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9 Innovative Education

- Innovation transforms teaching and learning. The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction is
supporting schools and libraries in using technology, personalized instruction, and hands-on, real-
world experiences to prepare learners for success in today’s rapidly changing world.

Key Initiatives

Modernizing Learning Environments

We're creating student-centered, hands-on learning opportunities that make education more engaging and
effective. This includes a focus on early learning, authentic learning opportunities, improved assessments,
language development for English learners, career readiness, and redesigning the high school experience
so students develop the knowledge, skills, and mindsets outlined in Wisconsin’s forthcoming Portrait of a
Graduate to prepare them for college, careers, and lifelong learning.

Engaging Every Learner

Learning should be engaging, inclusive, and accessible for every student. By using approaches like competency-
based education, culturally responsive teaching, career-connected learning, and alternatives to disciplinary
removals, we are helping schools improve the ways adults work and the systems they use to keep students
connected, motivated, and supported.

Closing Proficiency Gaps

We are taking active steps to address gaps in reading, mathematics, and other key skills across Wisconsin
schools. We look closely at the reasons behind these gaps and focus on strategies that address the root
challenges. Our efforts include coaching, technical assistance, continuous improvement, and implementing
statewide literacy and math plans to ensure all students have the opportunities and support they need to
succeed.

Safe and Smart Technology Use

As technology evolves, we guide schools and libraries to make safe, informed choices — including the
responsible use of artificial intelligence (Al). We regularly update Al guidance and provide technical assistance
to educators. At the same time, we connect schools and libraries to cybersecurity resources and advocate for
funding to ensure all families have equitable access to digital tools.

Together, we’re building a future where every learner can thrive —

no matter where they live or learn.
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