
The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) conducts an annual Family Engagement Survey to assess 
parent involvement in special education services. 

Wisconsin Indicator 8: Family Engagement

Summary

2024-25

4,083

74% to 95% of families agreed with the given items.

i t e m s  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  
o f  a g r e e m e n t

CLOSE-ENDED
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i t e m s  w i t h  t h e  l o w e s t  l e v e l  
o f  a g r e e m e n t

Number of family members who 

completed the survey from 

February to June.

by the numbers

88%

Survey structure

The survey consists of 22 closed-ended 

questions which measure the following 

three areas:

Welcoming Enviroment

Respectful Environment

Supportive Environment

background

close-ended
The survey also includes two open-ended items:

What is the best thing about the special education services 

your child received this school year?

What is something that the school could improve regarding 

the special education services your child received this school 

year?

open-ended

74%74%​​74%

75%75%​​75%

81%81%​​81%
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School staff offer me
​activities or

​strategies which
​support my child’s

​learning outside of
​school

School staff offer me
​information for my

​child with an IEP
​about one or more

​community services

School staff offer me
​information on how
​to help my child be

​independent and
​advocate for their

​needs

95%95%​​95%

95%95%​​95%

94%94%​​94%
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In IEP meetings, we
​talk about my

​concerns and ideas

IEP meetings are
​held at a time and

​place that meet my
​needs

School staff offer me
​information in ways

​I understand

Average percentage of family members 

who agreed with the 22 survey items, 

which is similar to the results in 2023-24.



Each open-ended question includes a checklist of areas to help guide respondents’ comments. The checklist for both 
the best thing and area of improvement is as follows:

open-ENDED

f a m i l i e s  v o i c e d  t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  a n d / o r  p r a i s e  i n  t h e  
o p e n - e n d e d  q u e s t i o n s

categorical responses

Accommodations and Support
Home-School Communication
School Staff Support
Behavior and Disability Related Needs
IEP Development and Implementation

Transitions Between Grades or Schools
Community and Non-School Services
Learning Environment and Inclusion
Diversity and Inclusion

43%
75%

S T R E N G T H SA R E A S  O F  C O N C E R N

Community and Non-School Services - 33%

Planning for Life After High School - 21%

75% of families checked a 
“positive” category

43% of families checked a 
“negative” category.

12% of families wrote a 
comment about how the 

school could improve.

13% of families wrote a 
comment regarding the 
best thing about special 
education services.

Each open-ended question was analyzed in terms of themes.

THEMATIC responses

12% 13%

S T R E N G T H SA R E A S  O F  C O N C E R N

Planning for Life After High School
Progress Toward Goals
Other
General Comments

(as reported by families)

Accommodations and Support - 39%

Home-School Communication - 32%

IEP Development and Implementation - 30%

(as reported by families)

Accommodations and Support - 58%

Progress Toward Goals - 51%

Learning Environment and Inclusion - 43%

(as reported by families)

Accommodations and Support - 66%

School Staff Support - 35%

Progress Toward Goals - 31%

(as reported by families)
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Autism (N=787) Emotional Behaviorial Disability (N=215) Other Health Impairment (N=903)

Significant Developmental Delay (N=346) Specific Learning Disability (N=609)

Speech or Language Impairment (N=956)
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P e r c e n t  o f  f a m i l i e s  w h o  c h e c k e d  a  t y p e  o f  c a t e g o r y
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open-ENDED by 

demographics
O p e n - e n d e d  r e s p o n s e s  w e r e  a n a l y z e d  b y  d e m o g r a p h i c s

survey type
Families of children in preschool tend to be less negative in their responses to the open-ended questions than family 
members of school-age children.

race/ethnicity
Positive sentiment is similar across families of children of different race/ethnicities with family members from all 
racial/ethnic groups more likely to check positive categories than negative categories

disability
Most family members (70-77%) check at least one positive category.  Negative ratings are more variable (27-53%).   
Family members from all disability groups are more likely to check positive categories than negative categories.

next steps
Interestingly, the two themes of Accommodations and Support represent the top strength and area of concern. 

Conduct a root cause analysis as to why 
perceptions vary among families to determine 
specific factors contributing to positive and 
negative experiences. 

Identify districts or schools with 
positive feedback on these two themes 
and share and scale best practices.


