
Is the product listed in the USDA Food Buying Guide for Child Nutrition Programs? 
If yes, this means that it has a standard of identity.

Yes

Is the product a 
meat/meat alternate, 

fruit, vegetable or milk?

Yes

Use the USDA Food Buying Guide to 
determine purchase units, preparation, 

and cooking yields. This will help 
determine As Purchased amounts and 

Edible Portions yields.

No If the product is a grain, 
there are three different 
ways to credit. Pick one!

1. Use the Grain section 
of the USDA Food 

Buying Guide

2. Use Exhibit A to credit:
a.   What is your product?
b.   Which group is your product in (A-I)?
c.   What is the weight of your serving (in grams or ounces)?
d. Divide the product’s weight by the equivalency listed  
on Exhibit A
e.   Round down to the nearest 0.25 ounce equivalent 

3.  Obtain a Product 
Formulation Statement 

(PFS) from the manufacturer

A PFS must have: 
a) Company letterhead
b) Product name
c) Code number
d) Serving size
e) Creditable ingredients, weight of 

each, and FBG yields
f) Signature of a company 

representative
g) Date

No

Does the product have a 
Child Nutrition (CN) Label? 

Yes

Use this as crediting documentation and 
keep on file. Take a photo, photocopy, or cut 
around the actual CN Label. A bill of lading 

must accompany all watermarked CN labels.

No
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