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It's time to stand up for our kids
A guest editorial for publication by State Superintendent Dr. Jill Underly in honor of Public Schools Week

This week, as we celebrate Public Schools Week, let’'s take a moment to honor the dedication and
hard work of our students and teachers.

Public schools are the foundation of our communities and provide every child - regardless of their
background or circumstances - the opportunity to learn, grow, and succeed. Our teachers have an
unwavering commitment and go above and beyond to inspire, challenge, and nurture their students. Our
students demonstrate resilience, perseverance, and a passion for learning. Together, they embody the
power of public education to transform lives and build a stronger world for all.

This is a pivotal moment for public schools, where the actions we take now will determine the future
of our children and the strength of our communities.

For far too long Wisconsin schools have faced the challenge of underfunding and insufficient
resources. Our public education system has been under immense financial pressure, impacting the learning
environment for every student and teacher. This struggle is felt in every corner of Wisconsin. The chronic
underfunding of education in our state has reached a critical point, and it's time for change.

I'm encouraged by Governor Tony Evers’ recent budget proposal, which incorporates many of my
recommendations and allocates more than $3 billion for public schools and libraries. This investment is
aimed at vital areas like mental health, food security, and expanded academic opportunities, all of which are
essential for ensuring students thrive both inside and outside of the classroom.

By prioritizing mental health services, schools can provide kids with the support they are
desperately asking for to navigate the challenges they face. Addressing food insecurity and providing
universal free meals to kids ensures that no student is learning on an empty stomach. Increasing the special
education reimbursement rate and boosting funding for academic programs allows for more resources,

specialized teachers, and enrichment opportunities.

(more)
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While passing this budget proposal is a positive step, we must recognize it’s only the start of
addressing the persistent challenges that our schools face due to years of neglect by the state legislature.

Adding to our difficulties, the Trump administration is threatening to cut critical federal funding
that Wisconsin schools rely on. This, along with the underfunding of public schools within our state, has
severe implications for our educational system and the future of our students.

Public education equips students with the ability to think critically, foster growth, drive innovation,
and actively contribute to their communities. We must protect these essential resources from being
compromised by political motives. All of us want schools that thrive, and it’s time for the legislature to set
politics aside and make the necessary investments. The well-being and future of our children hangin the
balance.

Threatening to strip federal funding from schools - or failing to invest needed state dollars - sends a
message that our kids and their aspirations are simply not important. We send the message that we don't
want to compete in the global economy. We simply can’t afford to take that fork on this road.

Instead, let’s unite in our commitment to advocate for every child's right to an excellent education.

As we honor Public Schools Week, let’s ensure that the support our students need goes beyond
mere promises — it must be delivered. Our children deserve nothing less, and together, we can ensure a

brighter future for all students in Wisconsin.
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