Meaningful Differentiation/Weighting
WDPI updated the weighting of its indicators in its system of annual meaningful differentiation. A
school with 10 percent of the student population being English learners will have a weight of 10
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percent for the Progress in Achieving English Language Proficiency indicator. Schools with less than
10 percent of the students being English learners will have a weight of 5 percent for that indicator
(with the remaining weight distributed among the academic indicators).

WDPI also clarified that schools that exclusively serve at-risk students are included in the
accountability system, so long as the school has sufficient data. The State’s alternate methodology is
only used for schools that are unable to be assigned a regular accountability score.

Other Continued Support — More Rigorous Interventions
WDPI updated its list of more rigorous State-determined interventions and supports to include
required evidence-based improvement strategies and LEA-based progress monitoring system(s).

WDPI removed from its list of more-rigorous interventions the use of a team trained in
implementation science to provide an external program evaluation and identify why reforms are not
improving outcomes for students.

Other Continued Support — Technical Assistance
WDPI updated its description of technical assistance available to LEAs for the purposes of supporting
improvement for low-performing schools.

Disproportionate Rate of Access to Educators
WDPI added a link to its “Inequitable Distribution of Teachers” webpage and a link to its technical
report that describes how the data on the inequitable distribution of teachers is calculated.

WDPI removed outdated information regarding professional development, educator preparedness
strategies, technical assistance, and resources for teachers.

School Conditions
WDPI updated its description of how it supports LEAS receiving Title I, Part A funds to improve
school conditions for student learning.

School Transitions

WDPI provided additional information regarding the contracting options available to support LEAS
implementing early childcare programs, including how the State monitors LEAS receiving Title |
funds to ensure there are agreements in place with Head Start and, if feasible, other early childcare
providers.

WDPI removed its Dropout Early Warning System and its Career and College Ready Early Warning
System (previously in development).

Title I, Part C: Migrant Education Program

Supporting the Needs of Migratory Children
WDPI updated how it will identify, address, and plan for the unique educational needs of migratory
children.

Promote Coordination of Services

WDPI updated how it will use Title I, Part C funds to promote interstate and intrastate coordination of
services for migratory children, including how the State will provide for educational continuity
through the timely transfer of pertinent school records, including information on health, when
children move from one school to another, and whether such move occurs during the regular school
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year. The State removed reference to a manual process previously used to transfer migratory student
records and changed the name of vendor used for State’s migratory student database.

Use of Funds
WDPI updated its priorities for the use of Title I, Part C funds and how such priorities relate to the
State’s assessment of needs for services in the State.

Title I, Part D: Supporting Neglected, Delinquent, or At-Risk Youth

Program Objectives and Outcomes

WDPI clarified its program objectives to focus on improving promising or evidence-based practices
for facilities. The State also noted that it will use outcome data to focus targeted support in improving
Title I, Part D programs.

Title 11, Part A: Supporting Effective Instruction

Use of Funds

WDPI will use Title I1, Part A funds to advance instructional leadership and high-quality teaching,
including through Wisconsin’s Educator Effectiveness (EE) System. These funds will be used for
professional development and program enhancements beyond State requirements.

Data and Consultation
WDPI will use Title Il, Part A funds to support the analysis of EE System data to enhance educator
effectiveness, inform decision-making, and provide technical assistance to local leaders.

Improving Skills of Educators

WDPI will use Title Il, Part A funds to expand professional development offerings through regional
coaching and training sessions, and to support job-embedded coaching and training on best practices
to enhance educator quality and improve student outcomes.

Title 111, Part A: English Language Acquisition

Entrance and Exit Procedures
WDPI clarified how feedback is collected and reviewed.

SEA Support for English Learner Progress
WDRPI revised its State plan to include additional details about the most recent adoption of English
language proficiency standards.



