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Greetings!
It’s September and school nurses are busy with trainings, immunization 
compliance, verifying medication consents, and managing chronic and 
acute student health conditions. This month’s Practice Points discusses 
some of the questions I receive regarding medication training for 
school staff. School nurse consultant office hours resume this month 
and DiSH sessions restart in October. 

This week is Asthma Peak Week. Several resources on how to stay 
healthy are shared in this newsletter. September is Sports Eye Safety 
Month. I’ve included several resources from Prevent Blindness, NASN 
and others on children’s vision.  

This month I attended a very spirted  Wisconsin Council on 
Immunization Practices (WCIP) meeting. The Department of Health 
Services (DHS) is committed to providing services and protecting the 
health of Wisconsinites using evidence -based practices. On page 20, I 
included the recent executive order by Gov. Evers that facilitates DHS 
doing so. At the WCIP meeting it was mentioned that Immunize.org is a 
credible site where healthcare providers and others can locate both 
CDC and ACIP recommendations along with the best available 
evidence-based clinical information and guidance for vaccination (p.14). 

Do familiarize yourself with the new resources posted to the DPI 
School Nursing and Health Services webpages (p.2). Did you know 
NASN has a four-part legal survival series for school nurses (p.7)? See 
an opportunity to join a virtual listening session on measle outbreaks in 
Wisconsin K-12 educational settings (p.19). Please look at the attached 
flyers providing guidance on disclosures and mental health 
misconceptions.

Stay healthy! 
   Louise 1

SAVE THE DATES

U P D A T E

FEATURED STORIES 

DPI supports best practices/evidence-based resources, but does not vet or 
endorse products/services. User is responsible to evaluate the resource and how 
it meets local needs.

DPI Consultant Office 
hours 9/19/25 9-9:45 AM 
& 9/23/25 3-3:45 PM

DPI New School Nurse 
Orientation October 14-
15, 2025, Madison

DiSH 10/15/25  3-4 PM

WASN Annual 
Conference April 27-29, 
2026, Madison



DPI News
Chapter 2 of the School Nurse Handbook Published 
Chapter 2: School Nursing and Health Services Laws was recently posted 
on the School Nursing and Services Resources and Publications webpage. 
It is located under the School Nursing Handbook tab. It behooves school 
nurses to devote time and effort to become familiar with school nursing 
and health-related laws. Multiple federal laws, state statutes, and local 
school board policies shape the nursing and health services programs 
that schools provide. Several more chapters are in the publication 
process.

New Resources Added to School Nursing Webpages
The following are new resources added to DPI School Nursing and Health 
Services webpages.

Guidelines for the Nurse in the School Setting
Ohio’s Emergency and Health Guidelines for Schools 4th edition
Wisconsin Asthma Coalition Stock Albuterol in Wisconsin Schools 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
EPA- Bed Bugs and Schools 
EPA- Bed Bugs in Schools Guidance for Administrators, Teachers and 
Staff
Michigan’s Supporting Students with Adrenal Insufficiency in School 
Oregon School Nurses Association – Adrenal Insufficiency Toolkit for 
School Nurses

Recording of Back-to-School Webinar
DHS has posted the recording of the August 25, 2025, Back-to-School 
Immunization webinar. The recording is posted to this DHS webpage 
under school law requirements. The direct link is: 
https://vimeo.com/1114024234

New School Nurse Orientation Closes October 6
Registration for the New School Nurse Orientation is now open, but 
registration will close on October 6, 2025. This professional development 
opportunity is designed for nurses new to the specialty of school nursing. 
The New School Nurse Orientation will be held at the Madison 
Concourse Hotel in Madison, Wisconsin on October 14-15, 2025. See this 
flyer for more information regarding the orientation, hotel reservations, 
and the registration link.

Notification Letter Posted in Multiple Languages
The Department of Health Services (DHS) has posted the immunization 
“notification letter” (formerly legal notice) in multiple languages. You can 
locate the letter under the forms, reports, and letters tab on the DHS 
School Immunization website.
The direct link is: 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/library/collection/template-notification-
letter?order=field_release_date&sort=asc
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https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Ch_2_School_Nursing_and_Health_Services_Laws.pdf
https://osf-p-001.sitecorecontenthub.cloud/api/public/content/3cce4d4b87bb43659857a097f3993147?v=d8a95d39
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/effd947b-beb8-4ea1-a0ba-d70ab59556ab/Emergency+and+Health+Guidelines+for+Schools.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_JQGCH4S04P41206HNUKVF31000-effd947b-beb8-4ea1-a0ba-d70ab59556ab-pvcrOZF
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/effd947b-beb8-4ea1-a0ba-d70ab59556ab/Emergency+and+Health+Guidelines+for+Schools.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_JQGCH4S04P41206HNUKVF31000-effd947b-beb8-4ea1-a0ba-d70ab59556ab-pvcrOZF
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/effd947b-beb8-4ea1-a0ba-d70ab59556ab/Emergency+and+Health+Guidelines+for+Schools.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_JQGCH4S04P41206HNUKVF31000-effd947b-beb8-4ea1-a0ba-d70ab59556ab-pvcrOZF
https://mcusercontent.com/2ab2a24f9b0baf9b3a6965ddf/files/d2f72b65-7ac9-9b91-c67e-88a58751a795/FAQsStockAlbuterol.pdf?utm_source=Children%27s+Wisconsin+-+Master+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=338c3d138c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_03_26_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_fda96f3218-338c3d138c-294016337
https://mcusercontent.com/2ab2a24f9b0baf9b3a6965ddf/files/d2f72b65-7ac9-9b91-c67e-88a58751a795/FAQsStockAlbuterol.pdf?utm_source=Children%27s+Wisconsin+-+Master+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=338c3d138c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_03_26_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_fda96f3218-338c3d138c-294016337
https://www.epa.gov/ipm/bed-bugs-and-schools
https://www.epa.gov/ipm/bed-bugs-and-schools
https://www.epa.gov/ipm/bed-bugs-and-schools
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-07/documents/bed-bug-guidance-for-school-administrators-teachers-staff.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-07/documents/bed-bug-guidance-for-school-administrators-teachers-staff.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-07/documents/bed-bug-guidance-for-school-administrators-teachers-staff.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-07/documents/bed-bug-guidance-for-school-administrators-teachers-staff.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/ohns/School-Health-and-Safety/Supporting-Students-with-Adrenal-Insufficiency-in-School-Final-0424-FINAL.pdf?rev=8474696f2aa74a5bb120dfc641c53337&hash=A319DD3478137682D24019A13987671F
https://www.oregonschoolnurses.org/oregonschoolnurses/resources/toolkits/adrenal-insufficiency
https://www.oregonschoolnurses.org/oregonschoolnurses/resources/toolkits/adrenal-insufficiency
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/immunization/reqs.htm
https://vimeo.com/1114024234
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fdpi.wi.gov%252Fsites%252Fdefault%252Ffiles%252Fimce%252Fsspw%252Fpdf%252F2025_School_Nurse_Orientation_Flyer.pdf%2F1%2F010001992ffaaa18-62f2d94e-53a3-4c0f-bf1e-d66925d77efb-000000%2FEc6dur5-VYRzU3bWE_UcAiYcGZGaQRzvs4n1T7a0qFg%3D422&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C6e123c4942d540f0dfe008ddefd827ea%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638930434052429865%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FbKfrqVVGzxqqKlLxpuv3bbhlf8oAVodMPVNAZTJgdo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.dhs.wisconsin.gov%252Fimmunization%252Freqs.htm%2F1%2F010001992ffaaa18-62f2d94e-53a3-4c0f-bf1e-d66925d77efb-000000%2FiMANySjLOMIzJqBGv65ITLvQPxQeIDGq18BTqUhqgWY%3D422&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C6e123c4942d540f0dfe008ddefd827ea%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638930434052392450%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S%2FDIDOGloYuHcXxzoKVS7sPPA1KsJ2zwgX3zcPM2MJE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.dhs.wisconsin.gov%252Fimmunization%252Freqs.htm%2F1%2F010001992ffaaa18-62f2d94e-53a3-4c0f-bf1e-d66925d77efb-000000%2FiMANySjLOMIzJqBGv65ITLvQPxQeIDGq18BTqUhqgWY%3D422&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C6e123c4942d540f0dfe008ddefd827ea%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638930434052392450%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S%2FDIDOGloYuHcXxzoKVS7sPPA1KsJ2zwgX3zcPM2MJE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.dhs.wisconsin.gov%252Flibrary%252Fcollection%252Ftemplate-notification-letter%253Forder%3Dfield_release_date%2526sort%3Dasc%2F1%2F010001992ffaaa18-62f2d94e-53a3-4c0f-bf1e-d66925d77efb-000000%2F6Wncn6hcaqFS-LW6pFyKVWSXBNlOBczEwe6_nZP4gRE%3D422&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C6e123c4942d540f0dfe008ddefd827ea%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638930434052413686%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NcCabPYIxbG%2BMK1AEpK8KnhnAdFydsYjPWOxGgMFsOo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.dhs.wisconsin.gov%252Flibrary%252Fcollection%252Ftemplate-notification-letter%253Forder%3Dfield_release_date%2526sort%3Dasc%2F1%2F010001992ffaaa18-62f2d94e-53a3-4c0f-bf1e-d66925d77efb-000000%2F6Wncn6hcaqFS-LW6pFyKVWSXBNlOBczEwe6_nZP4gRE%3D422&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C6e123c4942d540f0dfe008ddefd827ea%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638930434052413686%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NcCabPYIxbG%2BMK1AEpK8KnhnAdFydsYjPWOxGgMFsOo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.dhs.wisconsin.gov%252Flibrary%252Fcollection%252Ftemplate-notification-letter%253Forder%3Dfield_release_date%2526sort%3Dasc%2F1%2F010001992ffaaa18-62f2d94e-53a3-4c0f-bf1e-d66925d77efb-000000%2F6Wncn6hcaqFS-LW6pFyKVWSXBNlOBczEwe6_nZP4gRE%3D422&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C6e123c4942d540f0dfe008ddefd827ea%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638930434052413686%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NcCabPYIxbG%2BMK1AEpK8KnhnAdFydsYjPWOxGgMFsOo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.dhs.wisconsin.gov%252Flibrary%252Fcollection%252Ftemplate-notification-letter%253Forder%3Dfield_release_date%2526sort%3Dasc%2F1%2F010001992ffaaa18-62f2d94e-53a3-4c0f-bf1e-d66925d77efb-000000%2F6Wncn6hcaqFS-LW6pFyKVWSXBNlOBczEwe6_nZP4gRE%3D422&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C6e123c4942d540f0dfe008ddefd827ea%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638930434052413686%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NcCabPYIxbG%2BMK1AEpK8KnhnAdFydsYjPWOxGgMFsOo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.dhs.wisconsin.gov%252Flibrary%252Fcollection%252Ftemplate-notification-letter%253Forder%3Dfield_release_date%2526sort%3Dasc%2F1%2F010001992ffaaa18-62f2d94e-53a3-4c0f-bf1e-d66925d77efb-000000%2F6Wncn6hcaqFS-LW6pFyKVWSXBNlOBczEwe6_nZP4gRE%3D422&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C6e123c4942d540f0dfe008ddefd827ea%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638930434052413686%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NcCabPYIxbG%2BMK1AEpK8KnhnAdFydsYjPWOxGgMFsOo%3D&reserved=0


DPI News
School Social Worker Consultant Shares Suicide Prevention 
Resources
In the Wisconsin Office of Children's Mental Health's newest Data Bite, 
they look at seasonal spikes in youth suicide. Contrary to the myth of 
winter holiday blues, youth suicides spike in October. See the Data Bite 
here.
• What You Need to Know About Youth Suicide - NAMI
• Best Practices in Care Transitions for Individuals with Suicide 

Risk: Inpatient Care to Outpatient Care 
o Youth (aged 10 -18) are more likely to die by suicide within 

6 months of inpatient care, when their initial appointment 
was 8 days or more after discharge (Fontanella, 2020). 
 How to help?  

 Crisis safety plan
 Family involved
 First appointment within 7 days or less
 Feeling supported
 Connected with peers
 Collaborative communication
 Easy access to outpatient care
 Caring contacts
 Community supports

• After Your Child’s Suicide Attempt (1 hour film) and Resources - 
Zero Suicide 

After Your Child’s Suicide Attempt is a free resource for providers, 
schools, and community organizations to share with parents and 
caregivers after their child has attempted suicide. The one-hour film 
answers questions often raised by caregivers and describes best 
practices in suicide care that parents can go back to in the days and 
weeks following their child’s suicide-related crisis.
• DPI Peer-to-Peer Suicide Prevention Grant – Applications Open

Educational and Medical Decision-Making for Children in Out-of-
Home Care Webinar Recording and Slides
In this webinar hosted by the Children’s Court Improvement Project 
(CCIP), the laws and policies governing educational and medical 
decision-making for children placed in out-of-home care or under a 
guardianship were reviewed. The presenters from the Department of 
Public Instruction and the Department of Children and Families 
explained when court orders and releases are required, as well as the 
rights retained by the parents. The webinar also included information on 
applying the reasonable and prudent parent standard to provide 
normalcy for these children.

Visit the CCIP Training Calendar to access the recording. To access the 
slides, click on this direct link or find them in the Training Materials 
section of the Resources Page.

