
Healthcare: Direct Patient Care Career Pathway
MadREP Region

2023-2026

EXPLORE: Click on the links to learn more about  job titles under each industry subsector that seem interesting to you! Save any jobs you are interested in your XELLO account to 

create an Academic and Career Plan (ACP). Careers listed reflect high skill, high demand jobs needed in Wisconsin.  Not all healthcare careers are represented on this pathway.

Educational Level
May also require work 

experience  

Allied & Health Professionals
(Non-Nursing and Non-Behavioral Health Careers)

Nursing Mental & Behavioral Health Diagnostic & Support Services
(Imaging/Laboratory)

High School 
Diploma or 

Equivalency

• Activities Assistant
• Dietary Aide
• Environmental Service⚪

• Home Health Aide✶
• Mental Health Navigator

•Patient Advocate⚪
•Patient Scheduling/Health Unit Clerk✶⚪

• Personal Care Aide✶⚪
• Therapy Aide
• Transporter

Range  $21,910-$58,510

Additional Training, 
Certificate Program 

or

Technical Diploma

• Community Health Worker✶ ● Nursing Assistant✶⚪(Beneficial for any patient care career)

• Direct Care Professional✶
Range $25,230-50,720

• Dental Lab Technician ⚪
• EKG Technician
• Medical Lab Assistant⚪
• Phlebotomist/Specimen 

Processor✶⚪

• Sterile Processing Technician⚪

Range $31,960-$90,130

• Dental Assistant⚪
• Emergency Medical Technician
• Medical Assistant✶⚪
• Ophthalmic Technician/Assistant⚪
• Patient Care Technician ✶⚪
• Pharmacy Technician✶⚪

Range $31,880-$59,930

• Licensed Practical Nurse⚪

Range $38,950-$54,040

• Mental Health Technician ✶⚪
• Peer Support Specialist

Range $27,230-$58,930

Registered 
Apprenticeship

• Medical Assistant ✶⚪
• Ophthalmic Technician/Assistant⚪
• Pharmacy Technician✶⚪

Range $36,330-$54,040

• Licensed Practical Nurse⚪
• Registered Nurse (ADN) ✶⚪

Range $38,950-$74,740

Learn about additional Healthcare Registered Apprenticeships… 
check here for updates and further exploration. 

Associate Degree

• Dental Hygienist ✶⚪
• Occupational Therapy Assistant⚪
• Paramedic✶⚪
• Physical Therapy Assistant⚪
• Respiratory Therapist✶⚪
• Surgical Technologist✶⚪

Range $34,650-$79,980

• Registered Nurse (ADN) ✶⚪

Range $59,010-$74,740

• Community & Social Service 
Specialist

• Substance Abuse Counselor✶⚪
• Psychiatric Technician ⚪

Range $31,550-$64,990

•Cardiovascular Technologist ⚪
•Diagnostic Medical Sonographer✶⚪
•Medical/Clinical Lab Technician✶
•MRI Technologist
•Nuclear Medicine Technologist⚪
•Radiologic Technologist✶

Range $34,650-$100,360

Bachelor Degree 
and beyond

▲-Requires Masters 
Degree, Ph.D., or 

Medical Doctorate

• Community/Public Health Educator
• Doctor▲✶⚪
• Occupational Therapist▲⚪
• Pharmacist▲⚪
• Physical Therapist ▲⚪
• Physician Assistant ▲✶⚪
• Speech Language Pathologist ▲⚪

Range $55,920-$161,350

• Clinical Nurse Specialist▲✶
• Nurse Anesthetist▲✶⚪
• Nurse Midwife ▲✶⚪
• Nurse Practitioner▲✶⚪
• Professor/Nurse Instructor▲✶
• Public Health Nurse⚪
• Registered Nurse (BSN) ✶⚪

Range $57,920-$135,200

• Counselor▲✶
• Psychiatrist▲✶⚪
• Psychologist▲✶⚪
• Social Worker ✶⚪

Range $37,510-$161,350

• Clinical Laboratory Scientist✶
• Cytotechnologist✶
• Diagnostic Cardiac Sonographer
• Medical Technologist✶
• Radiologic Assistant 
• Medical Physicist 

