Wisconsin DPI and Wisconsin DHS
Supporting Infants, Toddlers, Children, and Youth with Sensory Disabilities

Both the Wisconsin of Department of Public Instruction (DPI) and Wisconsin Department
of Health Services (DHS) are State Agencies that ensure compliance with federal
requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Both agencies
ensure students with disabilities are:

e identified,

e evaluated,

e provided with individualized plans, and

e receive the services to meet each child’s unique needs.

Who We Support
Wisconsin DHS

Infants, toddlers, and children ages zero to three with delays or disabilities are supported
through an Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP). Children are eligible for early
intervention when identified as having a 25% delay in one or more areas of development
(play, learn, speak, act and move) or a specific diagnosis associated with developmental
delays. Examples include children with Down Syndrome, vision or hearing loss or both,
autism, or extreme prematurity.

Wisconsin DPI

Children and youth ages three through twenty-one are supported through an
Individualized Education Program (IEP). Students are identified as having a disability if
they meet one or more of the disability category criteria set by Wisconsin state
administrative rules. Examples include autism, blind and visually impaired, deaf and hard
of hearing, deafblindness, significant developmental delay, and speech or language
impairment.

State and Local Responsibilities

Wisconsin DHS: The Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) oversees early
intervention services for children under the age of three. “Early intervention” is the term
used for the services and supports for babies and young children and their families.

In Wisconsin, early intervention is known as the Birth to 3 Program. The WI Birthto 3
Program helps children learn, interact, and participate in activities in the home, in
childcare, and in the community.
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/birthto3/family/eligibility.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/birthto3/family/eligibility.htm
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/program
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2011.36
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2011.36

The goal of early interventionis to:
e Helpthe development of infants and toddlers with disabilities.
e Reduce developmental delays.
e Recognize the significant brain development that occurs during the child’s first
three years.
e Helpfamilies to meet the special needs of their babies and toddlers with
disabilities.

County Birth to 3 programs: Children are referred to their county Birthto 3
program and can receive an evaluation, including checks on vision and hearing, to
determine eligibility. Eligible children are supported through an Individualized
Family Service Plan (IFSP).

Once the child is found eligible for the WI Birth to 3 Program, the team works
together to decide which services best fit your family’s goals. Families enrolled in
the WI Birth to 3 Program can receive many services. The services for a child who is
blind or visually impaired may include assistive technology, special instruction and
vision services.

Wisconsin DPI: The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction oversees Wisconsin’s
421 school districts, including independent and district charter schools. “Special
Education” is the term used for the services and supports provided to students ages 3
through 21. Wisconsin DPI is the State Educational Agency (SEA) that ensures Local
Educational Agencies (LEAs) meet state and federal special education requirements that
ensure students with disabilities receive a Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE).
This means students make progress on |[EP goals and make progress in age or grade level
curriculum.

The goal of special education is to provide specialized services that improve academic and
functional outcomes such as communication, self-determination, and social and emotional
learning so that students graduate prepared to find a career, engage in education after
high school, and choose how they live in the community.

Local Educational Agencies (LEAs): LEAs are school districts or independent
charter schools that are responsible for the location, identification, and evaluation
of students with disabilities under state and federal regulations. LEAs are
responsible for the development of each student’s Individualized Education
Programs (IEPs). LEAs are also responsible for ensuring all IEP services are
provided to ensure each student receives a Free and Appropriate Public Education.
LEAs must have policies and procedures for the location, identification, and
evaluation of students with disabilities as well as procedures related to early
childhood. LEAs must also provide parents of students with disabilities with a coy
of their procedural safeguards, also known as parent rights, at least annually.
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https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/laws-procedures-bulletins/procedures/childfind
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/laws-procedures-bulletins/procedures/childfind
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/laws-procedures-bulletins/procedures/childfind
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/families/rights

Transition from Services Zero to Three to Three to Twenty-One

Federal law requires both DHS and DPI to work together and have a transition process to support
children with disabilities and their families transitioning from county Birth to 3 programs to school
district special education services. For more information see the Birth to 3 Program Flow Chart

For More Information

e Wisconsin Wayfinder - to find resources as soon as possible

e Statewide Family Support and Advocacy Organizations -support from families
with lived experience

e Wisconsin Birth to 3 Program Website -information on the Birth to 3 Program
including dispute resolution options

e Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired (WCBVI) -outreach services
to families and school districts

e Wisconsin Educational Services Program for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (WESP-
DHH) - outreach services to families and school districts

e Wisconsin Deafblind Technical Assistance Project (WDBTAP) - outreach services
to children birth through 21

e Dispute Resolution Options - dispute resolution options for students 3to 21

e Wisconsin Sound Beginnings - partners with the WI Birth to 3 Program to provide
services to families and county Birth to 3 Programs

e Contact Wisconsin DHS
e Contact Wisconsin DPI

National Resources

e American Printing House for the Blind - Nonprofit organization creating accessible
learning experiences and independent living products and services for people who
are blind or have low vision.

e Babies Count - National registry of young children aged birth to 36 months of age
with visual impairments that work with public and private agencies to collect data
regarding children, their visual conditions, and the systems to support children and
families.
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https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/Federal_and_Wisconsin_B-3_Transition_Timeline_-_March_2022.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/wiscway/index.htm
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/families/agency
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/birthto3/family/index.htm
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/program/vision/wcbvi
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/program/deaf-hard-of-hearing/wesp-dhh
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/program/deafblind/wdbtap
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/dispute-resolution
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/newbornscreening/hearing.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/birthto3/index.htm
https://dpi.wi.gov/support/contact-special-education
https://www.aph.org/
https://www.babiescount.org/