Contrary to the myth 

of winter holiday 

blues, youth suicides 

spike in October.
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fnam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%3Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%25252FCL0%25252Fhttps%25253A%2525252F%2525252Fchildren.wi.gov%2525252FDocuments%2525252FResearchData%2525252FOCMH%2525252520Data%2525252520Bite_Sept%25252525202025_Suicide%2525252520Spikes.pdf%25252F1%25252F010101992e4e74e1-2e064b4c-c000-4339-832c-385da7e50674-000000%25252FFUN7znZY7D9XDetjz8DCDtDk-QiU00Iiy2WFF2mgNdI%25253D421%2526data%3D05%25257C02%25257Celizabeth.strunz%252540dpi.wi.gov%25257Ca47524b0a38f49a7e52c08ddef96d14e%25257C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%25257C1%25257C0%25257C638930153519736560%25257CUnknown%25257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%25253D%25253D%25257C0%25257C%25257C%25257C%2526sdata%3Dy73hyXIwRxneHtWUdc7K8gEpCs5Po6CgVpKXtorJgRI%25253D%2526reserved%3D0%2F1%2F0100019930310a26-7fc54144-5b21-46c1-9b8d-0420709ce6a8-000000%2FKzuugA0J1ZOmpzKR3Ve_HLe_kGKruISN5F-akGh3Cv4%3D422&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C64cf241b43ae48ad92b308ddf0877005%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638931187001983572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kmcdKHGsIsfNdt2Px1c%2BBtXtLvh9T99IqneAQssstzs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.nami.org%252Fkids-teens-and-young-adults%252Fwhat-you-need-to-know-about-youth-suicide%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526_hsenc%3Dp2ANqtz-_l-dsQLjjpGkPZwpAUOWXWUMGGiW62h8G5t0OjnG_o2-KTYfMzc8-HgyUUdaGz2ZVvV1FYaDBlqApNxVYn6XTyo61bHQ%2526_hsmi%3D370248317%2526utm_content%3D370248317%2526utm_source%3Dhs_email%2F1%2F0100019934776283-22e564c8-1a61-4d0f-9bdc-3ef42fc6b8c6-000000%2FjNuiCO2VOGkYSBRk7wTKQF174mr_Mq8ll97k7BDlGNw%3D422&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C64cf241b43ae48ad92b308ddf0877005%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638931187002007456%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5jMNPY7UHKlah8padCIrnru7AexE%2B6l6e%2BqzPjeqWek%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.nami.org%252Fkids-teens-and-young-adults%252Fwhat-you-need-to-know-about-youth-suicide%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526_hsenc%3Dp2ANqtz-_l-dsQLjjpGkPZwpAUOWXWUMGGiW62h8G5t0OjnG_o2-KTYfMzc8-HgyUUdaGz2ZVvV1FYaDBlqApNxVYn6XTyo61bHQ%2526_hsmi%3D370248317%2526utm_content%3D370248317%2526utm_source%3Dhs_email%2F1%2F0100019934776283-22e564c8-1a61-4d0f-9bdc-3ef42fc6b8c6-000000%2FjNuiCO2VOGkYSBRk7wTKQF174mr_Mq8ll97k7BDlGNw%3D422&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C64cf241b43ae48ad92b308ddf0877005%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638931187002007456%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5jMNPY7UHKlah8padCIrnru7AexE%2B6l6e%2BqzPjeqWek%3D&reserved=0
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DPI News

Take part in one or two 
impactful days of learning, 
connection and inspiration. 
This year’s keynote, Dr. Andréa 
Michel, will share practical, 
trauma informed strategies to 
support schools as safe, 
supportive spaces for all 
students.

Wednesday, December 10 - 
Pre-conference $75/session
Thursday, December 11 - 
Conference $150

Session topics you don’t want to 
miss!
• Student mental health & 

anxiety
• Restorative practices & 

trauma-informed 
leadership

• Youth substance use & 
prevention

• Educator wellness & 
resilience

• Student engagement & 
digital dilemmas…and 
more!

Visit the conference 
webpage for more information 
and to register, by November 
20. Register yourself or your 
school team. Contact the WISH 
Center 
(wishschools@cesa4.org) for 
help with registration.

.
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Register for the 2025 Building 
the Heart of Successful Schools 
Conference

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wishschools.org%2Fresources%2FBHSS.cfm&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C82252bcda1784b839d4908ddf07d3572%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638931142807095110%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s24b3YBZYNrGZVe7kX68XOZKlmNwYy8SK7jDgONQnns%3D&reserved=0
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DPI News

Purple Star School Program
The Department of Public Instruction 
(DPI) is launching the inaugural Purple 
Star School Program during the 
2025 - 2026 school year. DPI invites all
schools to participate in the Purple Star 
School designation, which recognizes schools
that demonstrate a strong commitment to 
supporting military-connected
students.

The primary focus of this designation is to help schools meet the 
unique needs of military-connected children, who often face 
educational, social, and emotional challenges when transitioning 
between schools with different curricula, expectations, and 
graduation requirements.

Please see the Purple Star School Program Announcement flyer and 
share out with any interested parties. For more information on the 
Purple Star School Program, please visit DPI’s Military Children and 
Families webpage.

Now Accepting Applications for the 2025-2026 School Screening, 
Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment (SBIRT) 
Implementation Project
The Wisconsin Safe and Healthy Schools Center invites both new and 
returning schools to apply for the 2025-2026 School SBIRT 
Implementation Project. Learn more about School SBIRT and find the 
link to the application on the WISH Center webpage. Applications 
are due by September 24, 2025. Feel free to reach out to any WISH 
Center Team member with questions.
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The primary focus of 

this designation is to 

help schools meet the 

unique needs of 

military-connected 

children, who often 

face educational, 

social, and emotional 

challenges when 

transitioning between 

schools with different 

curricula, 

expectations, and 

graduation 

requirements.

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/military-children/Wisconsin_Purple_Star_School_Program_Announcement_Flyer.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/military-children/military-children-resources
https://dpi.wi.gov/military-children/military-children-resources
https://wishschools.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=344383e8c7e9f3ce15e12efac&id=06b4dad0e3&e=c8686f1400
https://wishschools.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=344383e8c7e9f3ce15e12efac&id=88c33fca05&e=c8686f1400


DHS News
Interactive Respiratory Illness Data
To view respiratory illness data, visit the interactive respiratory
 illness summary data, emergency department data, laboratory 
testing data, death data, or hospitalization data. Interactive vaccination
 data for COVID-19, flu, and RSV is also available. 

A new Measles dashboard has been added.

DHS Renewed Naloxone Standing Order for Pharmacists
The renewal of the Naloxone Standing Order for Pharmacists continues to give Wisconsinites access to 
naloxone without a prescription at participating pharmacies. Naloxone is the opioid overdose reversal 
medication. Unlike previous naloxone standing orders for pharmacists issued since 2016, this version 
does not expire and allows participating pharmacies to dispense the 3mg nasal spray in addition to the 
4mg nasal spray and injectable formulations of naloxone. More than 300 pharmacies are using the 
statewide naloxone standing order for pharmacists. See a map of locations where naloxone is 
available on the DHS website.
See press release.

Possible Increases in Multi-System Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C) and Acute Flaccid 
Myelitis (AFM) Cases Due to an Increase in Respiratory Virus Activity
COVID-19 activity is currently increasing statewide, especially in children younger than 5 years old and 
adults over the age of 65. Enteroviruses are also circulating at elevated levels, with the levels of other 
respiratory viruses expected to increase in later summer and fall.

Increased respiratory virus activity in Wisconsin could lead to increases in two rare but serious 
conditions associated with respiratory virus infection: multi-system inflammatory syndrome in children 
(MIS-C) and acute flaccid myelitis (AFM).  Wisconsin clinicians are asked to prepare for the season by 
being aware

MIS-C
MIC-S, associated with severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) infection, is a 
severe delayed hyperinflammatory condition in children and adolescents occurring 2–6 weeks after 
SARS-CoV-2 infection. MIS-C patients may require intensive care unit admission for cardiac and/or 
respiratory support and testing for SARS-CoV-2 virus may be positive or negative. MIS-C incidence 
tends to be higher among younger children compared with older adolescents, but cases have been 
reported across all age groups.

AFM
AFM is a rare neurologic condition that results in inflammation of the spinal cord, with more than 90% 
of cases occurring in young children. Most cases of AFM experience sudden onset of arm or leg 
weakness with loss of muscle tone and reflexes. Some AFM cases also experience facial droop, difficulty 
moving their eyes, drooping eyelids, or difficulty with swallowing or speaking. Severe cases can result in 
respiratory failure and death. AFM has most commonly been associated with infections caused by 
enteroviruses but can also result from infections with other viruses. AFM is often challenging to 
diagnose because it shares many of the same symptoms as other neurologic diseases, like transverse 
myelitis and Guillain-Barre syndrome. Therefore, it is important to conduct the proper testing and 
examinations necessary to differentiate between AFM and other neurologic conditions.
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NASN News

Be Ready to Testify: Practical Strategies for School Nurses
School Nurses need to know and understand the ins and outs of the 
process to prepare to be deposed should they be called to testify in a 
case. NASN's NCPD program, You Might Testify in a Case: Learn the 
Ins and Outs, provides practical guidance on depositions—what to 
expect, how to prepare, and strategies to use during testimony. This 
professional development opportunity is part of NASN's four-part 
Legal Survival Series for School Nurses.

Addressing the Overlap: Epilepsy and Mental Health
For people living with epilepsy, mental health problems can be 
common. NASN's new free, enduring webinar explores The Mental 
Health Toolkit for School Nurses Caring for Students with Epilepsy. 
Learn how to apply the toolkit's current evidence-based information, 
screening tools, assessments, and nursing process–based strategies to 
build your confidence and competence in supporting students with 
epilepsy and related mental health concerns—while earning 1.0 NCPD 
contact hour. Learn more and complete the program today.

Related Resources: The online learning course Incorporating Multi-
Tiered System of Support (MTSS) into School Health Services to 
Promote Health Equity outlines the differences between the three 
tiers of MTSS and identifies strategies to use when implementing the 
three tiers in school health services to support student physical and 
mental health and meet social needs using an elementary school case 
study focused on a student with epilepsy.

Make a Difference in the Fight Against Myopia
School nurses understand that vision and eye health are foundational 
to opportunity and learning. Myopia is the most common vision 
disorder among children, and when left undetected, it leads to learning 
challenges and higher risks of long-term eye disease. As advocates for 
children's success and well-being, we are pleased to share the latest 
op-eds from The Health Care Alliance for Patient Safety (HCAPS) for 
you to read and share to educate yourself and others.

