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What is the Purple Star School Program?
In Wisconsin, the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) offers the Purple Star School designation program. The program is designed to help schools respond to the educational and social-emotional challenges military-connected children face during their transition to a new school and keep them on track to be college, workforce, and life-ready. (MCEC 2025a)
The primary goal of a Purple Star School program is to help schools with the unique needs and challenges military-connected children face when they move between schools with different curricula, expectations, standards, course offerings, extracurricular opportunities, and graduation requirements.
Military Children Face Many Challenges 
· Most military children attend six to nine different school systems during their PK-12 educational career and will transition more than twice during their high school years. 
· 30 percent of military-connected children are between the ages of six and eleven years old.
· School enrollment, eligibility for academic programs, school-sponsored extracurricular activities, placement, and graduating on time can be difficult due to frequent relocations. 
· In addition to adjusting to new cities, bases, and homes, military children also deal with making and losing friends as they frequently change schools.
A school is honored with the Purple Star School designation if they complete all the required activities, submit an application that evidences the program requirements, and is approved by DPI and the WI Interstate Compact Commissioner. This designation recognizes the school’s commitment to students and families connected to our nation’s military.
Benefits of Purple Star Schools
Purple Star Schools support the transition of military-connected students by taking the following steps:
· identifying a school liaison who acts as the point of contact for students and families and support the transition into or out of the schools,
· conducting professional development opportunities for school staff to understand and respond to the unique strengths and challenges of military students,
· offering complementing programming or activities to help create social connections and celebrate military students and families, and
· providing a dedicated school webpage with resources for military families. 
The initiative has been so successful in certain states that military parents now routinely seek out Purple Star Schools for their children due to the level of support they can expect from these schools and their awareness of the challenges of life in a military family. (MCEC 2025b)
Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children
Wisconsin became part of the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children through legislation (Wis. Stat. § 14.91) that was enacted in 2010. The compact provides for the uniform treatment of military children transferring between school districts and states. 
The compact was developed by the Council of State Governments’ National Center for Interstate Compacts, the Department of Defense, national associations, federal and state officials, departments of education, school administrators, and military families.
In 2010, Shelley Joan Weiss was appointed as the State Commissioner to the Interstate Commission on the Educational Opportunity for Military Children.
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Requirements Overview
[image: Purple Star School Requirements Overview Flowchart - Double arrow spanning across each requirement square: School Liaison, Staff Training, Recognition Events, Student Activities, and Dedicated Webpage]
New and renewal school applicants will follow the same process and use the same application form. All requirements remain the same, regardless of whether it is a new or renewal application.
1. Designate a School Liaison
Identify a designated Purple Star School Liaison (Point of Contact) who participates in activities to learn more about ways of effectively connecting with and supporting students whose families are affiliated with the military. 
· The liaison serves as the primary liaison between military-connected students and families and the school.
· The liaison is required to participate in professional development that increases the individual’s knowledge about supporting children of military families.
· The liaison helps educate colleagues on how to engage with and support military children.
· The liaison collaborates and coordinates with other school staff on military connected student activities and transition plans.
· The liaison may be a teacher, pupil services personnel (e.g., school counselor, school social worker), administrator, or another staff member who is well-equipped to support incoming and exiting military-connected students and their families.
[bookmark: _Training_for_Purple]Required Training for Purple Star School Liaisons
Purple Star School Liaisons are required to participate in the following professional development opportunities. 
Review Resources:
· Wis. Stat. § 14.91 and 115.997 related to the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children.
· DPI’s Wisconsin Interstate Compact for the Education of Military Children website.
Select at Least One Learning Opportunity:
1. Purple Star Implementation and Sustainability Workshop Video (54 minutes)
2. Purple Star Schools Session Videos - View one session from Ashland University’s annual convening.
3. Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC) Learning Hub - Purple Star Schools Exemplary Practices (60 minutes)
4. Purple Star School Liaisons may select alternate professional development activities related to military children to meet this requirement. 
