MILWAUKEE PARENTAL CHOICE PROGRAM (MPCP)

MPCP Facts and Figures for 2009-2010
As of July 2010
In January 2010, there were 111 private schools participating in the MPCP, with a total enrollment of 20,881 students or 20,155 full-time equivalent (FTE) in the program.*  In the 2009-10 school year, the MPCP state aid for a student enrolled full-time in the MPCP is $6,442 or the private school’s operating and debt service cost per student, whichever is less.  The operating and debt service cost per student at the school is determined by an independent auditor in a report due to the DPI by September 1 after the school year.  The school’s costs per student determined in that audit will be compared to the MPCP state aid amount and, if less, the school will owe the difference back to the state.

The program is estimated to cost $130,182,400 in 2009-10 for an estimated 20,200 FTE students.  The MPCP is funded 41.6% from a reduction in state general aid to MPS and 58.4% from state general purpose revenue.   2009 Act 28 (2009-2011 budget act) modified the previously required reduction to the general school aids for MPS equal to 45% of the estimated cost of the choice program to specify that the reduction be equal to the sum of: (a) 41.6% of the cost of the choice program in 2009-10 and 38.4% of the cost of the program in 2010-11 and each year thereafter; and (b) 3.4% of the cost of the program in 2009-10 and 6.6% of the cost of the program in the 2010−11 and each year thereafter.  Act 28 requires DPI to annually inform the MPS Board in writing of the result of the calculation under (b), and to annually pay the City of Milwaukee the amount under (b) from the general school aids appropriation using the same payment schedule as for equalization aids.  Require the City use the amount under (b) to defray the choice program levy it raises on behalf of MPS.  Act 28 specifies that the moneys under (b) would be considered state aid for revenue limit purposes.   MPS can replace the 41.6% reduction in state aid with an increase in its property tax levy.  

The table below shows the MPCP enrollment by grade level for the 3rd Friday in September 2009 count date and the 2nd Friday in January 2010 count date.
MPCP 2009-2010 Enrollment by Grade Level*
	
	
	3rd  Friday in September
	2nd Friday in January

	Grade Level 
	
	Headcount
	FTE
	Headcount
	FTE

	4 Year-Old Kindergarten
	
	1,696
	974.8
	1,698
	973.4

	5 Year-Old Kindergarten
	
	1,827
	1,825.1
	1,844
	1,842.6

	1st Grade
	
	1,809
	1,809
	1,799
	1,799

	2nd Grade
	
	1,798
	1,798
	1,806
	1,806

	3rd Grade
	
	1,716
	1,716
	1,710
	1,710

	4th Grade
	
	1,696
	1,696
	1,704
	1,704

	5th Grade
	
	1,623
	1,623
	1,648
	1,648

	6th Grade
	
	1,610
	1,610
	1,609
	1,609

	7th Grade
	
	1,575
	1,575
	1,578
	1,578

	8th Grade
	
	1,472
	1,472
	1,461
	1,461

	9th Grade
	
	1,264
	1,264
	1,262
	1,262

	10th Grade
	
	1,080
	1,080
	1,088
	1,088

	11th Grade
	
	877
	877
	898
	898

	12th Grade
	
	722
	722
	776
	776

	Totals
	
	20,765
	20,041.9
	20,881
	20,155


*January numbers are unaudited numbers.  All numbers are subject to change.  