• The Growing Myopia Epidemic Threatening Our Children's 
Success

• The Crucial Role of Childhood Vision Assessments: Protecting 
the Foundation of a Child's Future
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femk7z6oab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001l6Fk5G_KzxemdUb-k4bRHbb8FI5znERACDc7-uMtaR5agOAQDjIWjnF-03xSP8LfMs2iLBEaldbvcREfdbIyP3UeW27egtEcf6mWBl5PHOJorZ7SCitsDRGG836-kW2dZ4JkpeHAxCCj9Qb0Pbnsz0e3n7xEMN1C66zOUwKQqY5bCuIKskn0RzA8G9ng6ue2NM17v4WfM4geoxAXEy9sQQ%3D%3D%26c%3D4-joqo73RhusXTpHp5HP8bn4juLr6k3M6HtTQ4qYgxnlDpsxbTsVeA%3D%3D%26ch%3DM9mUU1OqV56v7SisABczpvuE8PyklF0BIUndJCf8r_m7tKgs78kZfw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C561d2933b88c4a19bc8e08dde669f33f%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638920064912189707%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ijjOu63dl42lmLD9JYS8K%2Bu%2Fp7fSRaRCj7z9Xt6qQQM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femk7z6oab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001l6Fk5G_KzxemdUb-k4bRHbb8FI5znERACDc7-uMtaR5agOAQDjIWjs7-eiEll1DtQr_VyBuIoLNJBWUeuqcY4NKvTbT518xDOISQUF-vXA-yM_DRZtEXyBoa04h6IJcRNktpFtrIlwa43nk34T8qz8k5oN_U2wTTUzEhXyKlpx4%3D%26c%3D4-joqo73RhusXTpHp5HP8bn4juLr6k3M6HtTQ4qYgxnlDpsxbTsVeA%3D%3D%26ch%3DM9mUU1OqV56v7SisABczpvuE8PyklF0BIUndJCf8r_m7tKgs78kZfw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C561d2933b88c4a19bc8e08dde669f33f%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638920064912199572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vxC7Z3hhUwWjZNtigsDN9Xlj9QUGfPeH303OFOfXP80%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femk7z6oab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001l6Fk5G_KzxemdUb-k4bRHbb8FI5znERACDc7-uMtaR5agOAQDjIWjs7-eiEll1Dteg8Kh3G2233cb-HYcufrpkySoDUozreUjfUuow3ls9xqXu2LDdVCTh9Fi1zipptQ0mRdDOc_pndz1t9LJ2XqbqrLzoGdlCvADIEeXVEksxkcSeRAFDfNKJe6BxLbCvKlnFEqi70YI-g%3D%26c%3D4-joqo73RhusXTpHp5HP8bn4juLr6k3M6HtTQ4qYgxnlDpsxbTsVeA%3D%3D%26ch%3DM9mUU1OqV56v7SisABczpvuE8PyklF0BIUndJCf8r_m7tKgs78kZfw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C561d2933b88c4a19bc8e08dde669f33f%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638920064912208419%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CY1tSX%2BXWzkDlAF4QCdZa3tyw0g1Ie167ea1JMp%2FoV4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femk7z6oab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001l6Fk5G_KzxemdUb-k4bRHbb8FI5znERACDc7-uMtaR5agOAQDjIWjs7-eiEll1Dteg8Kh3G2233cb-HYcufrpkySoDUozreUjfUuow3ls9xqXu2LDdVCTh9Fi1zipptQ0mRdDOc_pndz1t9LJ2XqbqrLzoGdlCvADIEeXVEksxkcSeRAFDfNKJe6BxLbCvKlnFEqi70YI-g%3D%26c%3D4-joqo73RhusXTpHp5HP8bn4juLr6k3M6HtTQ4qYgxnlDpsxbTsVeA%3D%3D%26ch%3DM9mUU1OqV56v7SisABczpvuE8PyklF0BIUndJCf8r_m7tKgs78kZfw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C561d2933b88c4a19bc8e08dde669f33f%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638920064912208419%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CY1tSX%2BXWzkDlAF4QCdZa3tyw0g1Ie167ea1JMp%2FoV4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femk7z6oab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001l6Fk5G_KzxemdUb-k4bRHbb8FI5znERACDc7-uMtaR5agOAQDjIWjs7-eiEll1Dteg8Kh3G2233cb-HYcufrpkySoDUozreUjfUuow3ls9xqXu2LDdVCTh9Fi1zipptQ0mRdDOc_pndz1t9LJ2XqbqrLzoGdlCvADIEeXVEksxkcSeRAFDfNKJe6BxLbCvKlnFEqi70YI-g%3D%26c%3D4-joqo73RhusXTpHp5HP8bn4juLr6k3M6HtTQ4qYgxnlDpsxbTsVeA%3D%3D%26ch%3DM9mUU1OqV56v7SisABczpvuE8PyklF0BIUndJCf8r_m7tKgs78kZfw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C561d2933b88c4a19bc8e08dde669f33f%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638920064912208419%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CY1tSX%2BXWzkDlAF4QCdZa3tyw0g1Ie167ea1JMp%2FoV4%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femk7z6oab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001l6Fk5G_KzxemdUb-k4bRHbb8FI5znERACDc7-uMtaR5agOAQDjIWjs7-eiEll1Dt8EaiAIqYIRZSar2H0QC_X9dO3JsKLNs_qNFK9gwoRQRVqoj3rHlvaiF516Obn0YsJs4z3T25ygJzNpQ4AJVSvQCuzyaImo_NaMMdI7mZng0iOPFQUnNcAVvr2OTttjUYRW9Y_kfuhRdchtWZl7Q2pDWbMHpfOclg%26c%3D4-joqo73RhusXTpHp5HP8bn4juLr6k3M6HtTQ4qYgxnlDpsxbTsVeA%3D%3D%26ch%3DM9mUU1OqV56v7SisABczpvuE8PyklF0BIUndJCf8r_m7tKgs78kZfw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C561d2933b88c4a19bc8e08dde669f33f%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638920064912217228%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qFqFoTwDl0OduiKQ63sa%2FPu93VpBiKL3puY0lFeLHlQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femk7z6oab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001l6Fk5G_KzxemdUb-k4bRHbb8FI5znERACDc7-uMtaR5agOAQDjIWjs7-eiEll1Dt8EaiAIqYIRZSar2H0QC_X9dO3JsKLNs_qNFK9gwoRQRVqoj3rHlvaiF516Obn0YsJs4z3T25ygJzNpQ4AJVSvQCuzyaImo_NaMMdI7mZng0iOPFQUnNcAVvr2OTttjUYRW9Y_kfuhRdchtWZl7Q2pDWbMHpfOclg%26c%3D4-joqo73RhusXTpHp5HP8bn4juLr6k3M6HtTQ4qYgxnlDpsxbTsVeA%3D%3D%26ch%3DM9mUU1OqV56v7SisABczpvuE8PyklF0BIUndJCf8r_m7tKgs78kZfw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C561d2933b88c4a19bc8e08dde669f33f%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638920064912217228%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qFqFoTwDl0OduiKQ63sa%2FPu93VpBiKL3puY0lFeLHlQ%3D&reserved=0


Asthma Grant Opportunities 
The Wisconsin Asthma Program is offering a Mini-Grant Opportunity to help schools build capacity to 
implement one of two new asthma initiatives focused on making schools more asthma friendly.
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Wisconsin Asthma 
Coalition

Asthma Peak Week: Sept. 14-20
The third week of September is known as Asthma Peak Week. 
This is the time when asthma attacks, emergency department
visits and hospitalizations tend to spike. Especially among children.

There are several factors that contribute to the annual Asthma
 Peak Week:

• Increased indoor allergens (like dust and mold) as kids
           spend more time indoors.
• Increased outdoor allergens (like ragweed).
• Stress, schedule changes, and weather changes.
• The spread of viruses in schools.

Here are some steps you can take to prepare for Asthma Peak Week:
• Get a flu vaccine.
• Get a full night of sleep, drink plenty of water, eat a healthy diet, and exercise.
• Pay attention to pollen counts and try to limit your exposure to allergens.
• Review your Asthma Action Plan and make sure an up-to-date copy is on file at your child's 

school or childcare center.
• Use an air cleaner at home (your child's school may have air cleaners in classrooms as well).
• Wash hands frequently!

CREATING ASTHMA-FRIENDLY SCHOOLS 

WHAT Implement Stock Asthma Medication or Idle-Free Schools

WHO
Due to high county asthma burden, schools in Brown, Kenosha, Menominee, 
Milwaukee, Racine and Rock Counties are eligible to apply for this funding for 
use in their affiliated K-12 schools.

FUNDING AMOUNT $4,000 per school

PROJECT PERIOD 11/1/2025 - 8/31/2026

APPLICATION DUE 10/20/2025

POSTING
https://publicnotices.wisconsin.gov/Notice/View/5977a707-4b0f-499e-
951e-8e3f5ca5bd23

WHAT ELSE

Awardees can earn their Healthy Spaces badge from Green & Healthy Schools 
Wisconsin.
https://green-and-healthy-schools-wi-
dnr.hub.arcgis.com/pages/badges~a382621dc7e24ffbaf4342846e31fdf2

https://publicnotices.wisconsin.gov/Notice/View/5977a707-4b0f-499e-951e-8e3f5ca5bd23
https://publicnotices.wisconsin.gov/Notice/View/5977a707-4b0f-499e-951e-8e3f5ca5bd23
https://publicnotices.wisconsin.gov/Notice/View/5977a707-4b0f-499e-951e-8e3f5ca5bd23
https://publicnotices.wisconsin.gov/Notice/View/5977a707-4b0f-499e-951e-8e3f5ca5bd23
https://publicnotices.wisconsin.gov/Notice/View/5977a707-4b0f-499e-951e-8e3f5ca5bd23
https://publicnotices.wisconsin.gov/Notice/View/5977a707-4b0f-499e-951e-8e3f5ca5bd23
https://publicnotices.wisconsin.gov/Notice/View/5977a707-4b0f-499e-951e-8e3f5ca5bd23
https://publicnotices.wisconsin.gov/Notice/View/5977a707-4b0f-499e-951e-8e3f5ca5bd23
https://publicnotices.wisconsin.gov/Notice/View/5977a707-4b0f-499e-951e-8e3f5ca5bd23
https://green-and-healthy-schools-wi-dnr.hub.arcgis.com/pages/badges%7Ea382621dc7e24ffbaf4342846e31fdf2
https://green-and-healthy-schools-wi-dnr.hub.arcgis.com/pages/badges%7Ea382621dc7e24ffbaf4342846e31fdf2
https://green-and-healthy-schools-wi-dnr.hub.arcgis.com/pages/badges%7Ea382621dc7e24ffbaf4342846e31fdf2
https://green-and-healthy-schools-wi-dnr.hub.arcgis.com/pages/badges%7Ea382621dc7e24ffbaf4342846e31fdf2
https://green-and-healthy-schools-wi-dnr.hub.arcgis.com/pages/badges%7Ea382621dc7e24ffbaf4342846e31fdf2
https://green-and-healthy-schools-wi-dnr.hub.arcgis.com/pages/badges%7Ea382621dc7e24ffbaf4342846e31fdf2
https://green-and-healthy-schools-wi-dnr.hub.arcgis.com/pages/badges%7Ea382621dc7e24ffbaf4342846e31fdf2
https://green-and-healthy-schools-wi-dnr.hub.arcgis.com/pages/badges%7Ea382621dc7e24ffbaf4342846e31fdf2
https://green-and-healthy-schools-wi-dnr.hub.arcgis.com/pages/badges%7Ea382621dc7e24ffbaf4342846e31fdf2
https://green-and-healthy-schools-wi-dnr.hub.arcgis.com/pages/badges%7Ea382621dc7e24ffbaf4342846e31fdf2
https://green-and-healthy-schools-wi-dnr.hub.arcgis.com/pages/badges%7Ea382621dc7e24ffbaf4342846e31fdf2
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The American Lung Association is offering a Mini-Grant Opportunity to assess your building’s Indoor 
Air Quality (IAQ) and develop an Energy Efficient Indoor Air Quality Management Plan. Application 
attached to this newsletter. 

CLEAN AIR SCHOOL CHALLENGE 

WHAT
Develop or implement comprehensive Energy Efficient Indoor Air Quality 
Management Plans

WHO Any K-12 school can join

FUNDING 
AMOUNT

Three levels of mini-grants are available. Schools may apply for any or all levels:

1. Assess mini-grant: Schools may apply for up to $2,500 to conduct 
assessments of their school for indoor air quality and energy management. Up 
to 10 schools within a district can receive Assess funding for a total of $25,000 
per district.

2. Plan mini-grant: Schools may apply for up to $3,000 for Energy Efficient 
Indoor Air Quality Management Plan development. Up to 10 schools within a 
district can receive Plan funding for a total of $30,000 per district. Schools 
must complete and submit a completed IAQ assessment to be eligible for a 
Plan mini-grant.

3. Act mini-grant: Schools may apply for up to $4,000 for Plan implementation. 
Up to 10 schools within a district can receive Act funding for a total of $40,000 
per district. Schools must complete and submit an IAQ assessment and Energy 
Efficient Indoor Air Quality Management Plan to be eligible for an Act mini-
grant. 

PROJECT PERIOD
Schools have 6 months from signing the MOU to complete the Assessment and 
Planning Mini-grants, and Schools have 12 months from signing the MOU to 
complete the Implementation Mini-grant

APPLICATION DUE

Mini-grant applications are accepted on a rolling basis, until all mini-grants are 
awarded (Mini-grants will be awarded to approximately 800 schools 
nationwide between July 2025 and December 2028). Applications will be 
reviewed every other month of each year starting July 1, 2025 (i.e., July 1, 
September 1, November 1, January 1, March 1, May 1 of each year). Decisions 
will be made, and schools will be contacted by email by the 15th of the month 
of the review.

POSTING See attached document

WHAT ELSE
Learn more: https://www.lung.org/clean-air/indoor-air/building-type-air-
resources/at-school/clean-air-school-challenge

Stock asthma medications in Wisconsin schools
To address some common questions and concerns regarding stock asthma medications in 
Wisconsin schools, we have created a new FAQ sheet. Click here to check it out!

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchildrenswi.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D2ab2a24f9b0baf9b3a6965ddf%26id%3D7bcef9156f%26e%3Dab66cd86e6&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7Ccfb98638423247babb4c08ddf4595f64%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638935386915274129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=klW0vXqKHP%2FRKfwND959sMaml%2FHg9WR7yzMjlmapmLw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchildrenswi.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D2ab2a24f9b0baf9b3a6965ddf%26id%3D5f30ba97db%26e%3Dab66cd86e6&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7Ccfb98638423247babb4c08ddf4595f64%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638935386915290250%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7uXJHYw%2Fw3fWxMYbdv47iuFQrF44lPUXxkXGG2Lz4FQ%3D&reserved=0
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SCHOOL NURSE UPDATE #2 10

Asthma and Allergy 
Network 

ASTHMA PEAK WEEK RESOURCES
The Allergy & Asthma Network shares a list of 10 ways to stay healthy during the September 
Asthma Peak, along with helpful videos and infographics. Check it out here.

Asthma and Allergy Foundation 
of America 
Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America  Resources
Check out the Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America webpage, The September Asthma Peak.

The Itch Podcast
The Itch Podcast has an episode titled, "September Asthma Peak Week and Understanding Fall Triggers," 
that can be viewed here.

They also released a related episode (part 2) focused on what parents can do to prepare for peak week. 
This episode is titled, "Asthma Peak Week Preparation: A Parent’s Guide," and it can be viewed here.