Range $34,650-$162,000

Postsecondary 
Options

Click HERE for Postsecondary Options

✶ BRIGHT OUTLOOK = these jobs are expected to grow in the future – which means more opportunities for you!
⚪ XELLO = you can learn more and save this job in your Xello account (note: some job titles might look a little different in Xello)   
$ Salary ranges based on average annual entry-level wages through average annual experienced-level wages for the job titles in each box.                                                                   

https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/39-9032.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2051.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/37-2012.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/31-1121.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2099.08
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2099.08
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/43-4171.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/39-9021.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/39-9021.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/31-1015.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/21-1094.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/31-1131.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/31-1122.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/51-9081.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2031.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2012.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/31-9097.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/31-9093.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/31-9091.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2041.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/31-9092.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2057.00
https://www.brooklinecollege.edu/blog/cna-vs-pct/#:~:text=Patient%20care%20technicians%20can%20expect,more%20advanced%20medical%20monitoring%20equipment.
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2052.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2061.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/31-1133.00
http://www.wicps.org/
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/apprenticeship/industry/healthcare.htm
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/apprenticeship/occupations/medical-assistant.htm
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2057.00
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/apprenticeship/occupations/pharmacy-tech.htm
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2061.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-1141.00
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/apprenticeship/industry/healthcare.htm
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-1292.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/31-2011.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2041.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/31-2021.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-1126.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2055.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-1141.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/21-1093.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/21-1011.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2053.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2032.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2012.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2035.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2033.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2099.06
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/21-1091.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-1216.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-1122.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-1051.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-1123.00
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https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-1141.04
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https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-1161.00
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https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/25-1072.00
https://www.zippia.com/public-health-nurse-jobs/
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-1141.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/21-1014.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-1066.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/19-3033.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/21-1022.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2011.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2011.02
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2031.00
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-2011.00
https://learn.org/articles/Radiology_Assistant_Career_Definition_Job_Outlook_and_Training_Requirements.html#:~:text=Since%20the%20position%20of%20radiology,during%20the%202020%2D2030%20decade.
https://college.mayo.edu/academics/explore-health-care-careers/careers-a-z/medical-physicist/
https://dpi.wi.gov/pathways-wisconsin/rcp-filter-search


Healthcare: Direct Patient Care Career Pathway 
In High School

A career pathway in high school must include: 
• A sequence of courses  (including at least 2 CTE courses) 

•   Two of the following: Career and Technical Student Organization, Work-based Learning, College Credit Opportunity, Industry Recognized Credential

Career and Technical 
Education Courses 

Must include a sequence of at least TWO Career and Technical Education courses.  Should align with the 

curriculum standards for the pathway:

▪

▪ Destination Career Academy virtual course options

Career Exploration Programs

Statewide: 

• HOPE (Health Occupations & Professional 
Exploration

• Wisconsin AHEC

Regional:
• Madison College Career Discovery Camps
• UW Madison Pre-College  Summer 

Programs 
• Badger Pre-College Online
• Future Quest
• UW Platteville Youth Program
• Camp Tech Trek (swtc.edu)
• Area Health Education Center (AHEC) 

Student Programs
• UW Health: Health Occupations 

Professions Exploration
• Explore Health Careers.org
• Inspire Madison Region

Additional Employer 
Recommended Courses

Should align with the appropriate standards for the course  for this pathway: 

▪

Career and Technical 
Student Organization

▪ Wisconsin HOSA-Future Health Professionals

Work-Based Learning 
Program Options 

▪ Employability Skills (90 hours)
▪ Youth Apprenticeship- Health Science (450 hours/year; 1-2 years)
▪ Local Work-based Learning Programs that meet state quality requirements

College Credit 
Opportunities

You can find the list of college credit opportunities included in the postsecondary 
options for this pathway HERE.

Industry Recognized 
Credential Options 
Learn the skills that 
employers want to see!

Italics = must be 18 years old to 
obtain

*This certification is eligible for 
reimbursement through the 
technical incentive grant 

Direct Care Nursing Behavioral 
Health

Diagnostic Services

• Basic Life Support (AHA or Red Cross BLS) or Professional Rescuer (ARC) CPR/AED and First Aid
• Certified Nursing Assistant* (DHS)

• Medication Aide/Assistant* (DHS)
• Feeding Assistant* (DHS)
• Emergency Medical Responder* (NREMT)
• Medical Assistant* (AAMA, AMT, NHA)
• Pharmacy Technician* (PTCB)
• Emergency Medical Technician* (NREMT)

• Medication Aide/Assistant* (DHS) • Phlebotomy* (AMT, NHA)
• Phlebotomy Technician* (ASCP)
• IV Technician* (ASCP)
• EKG Technician* (NHA)