Recommended additional learning opportunities:
· Clearing House for Military Family Readiness Learning Modules 
· MIC3 Compact 101 Training Calendar
· MIC3 Training Portal
· Purple Star USA National Convening
· You Tube - What is Purple Star School?
· Clearinghouse for Military Family Readiness
· DPI’s Social and Emotional Learning Training Opportunities 
[bookmark: _2._Provide_Staff]2. Provide Staff Training 
Provide professional development to staff on special considerations for and support of military children, facilitated by the Purple Star School Liaison. 
Education and training can be incorporated into staff meetings, Inservice days, newsletters, Professional Learning Communities, and role specific meetings.  
Example Topics:
· Understanding the Military Child Experience
· Supporting Transitions
· Requirements of the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunities for Military Children (Wis. Stat. § 115.997)
· Academic and Social Support -  Military Child Well-Being Toolkit
· Purple Star Program Overview
3. Host a Military Recognition Event
Host a minimum of one annual activity recognizing military children and families.
Example Events:
· Month of the Military Child (April)
· National Veteran and Military Families Month (November) 
· Veterans Day (observed annually on November 11)
· Memorial Day (observed on the last Monday of May)
· Purple Up Day (observed annually mid-April)
· Military Speakers
· Military-friendly Program
[bookmark: _4._Student_Activities]4. Offer Student Activities and Transition Support
Provide student activities and transition support facilitated by the Purple Star School Liaison in collaboration with students, colleagues, and families to engage and support military children and families.
Example Activities and Transition Support:
· Welcome Kit
· School Welcome Video or Photo Slideshow
· Buddy Program or Student Ambassadors
· Lunch Bunch
· Academic Transition Planning
· Inbound/Outbound Checklist
· Adopt-a-School
· Letters or care package collections for troops
· Military Child of the Year Nomination
5. Maintain a Dedicated Webpage
Have a dedicated military family webpage on your school website to include current materials and information about local, state, and national military family resources. Resources examples can be found on the DPI Military Child Resources webpage.
The website must also include the Purple Star School Liaison’s contact information.
Example Websites:
· Sun Prairie Area School District 
· Tomah Area School District  
· Sparta Area School District
· Discovery Elementary School, VA
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An individual school is honored with the Purple Star School designation if they complete all the required activities, submit an application that evidences the program requirements, and is approved by DPI and the WI Interstate Compact Commissioner.
Application
The Purple Star School application form and application timeline will be made available on the DPI’s Military Children and Families website. 
Recognition
DPI will notify the district superintendent, school administrator, and program liaison of each applicant school and award the Purple Star School designation to those that meet the eligibility criteria.
Purple Star School Recognition Materials
Schools awarded the Purple Star School designation will receive special communication materials to display on their school building, website, and other messaging platforms.
· Letter of Acknowledgment
· Certificate
· Purple Star School Image Icon 
· Digital Banner Template: The school can use the banner template to have a banner printed through the district or a local banner company for display.
Designated Purple Star Schools will also be featured on the DPI’s Military Children and Families website. 
Renewal
[bookmark: _Int_nwdpGqxq]The Purple Star School designation is good for three years and a new application must be submitted to renew the designation. The requirements and application form will remain the same whether the school is a new or renewal applicant for the Purple Star School designation.
Purple Star Designated School Award Cycle Flow
· Implementation Year: Award requirements implemented and met; application submitted.
· Award Year 1: Recognition begins and work continues.
· Award Year 2: Recognition and work continues.
· Award Year 3: Recognition and work continues; the next application is submitted (to maintain the designation without a gap).
Example Award Cycle:
2025 - 2026: Implementation Year
2026–2027: Award Year 1
2027–2028: Award Year 2
2028–2029: Award Year 3 and a new application is submitted to maintain the designation without a gap (due Spring 2029).
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