Miscellaneous
A Cross Between a Nicotine Pouch and an Energy Drink: What to Know About Caffeine 
Pouches | NBC News

Health Effects of Climate Change

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchildrenswi.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D2ab2a24f9b0baf9b3a6965ddf%26id%3Db1c9bdfb88%26e%3Dab66cd86e6&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7Ccfb98638423247babb4c08ddf4595f64%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638935386915177183%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h7oACapWgNpoI5Vj%2FiS7FZdwjPMizCwD1Zbh0U9V7NE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchildrenswi.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D2ab2a24f9b0baf9b3a6965ddf%26id%3D52235a2c18%26e%3Dab66cd86e6&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7Ccfb98638423247babb4c08ddf4595f64%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638935386915193307%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lxqHMOc5dAJ65o%2BVyy1GKYUduL0ZV3biXvsKe8pAdZc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchildrenswi.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D2ab2a24f9b0baf9b3a6965ddf%26id%3Df345094b32%26e%3Dab66cd86e6&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7Ccfb98638423247babb4c08ddf4595f64%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638935386915209487%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2NqELU0cR4ceV%2BspckPMWTfe8h83sKdjmrU7kiJMpdc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchildrenswi.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D2ab2a24f9b0baf9b3a6965ddf%26id%3D05a31e4f01%26e%3Dab66cd86e6&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7Ccfb98638423247babb4c08ddf4595f64%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638935386915225958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yZy7f24%2FoYmQbTzrMk80ajDf0f9axdJmirD%2Bu0v%2BrU8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapwefcdab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001_ZC3edAkdo_aznjT69_FoDzMpR9PrDWsL-gxQFdHn9N5APzwqMyzvPde9-kFC1EElel1zxfjcKDTNA5W0zXgLdA8oa0YutX9lH3IG401vm7YICpRgtp0ul56BUf_VP0lDiiRyMovpzpRPhtQyUP34iCoq9DYmwSutUz9whDNHBqT0l1g2zF1rNNEDk3hCvJGK3j6LWbVXhJ0-W303CRGQMeCQjPjwfHfetnA682Q5x1qsIFudRDqpMaVLthfBoWAkiDkIuqMxkQ_Z-er6E0TKULkWFpRbYw_dxTjd3Zql7Q%3D%26c%3DB0-qgqhR-JfgrAvCg4Wvl4JzBC2tzEosAwedzWyu2EuB9FzNZ-J8nQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DLpOgDn3iTWH27PyNdXz8XFmUi4mNn6PPOldAKJRHTZTq18ltQMknEA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C845e322fadb34f04cfa808ddea226faf%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638924155853807993%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Rhrj3pfZVZt%2FlInkw3lSUVk172Sql4U%2BAFXlVoK%2FlN4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapwefcdab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001_ZC3edAkdo_aznjT69_FoDzMpR9PrDWsL-gxQFdHn9N5APzwqMyzvPde9-kFC1EElel1zxfjcKDTNA5W0zXgLdA8oa0YutX9lH3IG401vm7YICpRgtp0ul56BUf_VP0lDiiRyMovpzpRPhtQyUP34iCoq9DYmwSutUz9whDNHBqT0l1g2zF1rNNEDk3hCvJGK3j6LWbVXhJ0-W303CRGQMeCQjPjwfHfetnA682Q5x1qsIFudRDqpMaVLthfBoWAkiDkIuqMxkQ_Z-er6E0TKULkWFpRbYw_dxTjd3Zql7Q%3D%26c%3DB0-qgqhR-JfgrAvCg4Wvl4JzBC2tzEosAwedzWyu2EuB9FzNZ-J8nQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DLpOgDn3iTWH27PyNdXz8XFmUi4mNn6PPOldAKJRHTZTq18ltQMknEA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C845e322fadb34f04cfa808ddea226faf%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638924155853807993%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Rhrj3pfZVZt%2FlInkw3lSUVk172Sql4U%2BAFXlVoK%2FlN4%3D&reserved=0
https://kids.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/frym.2025.1454063/full?fbclid=IwQ0xDSwMMIO9leHRuA2FlbQExAAEeSTcCvy_t6QIYBuYghZbpqT1oz9a7_O0OukSoKjh2-DfNsYAtRD4t6LdTFD4_aem_3EkTm8QzbNQ6qa-_XQXp5g


October 15, 2025
Hypoglycemia at the End of the School Day: 
Going Low and Going Home?

November 19, 2025
Information Overload: How to Help Families 
Navigate a New Diagnosis of Diabetes

December 10, 2025
When Every Day is a Holiday: Diabetes and 
Nutrition

January 21, 2026
Supporting Success: How to Empower Teens 
to Thrive with Diabetes

February 18, 2026
Stronger Together: Partnering with School 
Leaders to Support Diabetes Care

March 18, 2026
Diabetes Technology

April 15, 2026
Innovation in Immunotherapy: Hope for 
What's to Come in Diabetes Care

May 20, 2026
Diabetes Emergencies

SCHOOL NURSE UPDATE #2 11

Diabetes in School Health

Upcoming DiSH Sessions

Sessions are held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, from 3-4 PM, CST.
Click the session dates to add them to your calendar as an .ics file!
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Prevent Blindness

September is Sports Eye Safety Month
Sports Eye Safety Month in September is a great opportunity to 
educate families and the public about the risk of painful and 
potentially blinding eye injuries while playing sports without proper 
eye protection. Prevent Blindness recommends that athletes wear 
eye guards when participating in sports because prescription glasses, 
sunglasses, and even occupational safety glasses do not provide 
adequate protection. Athletes, or parents of children participating in 
sports, should always consult an eye care professional to determine 
the best kind of eye protection for their sport and medical needs.

Get fact sheets, tips for avoiding injuries and purchasing sports eye 
protectors, and find out how to promote sports eye safety in your 
community. Learn More

World Sight Day is October 9 - Join Us in Promoting Ways to “Love 
Your Eyes”
Prevent Blindness is again partnering with the National Association 
of School Nurses to provide a comprehensive World Sight Day 
Toolkit, including bookmarks, stickers, printable handouts, and more. 
Materials are available for conducting a “back-to-school night” 
promotion to educate families on children’s vision issues, hold 
screening events, and request local and state proclamations for 
World Sight Day. The fun bookmarks and stickers are great for early 
childhood education programs and Head Start. A new resource in the 
toolkit is a revised list of books about vision.

Prevent Blindness Children's Vision Screening Certification 
Course
As you return to school and begin vision screening, please remember 
that, to help ensure a consistent and standardized approach, the 
nationally recognized Prevent Blindness Children's Vision Screening 
Certification Course provides training and certification in evidence-
based children's vision screening protocols and techniques. The 
course also highlights ways to help decrease the gap between vision 
screening referrals and confirmatory eye examinations. In addition to 
online modules, the course provides individualized virtual skills 
mentoring sessions using teach-back demonstration methodology to 
ensure you use tools correctly and are comfortable with how you 
screen vision and follow up with families. This national certification is 
valid for 3 years. You will also receive 5 contact hours for 
professional development. Get Certified.
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New Eye Health Resource: Amblyopia 
and Strabismus Fact Sheets
Amblyopia, also known as “lazy eye,” 
most often results from either a 
misalignment of a child’s eyes (such as 
crossed eyes or strabismus) or a 
difference in image quality between the 
two eyes (one eye focusing better than 
the other). In both situations, the brain 
favors the stronger eye and suppresses 
the image from the weaker eye. If this 
condition is not treated early, the 
weaker eye may develop permanent 
vision loss. With early diagnosis and 
treatment, vision in the “lazy eye” can 
often be improved. The fact sheet 
includes tips on patching and 
information on other treatments to 
share with families. 

Prevent Blindness

Strabismus is a condition in 
which the eyes are not straight 
or do not line up properly 
because the eye muscles do not 
work together. If left untreated, 
strabismus can lead to 
amblyopia. The fact sheet 
includes tips on patching and 
information on other 
treatments you can share with 
families.

https://preventblindness.org/document/amblyopia-2/
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Immunize.Org
Immunize.org’s commitment to sharing clinical 
vaccination guidance based on the best available
 scientific evidence
The recent changes to the membership of ACIP and 
resignation of respected scientific leaders at CDC have
raised serious concerns across public health and healthcare
communities. Information shared by the departing CDC leaders 
have raised doubts about the scientific validity of vaccine policies
contemplated by the current administration. In addition, we observed the June ACIP vote against the use 
of thimerosal-containing influenza vaccines, a decision made without following the standard rigorous 
review of available data or the structured evidence-to-recommendations framework. In response, 
professional medical societies (e.g., American Academy of Pediatrics, American College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists) have begun to issue vaccination guidance that differs from new CDC guidance. 
Vaccination providers and educators who depend on Immunize.org resources should understand how we 
are approaching this unprecedented situation. 

First, Immunize.org will continue to ensure vaccination providers know what CDC and ACIP recommend. 
Their recommendations directly affect VFC, Medicaid, and Medicare vaccine coverage, and could impact 
other insurance plan coverage. Federal recommendations may also define the permitted scope of 
practice for some vaccinators, including pharmacists, depending upon state regulations. We will provide 
context to help our readers understand when available scientific evidence does not support federal 
guidance.

Second, we will continue to educate vaccinators and share the best available evidence-based clinical 
information and guidance for vaccination. This may include adding links to the recommendations and 
published schedules of professional societies or other broadly accepted clinical guidance organizations. 
When we update resources with guidance from other credible scientific sources, we will be explicit about 
where that guidance came from and connect you to those sources.

Our goal is to support you to be able to make the best possible clinical practice decisions and provide the 
best available vaccination advice to your patients and families. To this end, our popular standing orders 
templates will include CDC recommendations and, when needed, refer to major professional society 
recommendations where there are important differences. As always, our standing orders templates 
should be adapted as needed to develop the standing orders you use in specific settings.

Immunize.org is in the process of determining the best ways to reflect these differences on our website 
clearly and concisely. We commit to keeping you, our readers and partners, informed as we proceed. We 
remain committed to supporting you and members of the public with trustworthy vaccination 
information and resources.
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Unity® Consortium Blog
More Than a Band-Aid: The Impact of School Nurses
Published August 18, 2025
By Sophie Smith
Everyone wants to be healthy as we head back to school next month. 
School nurses are a great resource to ensure students are happy, healthy 
and ready to learn! Why are school nurses important? Read blog.

Medscape Nurses

The Promise - and Price - of Needle-Free Epinephrine
Lara Salahi
August 28, 2025
Read article.

A Nurse in Every School? The Push to Expand Healthcare Access in 
Underserved K-12 Schools
Jodi Helmer
August 13, 2025
Read article.

Your Local 
Epidemiologist 
Blog

Long Covid research roundup
What have we learned since last year?
Katelyn Jetelina and Hannah Totte, MPH
August 20, 2025

   

https://www.unity4teenvax.org/resource/more-than-a-band-aid-the-impact-of-school-nurses/
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/promise-and-price-needle-free-epinephrine-2025a1000mot?ecd=mkm_ret_250908_mscpmrk_ped-allergy_etid7695165&uac=308426EY&impID=7695165
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/nurse-every-school-push-expand-healthcare-access-underserved-2025a1000lfu?ecd=mkm_ret_250821_mscpmrk_np-pa_e3_etid7655393&uac=308426EY&impID=7655393
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack.com%2Fapp-link%2Fpost%3Fpublication_id%3D281219%26post_id%3D171343283%26utm_source%3Dpost-email-title%26utm_campaign%3Demail-post-title%26isFreemail%3Dfalse%26r%3D1n5c6m%26token%3DeyJ1c2VyX2lkIjo5OTM0NjQxNCwicG9zdF9pZCI6MTcxMzQzMjgzLCJpYXQiOjE3NTU2OTUwNTcsImV4cCI6MTc1ODI4NzA1NywiaXNzIjoicHViLTI4MTIxOSIsInN1YiI6InBvc3QtcmVhY3Rpb24ifQ.y__Pn3Zv7A3z6oS8k8ErPN9TcEGsKzwmuBtAdHQCNN0&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7Ca8e75b3543c648febff908dddfea139d%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638912918689552527%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ks1WJlK7Qdol5GDbXMQCjb9CgI5ac4IWaQodXxsMvCI%3D&reserved=0
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Attendance Works
Reducing Health-Related Absences!
Occasional absences related to health reasons are to be expected. But absences can quickly add up. 
There are many ways districts and schools can help prevent unnecessary health-related absences.

Helping to keep students healthy is part of the solution. Districts and schools can provide students and 
their families with information and access to services, both in school and in the community, that can 
help children stay healthy throughout the year.

Share our Keep Your Child Healthy and in School! handout (also in Spanish) with families. Our Tips For 
Keeping Students Healthy has suggestions for districts, schools and community partners. Remind 
families that stomachaches and headaches might be a sign of anxiety. To learn more about the 
connection between chronic absence and anxiety, read our short Q&A with Pamela Cantor, M.D.

Communicate clearly about when families can send a child to school if they show signs of illness. 
Download and share our one-page handout When is Sick Too Sick for School, or create your own that 
aligns with local health policy.

School nurses can help identify and address health-related and social barriers to school, support 
prevention and help with managing chronic conditions like asthma. Learn more by listening to Kimberly 
Stanislo from the National Association of School Nurses on our AAC webinar, Health, Well-being and 
Safety are Essential to Showing Up.

Teacher health and well-being are essential for creating the positive conditions for learning that can 
motivate students to show up. The Back-to-School tip sheet from Kaiser Permanente Thriving Schools 
suggests actionable steps to promote a supportive and healthy work environment throughout the 
school year for educators.

Attendance Tool Spotlight
To help schools develop a comprehensive plan to improve attendance and engagement, we’ve revised 
our Recommended Strategies for Schools. Attendance Works suggests four basic steps to address 
barriers and reduce chronic absence in schools. Check it out.

Understanding why students are absent as well as what motivates them to attend is key to creating a 
comprehensive multi-tiered system of support. We’ve updated our website page explaining how to find 
the root causes for absences, and just released a new Identifying Root Causes worksheet for school or 
district teams.

Tips from EveryDay Labs suggest how schools and districts can more simply communicate attendance 
policies. The blog post includes templates for elementary, middle and high schools.

