MILWAUKEE PARENTAL CHOICE PROGRAM (MPCP)

MPCP Facts and Figures for 2001-2002

As of February 2002

In January 2002 there were 103 private schools participating in the MPCP, with a total enrollment of 10,789 students in the program.  Table 1 and Table 2 provide the total number of students in the MPCP by where (and if) they were enrolled at school in 2000-01.  The number of students listed in the table is reported by headcount and full-time equivalent (FTE).  For example, a four-year-old kindergarten student may be counted as 0.5 or 0.6 FTE.

TABLE 1

2001-2002 MPCP Students’ Prior Year Enrollments

3rd Friday in September 2001


3rd Friday in September 2001

2000-2001 Enrollment
Headcount
% of Headcount
FTE
% of FTE







Enrolled in MPS
1,993
18.3%
1,969.6
19.0%

Participated in MPCP
7,220
66.4%
7,173.7
69.0%

Enrolled in a Private School, not in MPCP
265
2.4%
254.2
2.4%

Not Enrolled in School Anywhere
1,258
11.6%
847.1
8.2%

Qualified under 1995 Grandfather Clause
146
1.3%
146
1.4%







Total Students
10,882
100%
10,390.6
100%

TABLE 2

2001-2002 MPCP Students’ Prior Year Enrollments

2nd Friday in January 2002


2nd Friday in January 2002

2000-2001 Enrollment
Headcount
% of Headcount
FTE
% of FTE







Enrolled in MPS
2,029
18.8%
2,001.6
19.5%

Participated in MPCP
7,087
65.7%
7,041.6
68.5%

Enrolled in a Private School, not in MPCP
269
2.5%
258.6
2.5%

Not Enrolled in School Anywhere
1,250
11.6%
831.3
8.0%

Qualified under 1995 Grandfather Clause
154
1.4%
154
1.5%







Total Students
10,789
100%
10,287.1
100%

In the 2001-02 school year, the MPCP state aid for a student enrolled full-time in the MPCP is $5,553 or the private school’s operating and debt service cost per student, whichever is less.  The MPCP state aid amount increases over the prior year’s amount by the statewide per pupil increase allowed under the revenue limits imposed upon public school districts.  Therefore, the 2001-02 MPCP state aid amount is the 2000-01 amount of $5,326 per student increased by $227 to equal $5,553 per FTE student.  The operating and debt service cost per student at the school is determined by an independent auditor in a report due to the DPI by September 1 after the school year.  The school’s costs per student determined in that audit will be compared to the MPCP state aid amount and, if less, the school will owe the difference back to the state.

Beginning in the 2001-02 school year, the amount needed to fund the MPCP is funded 45% from a reduction in state general aid to MPS and 55% from state general purpose revenue.  The program is estimated to cost $59.4 million in 2001-02 for an estimated 10,700 FTE students.  MPS can replace the reduction in state aid with an increase in its property tax levy; however, the amount levied is not included in the definition of partial school revenues.  Prior to the 2001-02 school year, the MPCP was funded from a 50% reduction in state general aid to MPS and a 50%  reduction in state general aid to the other 425 public school districts in the state.  In addition, under the old law, a school district was allowed to increase its property tax levy to offset any aid reduction and these amounts were included in the definition of partial school revenues.

Table 3 shows the MPCP enrollment by grade level for the 3rd Friday in September 2001 count date and the 2nd Friday in January count date.

TABLE 3

MPCP 2001-2002 Enrollment by Grade Level*



3rd Friday in September
2nd Friday in January

Grade Level 

Headcount
FTE
Headcount
FTE








4 Year-Old Kindergarten

1,038
569.1
1,060
579.1

5 Year-Old Kindergarten

1,359
1,336.5
1,322
1,301

1st Grade

1,154
1,154
1,140
1,140

2nd Grade

1,068
1,068
1,051
1,051

3rd Grade

1,026
1,026
1,009
1,009

4th Grade

996
996
990
990

5th Grade

792
792
793
793

6th Grade

896
896
894
894

7th Grade

757
757
746
746

8th Grade

623
623
634
634

9th Grade

449
449
452
452

10th Grade

400
400
388
388

11th Grade

216
216
206
206

12th Grade

108
108
104
104








Totals

10,882
10,390.6
10,789
10,287.1

*These are unaudited numbers.