2023-2026

https://dcawi.k12.com/career-college-prep/health-sciences.html
https://hopemadisonwi.org/
https://wihealthcareers.org/
https://madisoncollege.edu/career-discovery
https://precollege.wisc.edu/high-school/?tx_precol_program_type=stem
https://precollege.wisc.edu/badger-precollege-online/?utm_source=eloqua&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=precollege_email&utm_content=precollege-nov-20431&elqTrackId=2224d2630cb24c61bcd2c161104a5160&elq=287b7249d50d43ad8202e741061e57a3&elqaid=13053&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=7186
https://jfassl.wixsite.com/futurequest
https://www.uwplatt.edu/youth-programs
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/MEnzCzpgpAfR369iX_UWa?domain=swtc.edu
https://ahec.wisc.edu/ahec-for-students/
http://www.hopemadisonwi.org/
https://explorehealthcareers.org/
http://inspiremadisonregion.org/
https://dpi.wi.gov/hosa
https://dpi.wi.gov/cte/skills-standards/employability
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/youthapprenticeship/health_science.htm
https://dpi.wi.gov/acp/work-based-learning
https://dpi.wi.gov/pathways-wisconsin/rcp-dual-credit
http://wisconsinfastforward.com/prosperity/pupil/2020_cte_certification_list.pdf
https://cpr.heart.org/en/cpr-courses-and-kits/healthcare-professional/basic-life-support-bls-training
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/bt7aCyPWPziNgZksZUVj1?domain=redcross.org
https://www.redcross.org/take-a-class/bls-training/bls-for-healthcare-providers
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/caregiver/nurse-aide/natd-registry.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/caregiver/nurse-aide/natd-registry.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/caregiver/feeding-assistant/index.htm
https://www.nremt.org/rwd/public/document/emr
https://www.aama-ntl.org/cma-aama-exam
https://www.americanmedtech.org/
https://www.nhanow.com/certifications/clinical-medical-assistant
https://www.ptcb.org/
https://www.nremt.org/rwd/public/document/emt
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/caregiver/nurse-aide/natd-registry.htm
https://www.americanmedtech.org/Get-Certified/RPT-Eligibility
https://www.nhanow.com/certifications/phlebotomy-technician
https://www.ascp.org/content/board-of-certification/get-credentialed
https://www.ascp.org/content/board-of-certification/get-credentialed
https://www.nhanow.com/certifications/ekg-technician


Direct Patient Care Career Pathway
at <Name of High School>

Your Academic and Career Plan (ACP) for this career pathway starts here…
Use this page to figure out which classes and activities you will take to prepare for this career pathway.  Record your plan in XELLO.

Career and Technical 
Education Courses 

● CTE Course #1
● CTE Course #2

Start creating your professional network through 
CAREER EXPLORATION OPPORTUNITIES.  Record 
your experiences in XELLO.

Other Recommended 
Courses

• Course #1
• Course #2

State:
• Program Name/link #1 
• Program Name/link #2
Regional:
• Program Name/link #1 
• Program Name/link #2
Local:
• Program Name/link #1 
• Program Name/link #2

Career and Technical 
Student Organization

● Name of CTSO

Work-Based Learning 
Options 

● WBL Option #1
● WBL Option #2

Industry Recognized 
Credential Options 

Italics = must be 18 years 
old to obtain

Allied and Health Professionals
(Non-Nursing and Non-Behavioral 

Health Careers)
Nursing Behavioral Health

Diagnostic Services
( Imaging/Laboratory)

IRC Name/link #1
IRC Name/link #2

IRC Name/link #1
IRC Name/link #2

IRC Name/link #1
IRC Name/link #2

IRC Name/link #1
IRC Name/link #2

IRC Name/link #1
IRC Name/link #2

College Credit 
Opportunities and Post 
Secondary Options

You can find the list of 
college credit 
opportunities for this 
pathway HERE

You can find the 
postsecondary options 
for this pathway HERE.

College Courses Offered at Your High School

Transcripted Credit
● Name of HS Course #1, IHE granting credit
● Name of HS Course #2, IHE granting credit

AP and/or IB Courses
Name of AP/IB Course #1                       Name of AP/IB Course #2
- Score, College, Course                             - Score, College, Course

College Courses You Can Take at a College Campus
Application Deadlines:

October 1st: Spring Courses               February 1st: Summer Courses (ECCP only)               March 1st: Fall Courses

Start College Now
● Name of College #1, College Course #1
● Name of College #1, College Course #2
● Name of College #2, College Course #1
● Name of College #2, College Course #2

Early College Credit Program  
- Name of College #1, College Course #1     
- Name of College #1, College Course #2
- Name of College #2, College Course #1                
- Name of College #2, College Course #2

2023-2026

Add your 
district 
logo here!

https://dpi.wi.gov/pathways-wisconsin/rcp-dual-credit
https://dpi.wi.gov/pathways-wisconsin/rcp-filter-search