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frfgmzawab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001yiOZcF0Xi2s-AeVAiDQ8AjYENEBM5Use45Hb8M_ulRVF9rPq4Y29kVhF32Ya-IVftA2RUWT6L2Q1A2rgna6oxryvTU1g0RfaqpkBrmgawUX3wv4hzGw72Xc5wTIOSIUHddDYXpFjLqxkJn5LGYkXB0r7yJhb90YxYDCXeTqGdCj-CTRUozMvY-SNdL5GIVWUTRWrM0WjGIPoZ692da2UrenF8WbD55KkHJGcUJ4WEbLo1mfCG_oQBcHchEow9IAJU5-FLS8YLERB5wA4g8VM8w%3D%3D%26c%3DIAIfOPppQwALG-tDZahReV47NFJlSythW4TyV1bTKywjUx5q4TUQUQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Dk_ydVKYYnqktHfep3s9rIWP0TnzUYqOzbyNzVT4d8rvUrBB3ndcvow%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C59390c533d314744227408ddf134f6f2%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638931931991827005%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9MLhJqa71sTC9xmVBFOk59GY6pbuW%2BeGPSEXPmmpqOA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frfgmzawab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001yiOZcF0Xi2s-AeVAiDQ8AjYENEBM5Use45Hb8M_ulRVF9rPq4Y29kbvA7ykJP2eJodOnYgLbSgjZTTgP-wlXab_7ODSB0aQfGTHSsymcmdGBdlbjjfaS7PLuJ1gD0Jx2DvSg9M3OO8jreBAUbZ-UQ1v5EWzTUCpjD4FFI5VaRRSVt6pvbN38i5qsolQ-8miKEz2es3ne1UW0xtzCdS6Moi3ESsxLkvUiHmiT3AxVJfjfYz08xzShIFaHbY3OheJ1KYnavh_mzCk%3D%26c%3DIAIfOPppQwALG-tDZahReV47NFJlSythW4TyV1bTKywjUx5q4TUQUQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Dk_ydVKYYnqktHfep3s9rIWP0TnzUYqOzbyNzVT4d8rvUrBB3ndcvow%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C59390c533d314744227408ddf134f6f2%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638931931991844300%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MUWwZ8rJmxPJSsEcqw5aT83CgC8ITkCkT%2BQaUZNuaGQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frfgmzawab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001yiOZcF0Xi2s-AeVAiDQ8AjYENEBM5Use45Hb8M_ulRVF9rPq4Y29kbvA7ykJP2eJodOnYgLbSgjZTTgP-wlXab_7ODSB0aQfGTHSsymcmdGBdlbjjfaS7PLuJ1gD0Jx2DvSg9M3OO8jreBAUbZ-UQ1v5EWzTUCpjD4FFI5VaRRSVt6pvbN38i5qsolQ-8miKEz2es3ne1UW0xtzCdS6Moi3ESsxLkvUiHmiT3AxVJfjfYz08xzShIFaHbY3OheJ1KYnavh_mzCk%3D%26c%3DIAIfOPppQwALG-tDZahReV47NFJlSythW4TyV1bTKywjUx5q4TUQUQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Dk_ydVKYYnqktHfep3s9rIWP0TnzUYqOzbyNzVT4d8rvUrBB3ndcvow%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C59390c533d314744227408ddf134f6f2%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638931931991844300%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MUWwZ8rJmxPJSsEcqw5aT83CgC8ITkCkT%2BQaUZNuaGQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frfgmzawab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001yiOZcF0Xi2s-AeVAiDQ8AjYENEBM5Use45Hb8M_ulRVF9rPq4Y29keG2ZqfndxDSOzIZswrHdZiJlMVmJD9uLZSVA-EV2_oMQlKpryTEPZEDFU-SfK8j_TaZlBDYlD05AciHyOnwBXmZ1bej7pZXAy_dfKdDjLQov7rLKk2VVhyqWkleweem1TmzvqJGwCEQWUgnIb7Y4EsF2kHmL0Hnbyzm1iyAXZLlho2hLciDhk3ABFm9sx8anuFzxPbX5sd-%26c%3DIAIfOPppQwALG-tDZahReV47NFJlSythW4TyV1bTKywjUx5q4TUQUQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Dk_ydVKYYnqktHfep3s9rIWP0TnzUYqOzbyNzVT4d8rvUrBB3ndcvow%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C59390c533d314744227408ddf134f6f2%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638931931991863868%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2Us7dLixsh0jvSPdJGgAI6OVtMdFzTRvpDXSh5OS2fY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frfgmzawab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001yiOZcF0Xi2s-AeVAiDQ8AjYENEBM5Use45Hb8M_ulRVF9rPq4Y29keG2ZqfndxDSM29ilCqu6m5sb0qZCT4sc-xiEY3GOnHQlXPm9kXwzRneEiHHpSs5mMujJSLVxPhfWC4z9bRWbKfwRTzBqQBZ36SYWnkZ1IgiOAqZEwAi9LlAgZClK1yAIZm7qZ90Zrz962VTteH6skGFTJCm9fe1Qu5JbCEk5MMzRGvuX9qyvmi6GWnC_wKLrw%3D%3D%26c%3DIAIfOPppQwALG-tDZahReV47NFJlSythW4TyV1bTKywjUx5q4TUQUQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Dk_ydVKYYnqktHfep3s9rIWP0TnzUYqOzbyNzVT4d8rvUrBB3ndcvow%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C59390c533d314744227408ddf134f6f2%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638931931991880852%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JvLhHnIcXxf1bGd%2B66EBzqpe6bUTqzhRFpbASQ1Nb5o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frfgmzawab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001yiOZcF0Xi2s-AeVAiDQ8AjYENEBM5Use45Hb8M_ulRVF9rPq4Y29kbmcY2Bl_2-S7JJ55lQX1FdPYeZ1MMNvZA__M9MZKPnEVIxKuUEGo1Tk6N0z9KE22wqyiInVKd-ZuxxvLIq_Q9nmdyIHQZ1lC9YZyhOxu0g4bOOnAFI0bvtmqjnAdOdnA8x-ZiL5zqUYL7e7XBIj3o2PhnsjQKgQgbqQCA43txaj%26c%3DIAIfOPppQwALG-tDZahReV47NFJlSythW4TyV1bTKywjUx5q4TUQUQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Dk_ydVKYYnqktHfep3s9rIWP0TnzUYqOzbyNzVT4d8rvUrBB3ndcvow%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C59390c533d314744227408ddf134f6f2%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638931931991897870%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A89UvDKGlrVO0w0rrQZIw5sEX7NrYr%2BhnfEQos3knLo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frfgmzawab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001yiOZcF0Xi2s-AeVAiDQ8AjYENEBM5Use45Hb8M_ulRVF9rPq4Y29kQQXYA1-E9N6bmddOM-guVowGSrpoixKqLCiL2BX-SNRawmW4lAVmpdNfO8dKYarfdmV-NJC2fMWbLcRS2rDIf4bNKtHwx697B8VRI7EOFeYlr6UiQYiaPbLnFtUTzHNQfePk_7ZQA0Fza4AbxT77QM%3D%26c%3DIAIfOPppQwALG-tDZahReV47NFJlSythW4TyV1bTKywjUx5q4TUQUQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Dk_ydVKYYnqktHfep3s9rIWP0TnzUYqOzbyNzVT4d8rvUrBB3ndcvow%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C59390c533d314744227408ddf134f6f2%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638931931991916845%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VvMu429ftPU2nd5VprfaKJN%2Bwp3rYLppZUfFUUOT%2FQM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frfgmzawab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001yiOZcF0Xi2s-AeVAiDQ8AjYENEBM5Use45Hb8M_ulRVF9rPq4Y29kQQXYA1-E9N6bmddOM-guVowGSrpoixKqLCiL2BX-SNRawmW4lAVmpdNfO8dKYarfdmV-NJC2fMWbLcRS2rDIf4bNKtHwx697B8VRI7EOFeYlr6UiQYiaPbLnFtUTzHNQfePk_7ZQA0Fza4AbxT77QM%3D%26c%3DIAIfOPppQwALG-tDZahReV47NFJlSythW4TyV1bTKywjUx5q4TUQUQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Dk_ydVKYYnqktHfep3s9rIWP0TnzUYqOzbyNzVT4d8rvUrBB3ndcvow%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C59390c533d314744227408ddf134f6f2%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638931931991916845%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VvMu429ftPU2nd5VprfaKJN%2Bwp3rYLppZUfFUUOT%2FQM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frfgmzawab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001yiOZcF0Xi2s-AeVAiDQ8AjYENEBM5Use45Hb8M_ulRVF9rPq4Y29kQQXYA1-E9N6bmddOM-guVowGSrpoixKqLCiL2BX-SNRawmW4lAVmpdNfO8dKYarfdmV-NJC2fMWbLcRS2rDIf4bNKtHwx697B8VRI7EOFeYlr6UiQYiaPbLnFtUTzHNQfePk_7ZQA0Fza4AbxT77QM%3D%26c%3DIAIfOPppQwALG-tDZahReV47NFJlSythW4TyV1bTKywjUx5q4TUQUQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Dk_ydVKYYnqktHfep3s9rIWP0TnzUYqOzbyNzVT4d8rvUrBB3ndcvow%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C59390c533d314744227408ddf134f6f2%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638931931991916845%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VvMu429ftPU2nd5VprfaKJN%2Bwp3rYLppZUfFUUOT%2FQM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frfgmzawab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001yiOZcF0Xi2s-AeVAiDQ8AjYENEBM5Use45Hb8M_ulRVF9rPq4Y29kQQXYA1-E9N6bmddOM-guVowGSrpoixKqLCiL2BX-SNRawmW4lAVmpdNfO8dKYarfdmV-NJC2fMWbLcRS2rDIf4bNKtHwx697B8VRI7EOFeYlr6UiQYiaPbLnFtUTzHNQfePk_7ZQA0Fza4AbxT77QM%3D%26c%3DIAIfOPppQwALG-tDZahReV47NFJlSythW4TyV1bTKywjUx5q4TUQUQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Dk_ydVKYYnqktHfep3s9rIWP0TnzUYqOzbyNzVT4d8rvUrBB3ndcvow%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C59390c533d314744227408ddf134f6f2%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638931931991916845%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VvMu429ftPU2nd5VprfaKJN%2Bwp3rYLppZUfFUUOT%2FQM%3D&reserved=0
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Attendance Works

Updated District Data Tools
Are you wondering about the best ways to
visualize your district’s chronic absence data?
If yes, use our newly updated, free quantitative 
data tools designed for school districts.

These tools, known as the DATTs (District Attendance 
Tracking Tools) and SATTs (School Attendance 
Tracking Tools) are self-calculating Excel spreadsheets 
accompanied by handbooks with guidance. School districts
can paste in student attendance data and receive an analysis 
of chronic absence rates by school, grade and racial and 
ethnic breakdowns, as well as a list of absentee students.

Our data tools can offer staff insights into which student
groups need immediate intervention while saving time. In addition, 
they provide districts of all sizes with powerful data visualizations that 
can serve as a model for reports to incorporate into their real-time data 
dashboards.

• How much do the DATTs and SATTs cost? As with all previous 
versions, the DATTs and SATTs are free of charge. Those wishing to 
access them can register here.

• How have the DATTs and SATTs been updated? We updated the 
DATTs and SATTs to ensure the tools can capture new patterns and 
developments related to chronic absence.

Why do the DATTs and SATTs use “bands” of attendance to categorize 
students? We created bands to make it more manageable for schools 
to put in place a tiered approach to improve student attendance and 
engagement. The tiered approach begins with prevention for all 
students. Read our blog post to understand why these updated tools 
matter and how they have changed.

Our data tools can offer 

staff insights into which 

student

 groups need immediate 

intervention while 

saving time.
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Seeing the Big Picture
For years now, a steadily growing concern has been reshaping the way our students see the world: 
myopia, or nearsightedness—a quiet but accelerating epidemic affecting young eyes 
nationwide. What was once viewed as a relatively minor, easily corrected vision issue is now 
emerging as a significant public health concern—one that can hinder learning in the classroom and 
pose long-term risks to eye health. As of 2025, rates of myopia among children continue to climb, 
with more students requiring corrective lenses at younger ages and cases often progressing more 
rapidly than in past decades. For school nurses, this trend highlights an increasingly critical role in 
identifying and addressing this growing concern.

Myopia occurs when the eyeball elongates excessively from front to back, or the cornea curves too 
steeply, causing distant objects to appear blurry. While genetics play a role—children with 
nearsighted parents are at higher risk—lifestyle factors are increasingly implicated in the rising 
prevalence. Experts point to an increase in near-focused activities like extensive screen time for 
schoolwork, entertainment, and social interactions, coupled with a decrease in outdoor 
activity. Prolonged near-work may cause the eye to adapt and become "stuck" focusing up close, 
while insufficient outdoor time can disrupt the natural regulation of eyeball growth.

The good news is that while myopia cannot be reversed, its progression can be slowed. School nurses 
have a unique opportunity to educate families on preventative and management strategies. 
Encouraging students to spend more time outdoors—ideally around two hours daily—is a powerful 
behavioral intervention. Additionally, promoting breaks during near-work, such as the 20-20-20 rule 
(looking at an object 20 feet away for 20 seconds after every 20 minutes of close-up activity), can 
help alleviate eye strain.

Of course, school vision screenings are often the first line of defense, serving as crucial early 
detectors for potential vision problems like myopia. These evaluations, when a student fails, prompt 
parents or guardians to seek a comprehensive eye examination. However, a significant challenge 
arises after screening: more than half of all students who fail a school vision screening do not proceed 
to get an eye exam. Barriers such as lack of awareness, limited access to care, financial constraints, 
and language differences can all stand in the way. Learn more about how to build a robust vision 
screening follow-up protocol HERE.

Myopia is more than "just" a vision issue—it’s a student health concern that deserves diligent focus 
and care. By coordinating school vision screenings (check your state’s requirements HERE!), 
promoting smart eye health habits, and closing gaps in follow-up care, school nurses ensure that kids 
don’t just see the board—they see bright futures ahead.

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmacgill.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da00c2a0e8a5fd4d90286b4485%26id%3D496799e4d8%26e%3D97aa89d9d3&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C17e8e6d8e4fb4aed4b4708ddefaa31a8%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638930236780576997%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U7%2BF2HNLvghy3%2F%2BPKekfUUooEPDFkRPTlVev%2Bh9paxI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmacgill.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da00c2a0e8a5fd4d90286b4485%26id%3Debe105c0cb%26e%3D97aa89d9d3&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C17e8e6d8e4fb4aed4b4708ddefaa31a8%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638930236780596549%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9%2Fmrx5p00srF4KlTGrvV70Lu9xJHDK8FCnKjchsQaPU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmacgill.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da00c2a0e8a5fd4d90286b4485%26id%3Debe105c0cb%26e%3D97aa89d9d3&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C17e8e6d8e4fb4aed4b4708ddefaa31a8%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638930236780596549%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9%2Fmrx5p00srF4KlTGrvV70Lu9xJHDK8FCnKjchsQaPU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmacgill.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da00c2a0e8a5fd4d90286b4485%26id%3Dd18c4f020b%26e%3D97aa89d9d3&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C17e8e6d8e4fb4aed4b4708ddefaa31a8%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638930236780614055%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=b4tggvF0n7fjgyC0jx%2Fg8i4XpxW7QIQuN4EYcBz88cQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmacgill.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da00c2a0e8a5fd4d90286b4485%26id%3Df0cb09a25a%26e%3D97aa89d9d3&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C17e8e6d8e4fb4aed4b4708ddefaa31a8%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638930236780630537%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iM7nkhILOBqyOKDecA7YToTGaW5s%2B006XbVe%2Bjw4y%2Bg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmacgill.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da00c2a0e8a5fd4d90286b4485%26id%3D7765cfd39d%26e%3D97aa89d9d3&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C17e8e6d8e4fb4aed4b4708ddefaa31a8%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638930236780646477%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x6s5ABPjbUdj2hcUIthyECux4Sr1%2FKqgB1wR%2Fmt%2BNS8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmacgill.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da00c2a0e8a5fd4d90286b4485%26id%3D978f9b6ea7%26e%3D97aa89d9d3&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C17e8e6d8e4fb4aed4b4708ddefaa31a8%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638930236780662146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eA%2FqhtGY0znkfUULCGyAl1h2HKsHSeWnPTXJupY3gwY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmacgill.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da00c2a0e8a5fd4d90286b4485%26id%3D9f17235c0b%26e%3D97aa89d9d3&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C17e8e6d8e4fb4aed4b4708ddefaa31a8%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638930236780677717%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nbagCYhP5JtqxyVvvyPnmxAPjFNj5udxA%2BAnEyqJ8Ho%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmacgill.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da00c2a0e8a5fd4d90286b4485%26id%3D9f17235c0b%26e%3D97aa89d9d3&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C17e8e6d8e4fb4aed4b4708ddefaa31a8%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638930236780677717%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nbagCYhP5JtqxyVvvyPnmxAPjFNj5udxA%2BAnEyqJ8Ho%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmacgill.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da00c2a0e8a5fd4d90286b4485%26id%3D9f17235c0b%26e%3D97aa89d9d3&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C17e8e6d8e4fb4aed4b4708ddefaa31a8%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638930236780677717%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nbagCYhP5JtqxyVvvyPnmxAPjFNj5udxA%2BAnEyqJ8Ho%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmacgill.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da00c2a0e8a5fd4d90286b4485%26id%3D9f17235c0b%26e%3D97aa89d9d3&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C17e8e6d8e4fb4aed4b4708ddefaa31a8%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638930236780677717%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nbagCYhP5JtqxyVvvyPnmxAPjFNj5udxA%2BAnEyqJ8Ho%3D&reserved=0
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Registration link: 
https://uwmadison.zoom.us/meeting/register/_iQamHGvTxqERvRst0YdKQ#/registration

https://uwmadison.zoom.us/meeting/register/_iQamHGvTxqERvRst0YdKQ#/registration
https://uwmadison.zoom.us/meeting/register/_iQamHGvTxqERvRst0YdKQ#/registration
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Gov. Evers Signs Executive Order to Ensure Access to Vaccines in Wisconsin 

September 15,2025 MADISON — Gov. Tony Evers today signed Executive Order #275, directing the 
Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) to use every lever and take every action available to 
ensure Wisconsinites can access safe, effective vaccines to help keep themselves and their families 
safe. 

The governor’s announcement today comes as the Trump Administration continues its reckless and 
dangerous efforts to undermine science and the decisions of medical professionals and public health 
experts, cause panic and confusion across the country, and arbitrarily limit access to safe vaccines, 
including the COVID-19 vaccine, which was originally authorized and approved “without cutting 
corners in safety or effectiveness” under the previous Trump Administration. The governor’s executive 
order directs DHS to continually monitor and review immunization recommendations, issue guidance 
on the COVID-19 vaccine, determine whether any additional measures that may be necessary to 
provide clarity and guidance on other routine vaccines, and, as appropriate, directs the Chief Medical 
Officers to issue a standing order to allow and enable Wisconsinites to take steps to keep themselves 
and their families safe by getting a vaccine at local pharmacies.

“Vaccines save lives, folks. Spreading fear, distrust, and disinformation about safe and effective 
vaccines isn’t just reckless, it’s dangerous,” said Gov. Evers. “RFK and the Trump Administration are 
inserting partisan politics into healthcare and the science-based decisions of medical professionals and 
are putting the health and lives of kids, families, and folks across our state at risk in the process. Here in 
Wisconsin, we will continue to follow the science to ensure Wisconsinites have access to the 
healthcare they need when and where they need it to make their own healthcare decisions that are 
right for them.”

In recent months, the federal government has worked to eliminate scientific and medical expertise 
while restricting authorization and access to certain critical vaccines that help prevent serious illness, 
hospitalization, and death. Secretary of the United States Department of Health and Human Services 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has led a dangerous and reckless misinformation campaign questioning the 
effectiveness and utility of vaccines, including COVID-19 vaccines, which are safe, effective, and have 
been received by hundreds of millions of people under some of the most intense safety monitoring in 
U.S. history. The move is a stark departure from President Donald J. Trump’s administration during his 
first term in office, which was responsible for authorizing and approving vaccines designed to prevent 
serious illness, hospitalization, and death for COVID-19—the same vaccines the new Trump 
Administration now aims to curtail.

Despite these actions by the federal government, Gov. Evers today reaffirmed that Wisconsin will 
continue to follow scientific, peer-reviewed studies and utilize the guidance of national physician 
organizations.

Additionally, the order directs DHS to work with the Office of the Commissioner of Insurance (OCI), 
Wisconsin Pharmacy Examining Board, and any other relevant state agencies and offices to continue 
to identify, review, and remove barriers to vaccine access to the fullest extent permitted by law and 
available funding to ensure vaccines remain broadly and readily accessible to Wisconsinites. The order 
also directs OCI to work with health plans to develop guidance to insurers regarding safeguarding 
their access to and limiting the costs of vaccines in various healthcare settings, including pharmacies.

A copy of Gov. Evers’ Executive Order #275 is available here

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fcontent.govdelivery.com%252Fattachments%252FWIGOV%252F2025%252F09%252F15%252Ffile_attachments%252F3388863%252FEO275-Vaccines.pdf%2F1%2F010001994f18f36c-91f65d15-972c-4419-a8a4-a1ccf3287b3b-000000%2FzS_bM96YswMAb6fon7uapAaXT6G6IFvLSMno13qWDEM%3D422&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.wilson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C4141e0f497d04206b69208ddf497b721%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638935654937756291%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rVtQpxylAmtDp9oF3gWlzY8ZVxzMGQmhXN4BzEG0SeI%3D&reserved=0


Practice Points
By Louise Wilson, MS, BSN, RN, LSN, NCSN, FNASN

Route Specific 

As the school year starts, I have received multiple questions regarding 
medication administration training. Therefore, I decided it would be a 
good topic to address in Practice Points.

Some school nurses might be surprised to learn that prior to 2011 no 
training was required for school staff, bus drivers, or volunteers to 
administer medication to students! The Department of Public 
Instruction (DPI)  in concert with the Wisconsin Association of School 
Nurses (WASN) spent several years advocating for training to be 
required. 

The recently published School Nursing Handbook Chapter 2: School 
Nursing and Health Services Laws provides an overview of Wis. Stat. 
sec. 118.29 which governs the administration of medications in schools. 
This statute allows a school bus operator; any public school employee or 
volunteer; any county children with disabilities education board 
employee or volunteer or cooperative educational service agency 
employee; any private school employee or volunteer; and any tribal 
school employee or volunteer to administer medications to students. 
The individual must be authorized in writing by the district 
administrator or principal. Training in medication administration is 
required for certain routes. This training is route specific and not 
medication,  indication, or health condition specific. 

This statute is notwithstanding several healthcare professional practice 
acts, including the Nurse Practice Act, and thus is not in violation of the 
Wisconsin Nurse Practice Act (Wis. Stat. sec. 118.29[2][a]). Thus, in 
Wisconsin administration of medication to students does not require 
nursing delegation if the stipulations of Wis. Stat. Sec. 118.29 are 
followed.

The law states that individuals may not be required to administer 
medications to students by any means other than ingestion (oral); 
however, if individuals are willing, they may be trained to give 
medications by other routes of administration. School personnel must 
receive medication training for medication administered via injection, 
inhaled, rectal, gastrostomy, jejunostomy, and nasogastric routes. The 
training for public school employees and volunteers and for bus drivers 
who transport public school students must be approved by the DPI. 
Individuals who administer medications to private school students or 
only transport private school students do require training, but the 
training does not need to be approved by the DPI.

Thus, in Wisconsin 

administration of 

medication to 

students does not 

require nursing 

delegation if the 

stipulations of Wis. 

Stat. Sec. 118.29 are 

followed.
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https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Ch_2_School_Nursing_and_Health_Services_Laws.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Ch_2_School_Nursing_and_Health_Services_Laws.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Ch_2_School_Nursing_and_Health_Services_Laws.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.29(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.29
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Many of the questions I have received have been surrounding the videos DPI created to demonstrate 
the various routes of medication administration. These videos were created several years ago with a 
funding source no longer available. (So, there are no plans to remake them.) To make the training more 
realistic and provide context for why a medication might be injected, inhaled, or administered rectally, 
the training for the route was demonstrated using a potential student scenario based on a health 
condition (diabetes, asthma, seizures.) The intent of those videos remains the same today, not to 
demonstrate the care of a student with diabetes, etc. but how to administer a medication via that route. 
Again, the state school  medication statute is route specific, not medication specific. 

When watching a video, the person is not being trained for example, in diabetes management, but 
instead, how to use an autoinjector (insulin pen) or needle and syringe to administer a medication to a 
student via injection. The medication, insulin, is not the focus.  How to prepare and inject medications is 
the focus.

The same is true for training in how to administer a medication via the rectal route. If staff need to be 
trained because they will be administering a medication via the rectal route, they can watch the posted 
rectal administration video. Or, if you have different training materials you want to use on rectal 
administration, send them to me to get official DPI approval. The medication or condition treated is not 
the  point, the route is what matters. The rectal video is not intended to be a training on how to respond 
to seizures. 

If a person is administering a medication to a student, they not only need to know how to safely 
administer it and use good technique, but also when to administer (what time, what life-threatening 
signs might indicate a need for the medication). That might seem obvious to nurses. I can tell you from 
firsthand experience, that  in 2011  legislators felt training was not necessary. That is why the oral, ear, 
eye, and topical routes were not included. The statute also  does not address routes such as intranasal 
(naloxone, epinephrine, glucagon) and buccal.  

In order to keep up with new and emerging medication administration technology and devices, I have 
been approving the use of manufacturer’s training materials. It is not required that individuals being 
trained watch a video. Reading written instructions or having a school nurse demonstrate the procedure 
is also acceptable. If you want to use training materials other than what is posted on the DPI webpages, 
you may submit them for approval.

School staff do need to be instructed in the basics of medication administration (five rights, 
handwashing, pertinent statutes, roles and responsibilities, medication administration terminology, 
documentation, and medication errors). All those topics are covered in DPI basic medication module.  
This knowledge portion is required to be repeated every four years. To be deemed competent, the 
trained individual needs to demonstrate correct technique every year (skills check). Confirmation of 
understanding of the knowledge portion is not required, but many districts do use a post-training quiz, 
much like they require of students! DPI provides these sample quizzes and skill check off sheets, but 
districts are not required to use them.



Pharmaceutical companies update their materials including patient 
and provider instruction sheets and videos. If you come across 
outdated videos or training materials on the DPI website, please 
contact me so I can update them. As I said there is no funding and 
thus no plans to remake any of the DPI produced videos. I am 
supplementing them with new material produced by the 
pharmaceutical companies or credible organizations or institutions.
 
Another point to clarify is that Wis. Stat. Sec. 118.29 allows the 
administration of medications to students. It does cover feedings or 
other medical and nursing procedures, such as a G-tube feeding, or 
confirming nasal tube placement. Those medical procedures either 
must be performed by a registered nurse, performed by a qualified 
licensed practical nurse (LPN) under supervision of an RN, or be 
properly delegated to a licensed practical nurse or UAP. Non-
medication procedures remain under the Nurse Practice Act.

Hopefully, Chapter 3 of the School Nurse Handbook Medication 
Administration will soon  complete the DPI  review process and be 
published. Included in that chapter are best practice guidelines from 
the National Association of School Nurses (NASN). 

National Association of School Nurses. 2021. “Medication 
Administration Clinical Practice Guidelines in the School.” 
https://learn.nasn.org/courses/33787.

This publication is available from:
Learning and Support
Student Services Prevention and Wellness Team
(608) 266-8857
https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/pupil-services/school-nurse

September 2025Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

The Department of Public Instruction does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, 
color, religion, creed, age, national origin, ancestry, pregnancy, marital status or parental 
status, sexual orientation, or ability and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts of 
America and other designated youth groups. 
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RESPONDING TO STUDENT DISCLOSURE OF 
EMOTIONAL PAIN, TRAUMA OR MENTAL ILLNESS: 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADMINISTRATORS 

Prior to distribution of this resource, we recommend that you have 
the following conversation with support staff to evaluate the 
effectiveness of your school’s referral pathways….. 

1. What are the referral pathways at this school? Where are they displayed? How 
are staff (administration, teachers and all other staff) educated about what to 
do? 

2. What are the strengths and challenges of this process and how could it be 
improved (i.e. what needs to be kept, adjusted or let go)? How are all staff 
encouraged to provide feedback about its effectiveness? 

3. How consistently is the process implemented across the school? How do you 
know? 

4. How are families and students made aware of this process? How are they 
encouraged to provide feedback?  

5. Do the referral pathways work in the best interests of students? How do you 
know? 

To Distribute: Copy back to back, matching the elementary “Responding” page to the elementary 
“whole class strategies” page.  Do the same for the Middle/High School “Responding” and “Whole 
Class” pages. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Disclosure happens in a context of relationships of trust. 
In a recent study entitled, ‘Should youth disclose their 
mental illness?’1, middle and high school-aged youth in 
Wisconsin were asked how they determine if a teacher 
is accessible and someone with whom they can safely 
talk. Responses highlighted the importance of someone 

who is trustworthy, welcoming and supportive and 
teachers who know their students. Other enablers 

to youth disclosure included a teacher who would 
keep the information private, someone connected 
to their family and who had strong student bonds.  

Teachers who disclose their own experiences were also 
seen as more genuine to students as this suggested that 
teachers were once young with similar problems. 
Teachers’ modelling of vulnerability was also connected 

to the broader message that sharing was okay and 
students were not alone. However, some cautions 
about teacher disclosure included not trying to become 
peers to students, not explicitly detailing their own 
problems and not diverting attention away from the 
student. 

 
1 Buchholz, B., Aylward, S., McKenzie, S., & Corrigan, P. (2014). Should youth disclose their 
mental illness? Perspectives from students, parents and teachers: Manuscript submitted to 
the Community Mental Health Journal. 

 
This document was made possible by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction in collaboration with Rogers InHealth of Rogers Behavioral Health System 

                          Student Services / Prevention and Wellness Team                                                                        Wisconsin School Mental Health Initiative 



   

 

Self-Care disclaimer for staff: It is important that staff have sufficient self-awareness, prior to and during disclosures, to discern their own capacity for such conversations. 

 

30 second response 3 minute response 10 minute response 
 

“Looks like you’re having  
a rough day.  

What can I do right now 
 to help you?” 

 
 

“It can be really tough trying to 
handle everything on your own. If 
you ever want to talk about it, 
please know that I’m here to help or 
just listen. You can usually find me in 
room… during….(insert location and 
available times). Let me know…” 

 
 

If you sense urgency…. 
 

“On a scale of 1-10, how bad is it?” 
 
“For how long have you been feeling 
like this?” 
 
“What can we do to bring that 
number down right now? What do 
you need?” 
 
 
 
 

 
““I really appreciate that you have 
chosen to speak with me today – thank 
you. I get a sense that life is pretty tough 
for you at the moment.” 

 
 

“How is this making school life difficult 
for you right now? How would you like 
me to help?” 
 

 
“You know, still being here and coming 
to school shows just how strong and 
resilient you are. What are some of 
your other strengths that you have 
used to get you this far?” 

 
 

 
“Despite what’s happening, you have 
shown incredible determination and 
persistence and sought help. That is a 
really big deal. Thank you so much for 
that and I really hope we have another 
opportunity to work on this together.” 
 
 
 

 

“I really appreciate that you have chosen to speak with me today – thank you. 
That shows incredible courage and strength. I want to be honest with you about 
what happens with the information that you share with me. I want to honour 
the faith you have placed in me and for you to have trust and safety in the help-
seeking process at this school. So, I need you to know what choices we do and 
don’t have about what you share.”  Explain reporting process… 
 
“You are the only person who truly gets just how much this is affecting you right 
now. Tell me about that so we can use your wisdom to guide us about what we 
might do/next.…”   
 
“How have you coped with these sorts of feelings before? How were those 
strategies helpful or unhelpful for you? How would you prefer to handle these 
feelings right now?  
 
“Have you ever told anyone else about these feelings or asked for their help? 
What was that (experience) like for you? Did it help you or the situation?” 
 
“How would you like me to help right now?” 
 
“If we need to share this information with someone else, what would you want 
to say/be said to them? How would you feel about having that conversation? 
Would it be helpful for us to discuss what that conversation might be like?” 
 
“Together, let’s decide what to do next…” Student shares their thoughts about 
next steps before sharing your own, combine suggestions and plan next 
steps/timeframes etc.  
 
“Thank you for sharing your courage and putting your trust in me. I really 
appreciate, and will honour, that. I need you to know that I’m confident that we 
can work this out together. Let’s check-in next on…Is that okay with you?” 

 

 Try to use “we” and “us” language as much as possible to minimize the student’s feelings of isolation and alienation and maximize feelings of hope based on a team approach.  
 Think about where might be the best place/s in the school for follow up discussions to occur. Ideally, the student would nominate their preference i.e. a space that would minimize 

visibility in front of peers or would they prefer a playground conversation under the guise of something ‘lighter’/less stigmatizing i.e. homework follow-up?  

 Work to preserve the trust, safety and faith they have placed in you and the help-seeking process at your school while at the same time looking for appropriate ways to connect with 
the parents/family.  

 

RESPONDING WHEN STUDENTS DISCLOSE EMOTIONAL PAIN, TRAUMA OR MENTAL ILLNESS: MIDDLE AND HIGH-SCHOOL 

STUDENTS 

YOUR GOALS 

ARE TO: 

 

Acknowledge 

feelings and 

help-seeking 

 

Point to 

Internal 

Strengths & 

External 

Resources 

 

 

Commit to 

next steps 

 

Consider 

referral to 

Pupil Service 

Staff 

 



FOLLOW CONNECTION PATHWAYS TO YOUR SCHOOL SUPPORT STAFF then → ADMINISTRATOR 

WHOLE CLASS STRATEGIES (Middle or High School) 

Encourage mental health promotion and peer support through social and emotional learning skills:  

 teach social and emotional skills that help, encourage and affirm proactive relationship building and help-seeking (see CASEL’s 5 core competences: self-awareness, 

self-management, social awareness,  relationship skills and responsible decision-making).  
 

 provide multiple opportunities for students to express these across different contexts and in different ways i.e. through the arts, in non-verbal and culturally diverse 

ways. 
 

 normalize and encourage help-seeking for every student by asking them to nominate internal and external resources that might assist them in times of difficulty or 

challenge (see below).  
 

 promote help-seeking amongst staff by displaying Employee Assistance Program details in staff/common room.   
 

 

 

COLLABORATIVE FOR SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING (CASEL)’S Core Competencies http://www.casel.org/social-and-emotional-learning/core-competencies 

SEL Videos - http://www.casel.org/videos/                                     

1) From Edutopia: Five Keys to Social and Emotional Learning 

2) Recent Research on the Science Behind Social-Emotional Learning 

3) In Chicago: A Student and Educators Talk About the Importance and Impact of SEL 

KIDSMATTER PRIMARY AUSTRALIA: Free mental health information sheets for staff, parents and carers that focus on:  

 A positive school community -  https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/sites/default/files/public/C1%20MH%20Information%20Sheets_Collated.pdf 
 

 Social and emotional learning - https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/sites/default/files/public/C2%20MH%20Information%20Sheets%20_Collated.pdf  
 

 Working with parents and carers -  https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/sites/default/files/public/C3%20MH%20Information%20Sheets_Collated.pdf 

 Mental health difficulties for children -  https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/sites/default/files/public/C4%20MH%20Information%20Sheets_Collated.pdf   

Example: Seeking help is cool at Menomonee Falls School (using school colors) 

Children write their preferred external resources/sources of support inside the 

green bubble and their internal resources/strengths on each finger. 

 

 

 

 

Child 

 

 

 

http://www.casel.org/social-and-emotional-learning/core-competencies
http://www.casel.org/videos/
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/sites/default/files/public/C1%20MH%20Information%20Sheets_Collated.pdf


 

 

Self-Care disclaimer for staff: It is important that staff have sufficient self-awareness, prior to and during disclosures, to discern their own capacity for such conversations. 

30 second response 3 minute response 10 minute response 
 
“How are you doing? It looks like 
you might be frustrated…?” 
 
“How long have you been feeling 
like that?” 
 
“What could we both do right now 
that would help?” 
 
“Do you want to talk about it some 
more?” 
 
“If you ever want to talk to me 
about how you are feeling, you can 
find me in 
room……..during……..(insert 
location and available times). I’m 
here to help.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Thank you for seeking me out today. 
You are really strong to ask for help. 
Let’s see if we can start to work this 
out together so you don’t feel like you 
have to deal with this on your own. Is 
that okay with you?” 
 
“What can I and your other teacher/s 
do to help you when you are feeling 
this way in class…. and at play times? 
How could you ask us to help?” 
 
“What could the kids in your class do 
to help you when you are feeling this 
way in class …and at play times? How 
could you ask them to help?” 
 
“Thank you for sharing how you are 
feeling with me. That took a lot of 
guts. I’d like to talk about this again 
soon if you think that would help. Can 
we talk again soon?” 
 
 

 
 

“Sharing your feelings can be a really brave thing to do. Thank you so much for 
sharing them with me. You are not alone…I’m here to help and there are other 
people at school who can help us out too. We can work together so you can keep 
feeling safe to share and we can all help you take care of your feelings at school 
okay?” 
 
“First, I wondered if you have told anyone else about these feelings before? What 
did they do? Did that help you...how?” 
 
“When you’re with other kids at school, what have you done to take care of these 
feelings? How did that help you…. or them?”*** 
 
“When you’re with other teachers at school, what have you done to take care of 
these feelings? How did that help you….or them?*** 
 
[***affirm any positive coping strategies/strengths mentioned] 
 
“Now let’s talk about what we can do next time you feel like this again at school. 
What could you do in the classroom and at play times to help with these feelings? 
How can I, other teachers and kids at this school help you out when you have 
these feelings?” 
 
“Together, let’s work out who we might need to tell, and why, and how they might 
be able to help us out some more. What would you like them to know? Would you 
like to tell them about how you are feeling and what we’ve talked about?”  Suggest 
other sources of support within the school and next steps… 
 
“Thank you very much for being so honest and sharing your feelings with me. That 
shows just how brave and strong you are. I know we can work this out. I will see 
you again on …….at……(insert date and location). Is that okay with you?.” 
 

 

 Try to use “we” and “us” language as much as possible to minimize the student’s feelings of isolation and alienation and maximize feelings of hope based on a team approach.  
 Think about where might be the best place/s in the school for follow up discussions to occur. Ideally, the student would nominate their preference i.e. a space that would minimize 

visibility in front of peers or would they prefer a playground conversation under the guise of something ‘lighter’/less stigmatizing i.e. homework follow-up?  

 Work to preserve the trust, safety and faith they have placed in you and the help-seeking process at your school while at the same time looking for appropriate ways to connect with 
the parents/family. 

 

YOUR GOALS 

ARE TO: 

 

Acknowledge 

feelings and 

help-seeking 

 

Point to 

Internal 

Strengths & 

External 
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Commit to 

next steps 

 

Consider 

referral to 

Pupil Service 
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RESPONDING WHEN STUDENTS DISCLOSE EMOTIONAL PAIN, TRAUMA OR MENTAL ILLNESS: ELEMENTARY STUDENTS 



FOLLOW CONNECTION PATHWAYS TO YOUR SCHOOL SUPPORT STAFF then → ADMINISTRATOR 

WHOLE CLASS STRATEGIES (Elementary School) 

Encourage mental health promotion and peer support through social and emotional learning skills:  

 teach social and emotional skills that help, encourage and affirm proactive relationship building and help-seeking (see CASEL’s 5 core competences: self-awareness, 

self-management, social awareness,  relationship skills and responsible decision-making).  
 

 provide multiple opportunities for students to express these across different contexts and in different ways i.e. through the arts, in non-verbal and culturally diverse 

ways. 
 

 normalize and encourage help-seeking for every student by asking them to nominate internal and external resources that might assist them in times of difficulty or 

challenge (see below).  
 

 promote help-seeking amongst staff by displaying Employee Assistance Program details in staff/common room.   
 

 

 

COLLABORATIVE FOR SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING (CASEL)’S Core Competencies http://www.casel.org/social-and-emotional-learning/core-competencies 

SEL Videos - http://www.casel.org/videos/                                     

1) From Edutopia: Five Keys to Social and Emotional Learning 

2) Recent Research on the Science Behind Social-Emotional Learning 

3) In Chicago: A Student and Educators Talk About the Importance and Impact of SEL 

KIDSMATTER PRIMARY AUSTRALIA: Free mental health information sheets for staff, parents and carers that focus on:  

 A positive school community -  https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/sites/default/files/public/C1%20MH%20Information%20Sheets_Collated.pdf 
 

 Social and emotional learning - https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/sites/default/files/public/C2%20MH%20Information%20Sheets%20_Collated.pdf  
 

 Working with parents and carers -  https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/sites/default/files/public/C3%20MH%20Information%20Sheets_Collated.pdf 

 Mental health difficulties for children -  https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/sites/default/files/public/C4%20MH%20Information%20Sheets_Collated.pdf   

Example: Seeking help is cool at Menomonee Falls School (using school colors) 

Children write their preferred external resources/sources of support inside the 

green bubble and their internal resources/strengths on each finger. 

 

 

 

 

Child 

 

 

 

http://www.casel.org/social-and-emotional-learning/core-competencies
http://www.casel.org/videos/
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/sites/default/files/public/C1%20MH%20Information%20Sheets_Collated.pdf


Under the Microscope:

Beliefs About Children's Mental Health

A Closer Look
In recent years, information about children's mental health has become more 
accessible as mental health is talked about more openly. However, despite the 
availability of information, people's understanding of children's mental health is 
still quite limited. 

This affects how educators and caregivers think about children's behavior in 
schools and the types of strategies they select to support their mental health. 

MISCONCEPTION
Children are just small adults; their brains work the same way as adults' brains. 

REALITY
Like the construction of a home, a child's brain is built in a process that begins 
before birth and continues into adulthood. Brains develop from the bottom up 
and in a predictable sequence, just as a house is built by starting with a strong 
foundation, framing rooms, and installing plumbing and electrical. 

For a child, the earliest years are a critical phase of construction. Brain architecture is 
built most rapidly in the first few years of a child's life, so early positive 
experiences can help lay a strong foundation for physical health and overall well-
being across a child’s life.

MISCONCEPTION
Children don't have mental health or experience "real" mental health challenges. 

REALITY
Everyone has mental health. A child's mental health is influenced by their brain 
architecture, with early positive experiences laying the foundation for a child to have 
healthy social skills and the ability to cope with everyday problems, make 
and maintain friendships, learn, play, and follow directions. 

However, just like when building a house, the process of building brain 
architecture can run into difficulties along the way. 

A type of stress known as toxic stress in early childhood, caused by experiences such as 
extreme poverty, abuse, and chronic or severe maternal depression, can disrupt the 
developing brain. These experiences can lead to mental health challenges, particularly 
when children lack supports to protect against the harm.



MISCONCEPTION
A child's mental health is determined by their genetics and biology; either a brain is wired 
to have positive mental health, or it's not. 

There's nothing schools can do to change this.

REALITY
Child development is like a scale that can tip towards either positive or 
negative outcomes, depending on which weights are added or taken off the 
scale. The weights are made up of a combination of a child's genes, 
environments, and experiences.

When a child develops with a heavy load of positive environmental factors and 
experiences, like having a relationship with at least one trusted adult, or having 
opportunities to develop mastery in something, it makes it more difficult to change the 
direction of the scale. 

Schools and communities have an opportunity to implement policies and practices that 
stack positive factors and build children’s resiliency against negative experiences.

MISCONCEPTION
A child's mental health only impacts their emotions, so schools shouldn't worry about 
student mental health.

REALITY
A child's mental health is like the levelness of a table. The table can be level because of 
how the table is built, the foundation it's on, or both. The levelness of a table determines 
how well it functions; if a person tried to eat their breakfast at a table that's sloped, it 
would be very challenging. 

Just like a table, a child's mental health impacts their ability to do many things, 
like have positive relationships with peers and caregivers, reach their full 
potential in school, manage their emotions, and contribute to the community. 

When a child's brain architecture develops in environments with toxic stress, it creates a 
sloped foundation for the table. Tables can't level themselves, but schools can help level 
the floor, or the table, with healthy and safe classroom and school environments, fostering 
positive relationships, and providing students with opportunities to build resilience.

*Adapted from the FrameWorks Institutes Children's Mental Health Toolkit

https://www.frameworksinstitute.org/app/uploads/2020/06/CMH_Toolkit_talkingpoints.pdf


FY26 CASC Mini-grant application form July 1, 2025 

Clean Air School Challenge 
Mini-Grant Guidelines 

The American Lung Association was awarded a 5-year grant from the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency under assistance agreement # 84098901 (CFDA 66.034). Through its Clean Air 
School Challenge program, the Lung Association will provide mini-grants to support schools in 
developing or implementing comprehensive Energy Efficient Indoor Air Quality Management 
Plans. Mini-grants will be awarded to approximately 800 schools nationwide between July 2025 
and December 2028. 

Mini-grants: 
There are three levels of mini-grants available. Schools may apply for any or all levels; however, 
schools must successfully complete the requirements laid out in the previous level(s) before they 
apply for the next one. A separate application is required for each mini-grant level.  

1. Assess mini-grant: Schools may apply for up to $2,500 to conduct assessments of their
school for indoor air quality and energy management.  Up to ten (10) schools within a
district can receive Assess funding for a total of $25,000 per district.

2. Plan mini-grant: Schools may apply for up to $3,000 for Energy Efficient Indoor Air Quality
Management Plan development. Up to ten (10) schools within a district can receive Plan
funding for a total of $30,000 per district. Schools must complete and submit a completed
indoor air quality (IAQ) assessment to be eligible for a Plan mini-grant.

3. Act mini-grant: Schools may apply for up to $4,000 for Plan implementation.  Up to ten (10)
schools within a district can receive Act funding for a total of $40,000 per district. Schools
must complete and submit an indoor air quality (IAQ) assessment and Energy Efficient
Indoor Air Quality Management Plan to be eligible for an Act mini-grant.

What the mini-grant will support: 
Assess mini-grants supports schools to conduct indoor air quality & energy management 
assessments. Schools may either use their state’s required school assessment form or the 
Lung Association’s Energy Efficient Indoor Air Quality School Assessment form.  Examples of 
assessment costs might include: 

• Building walkthrough assessment
• Determining clean air exchange rates
• Conducting a staff assessment of indoor air quality issues
• Testing for radon, asbestos, or mold

Plan mini-grants supports schools in writing and developing an Energy Efficient Indoor Air 
Quality Management Plan. This level of funding can also support schools to expand and 
enhance an existing Plan.   

Schools may either use their state’s required model indoor air quality management plan or 
the Lung Association’s model Energy Efficient Indoor Air Quality Management Plan.  All Plans 
will be reviewed by the Lung Association to ensure they are comprehensive. Schools must 



FY26 CASC Mini-grant application form July 1, 2025 

share their Assessment findings during the Plan mini-grant application process. Examples of 
Plan mini-grant costs may include:  

• Staff time to write or updated an Energy Efficient Indoor Air Quality Management Plan
• Staff education around energy management or indoor air quality
• Staff training and certification around radon measurement

Act mini-grants support schools to implement components of an Energy Efficient Indoor Air 
Quality Management Plan. Schools must share their Energy Efficient Indoor Air Quality 
Management Plan during the application process. If an Energy Efficient Indoor Air Quality 
Management Plan does not meet minimum criteria for comprehensiveness, the school must 
adopt a comprehensive Energy Efficient Indoor Air Quality Management Plan and share it with 
the American Lung Association before the school can initiate implementation activities. 
Examples of Act mini-grant costs may include: 

• Change of cleaning products to those with low volatile organic compounds (VOCs)
• Change of light bulbs to low energy LED
• HEPA vacuum cleaners
• Integrated pest management
• Outdoor no idling signs
• Reflective window coverings
• Timers for electrical equipment or lighting

Note: Mini-grants cannot be used for single-time maintenance activities such as painting, 
repairing leaky faucets, or repairing a piece of playground equipment. Funds cannot be used for 
construction or lobbying. 

Timeline for mini-grant execution: 
Assess mini-grants: Schools have six (6) months from signing the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with the Lung Association to complete their assessment and share through the Clean Air 
School Challenge School Portal.  

Plan mini-grants: Schools have six (6) months from signing the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) to complete their Energy Efficient Indoor Air Quality Management Plan and share through 
the Clean Air School Challenge School Portal. 

Act mini-grants: Schools have twelve (12) months from signing the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) to complete implementation activities funded by this mini-grant and share 
a final report through the Clean Air School Challenge School Portal.  

Mini-grant distribution: 
For all mini-grant levels, $500 will be provided when the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
is signed and the W9 form is shared with the Lung Association. The remaining funds will be 
distributed after the respective mini-grant level’s final report and documentation is shared and 
approved. 
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Who may apply:  
Any school leadership staff (Principal, Vice-Principal, etc.) or their designee can apply for a mini-
grant. Schools should engage with district leadership in advance of submitting a mini-grant 
application. Schools receiving mini-grants must obtain signatures from both school leadership and 
district leadership on the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). 

Applicant requirements: 
• All schools applying for a mini-grant must be sign up and participate in the American Lung

Association’s Clean Air School Challenge (CASC)
• K-12 public or charter school and tribal schools are eligible
• Priority will be given to schools with Title 1 designation, in tribal and/or rural communities

Required documents: 
• During the application process, schools must share:

o Clean Air School Challenge mini-grant application form
o If applicable, the school’s existing indoor air quality assessment findings and/or

existing written Indoor Air Quality Management Plan.
• If awarded, a school must share:

o Signed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
o Current W-9

Reporting: 
Schools receiving mini-grants need to share the following reports and documents via the Clean Air 
School Challenge School Portal within the timeframe laid out in the “Timeline” section above:  

• Assess mini-grants – Building walkthrough and/or other indoor air quality and energy
management assessment findings.

• Plan mini-grants – A comprehensive written Energy Efficient Indoor Air Quality
Management Plan that is modeled after their state’s required model indoor air quality
management plan or the Lung Association’s Energy Efficient Indoor Air Quality
Management Plan.

• Act mini-grants – A comprehensive written Energy Efficient Indoor Air Quality
Management Plan that is modeled after their state’s required model indoor air quality
management plan or the Lung Association’s Energy Efficient Indoor Air Quality
Management Plan and a final report with photos detailing implementation activities.

Submission deadlines: 
Mini-grant applications are accepted on a rolling basis, until all mini-grants are awarded. 
Applications will be reviewed every other month of each year starting July 1, 2025 (i.e., July 1, 
September 1, November 1, January 1, March 1, May 1 of each year).  Decisions will be made, and 
schools will be contacted by email by the 15th of the month of the review. 

Questions? If you have additional questions, please contact CASC@Lung.org 

mailto:CASC@Lung.org
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Clean Air School Challenge 
Mini-Grant Application 

Applying schools should complete and submit the information below.  Submit 
completed mini-grant applications to CASCdocuments@Lung.org.   

1. Application Contact
Mini-grant Primary Contact: 

Name:     
Title:    
Phone:    
Email address: 

School Leadership Contact (Principal, Vice Principal, etc.) if different than Primary 
Contact above: 

Contact name: 
Title:    
Phone:    
Email address: 

District Leadership Contact (Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent, etc.): 
Contact name: 
Title:    
Phone:    
Email address: 

Facilities Contact: 
Contact name: 
Title:    
Phone:    
Email address: 

2. School Profile
Name of school:
NCES # (if applicable):
Address:
City:

mailto:CASCdocuments@Lung.org
https://nces.ed.gov/globallocator/
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State:     
Zip code:     
Name of district: 

Tribal school? ☐ Yes ☐ No
Title 1 designation? ☐ Yes ☐ No

Public, charter, or private school?  Select an option 
School Locale, as assigned by NCES: Select an option  
Number of students in the school:     
Number of staff in the school:     
Percent of students eligible for free/reduced lunch:     
Has this school conducted an Indoor Air Quality Assessment and/or Energy Audit 
within the past five years?  
☐ Yes ☐ No

If yes, please attach findings.     
Does this school have an existing written Indoor Air Quality and/or Energy 
Management Plan?  
☐ Yes ☐ No

If yes, please attach Plan(s) 

3. Funding Request
Which level of mini-grant funding are you applying for? (Select one or more) 
☐ Assess ($2,500): Conduct indoor air quality and energy management assessment
☐ Plan ($3,000): Develop a comprehensive, written Energy Efficient Indoor Air 
Quality Management Plan
☐ Act ($4,000): Implement Energy Efficient Indoor Air Quality Management Plan 
activities

4. Brief itemization of how mini-grants funds will be used.

https://nces.ed.gov/globallocator/
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	REALITY
Like the construction of a home, a child's brain is built in a process that begins before birth and continues into adulthood. Brains develop from the bottom up and in a predictable sequence, just as a house is built by starting with a strong foundation, framing rooms, and installing plumbing and electrical. 
	MISCONCEPTION
A child's mental health is determined by their genetics and biology; either a brain is wired to have positive mental health, or it's not. 

There's nothing schools can do to change this.
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